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Indian witnesscs, including most of those who came forward in defense of
the opium revenue, decidedly condeînned. Even the Majority Report ad-
mits that it is gencrally regarded in India as a disreputable habit. They
also urge the nced for an improved systern of selling the drug in India,
one of them proposing, to put it into the hands of medical practitioners
instead of the Ilignorant opium fariners or venders under the present sys-
temn," and the otiier adding tue suggestions that, as under British law at
home, it Ilshould bc sold in bottles or vials labeled ' poison,' "' and that
Ilthe minimum dose whîch is likzely to be fatal should bc legibly printed
in the vernacular on these labels."

Mr. ]lenry J. Wilson, M.P., presented a Minute of Dissent remark-
able for its conciseness and brevity, on the one ]iand, and, on the other,
for its impartial reference to, and quotation of evidence on both sides. Iu
thlese latter rcspects it forms a striking and suggestive contrast to the Ma-
jority Report, whieli, tlio threc times as long, docs not contain auythingr
like as mauy referenees, andl dons net give eue solitary quotatien f rom thle
anti-opiumn witnesses exeept in a few cases wliere thecy have muade admisG.
sions that eau be turnedl against theni. Mr~. Wilson entirely endorses the
anti-opium program ; hoe shows that tie cultivation of opium is te a great
cxtent npopular, because unprofitable, aiuongr the cultivators ; that it is
principally produced for export, te Chiina ; that "opium in China is a gigan-
tic national cvil ;" and that Il it is altogetiier unwortliy for a great depen-
dency of thre British Empire to, bc thus engaged ini a traffie whiclr produces
such widespread. inisery and disaster. " As regards the sale of opium in
B3ritish India, lie inakes recoinîn en dations similar to thlose of the two Indian
commissioners.

The report cf the commission wvas diseussed in the flouse of Gommons
tliree weeks after its p)resentation, on tire last evcningr of thre session of
1895 wvhieh was available for otlier than Government business. The fact
that tlîe flouse liad liad se short a timc in whiclî to, master thre voluminous
documents laid before it was muade tire iuost of by the Secretary of State
for India, Sir Henry Fowlcr. But hoe made no answ'er wliatever te tire
grave charges fornrulated by Sir Joseph Pease aud his able seconder, Mr.
John Ellis, against the Indian. Govermcent and the majority of thre coni-
mission for a series of uniprccedentcdl aud uncmonstitutional proceedings calcîr-
Iated gravcly to prejudice the inquiiry. Thio lcfeated by a large nrajority
on what was virtually a vote of censure of thre commission, the anti-opium
leaders have good reason to congratulate theinselves on lîaving cmbraeed
what iras proved to, be tire only opportunity wvlich they could have hadl,
wlîile thecir own political party was still iii power, to repudiate thîe autlîority
of tîre report.#

Tite del>ate cannot be said to have produced inuch cifeet on public opin-
ion ; and it 'was quiekly ovùrslîadowed by tire fahl of the Liberal Govcmn-
muent shortly afterward. The new Conservative min istry caui hard>' bce x-
peed to, be more friendly tliaî its prodcesor to tire anti-opimîr agitation.


