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Baiogs-ceay-<awall on the alr,
Wildw, :ot;o‘tlmd and sway:
Tonqs lou )ly telling of Joy or duplll‘}
The tar {peas of t‘o sadnoss ofoare )

The toll 1o the dead, the peal for the faly
Bulngsaniye ool Bow T ey
~awLy--swell now in s
w’iﬁ waves of sound, and aways

Float o’or the billows that threatoning rigs,
Hope-tongued fiy forward through lowering skles
To'the Stong 2,{, who lives, 5 tho Weak one who

o8,
To tho feithful who watoh ca and pray.

B sway--swell 1 dl
%ﬁoﬁﬁm w!’o d?&.vlv‘ilhot%‘; gale,
That sho who is faithfal now prays to the Streng
To guard him from :h!pwm& and savo him from

Th ll‘z‘rx&n of the tompter, the soft gyron’s song
WWhero tiistentng (ho ssothern ttars pale.

8wlnﬁ--ngy--:well low and swoet,

Bolls of tho bleak wintry night:

A‘"{; now i sound-waves, O messongers flset!

Toll hira I tove well, my poor words ropeat:

The old year dies quickly, the new yoar wo greet
Tell him the otd love burna bright.

Andoh!asyo swing and awayon the wind
Swift to m’y ullor‘ aod t'oll:’ N !
8 tho old year is dylng, though sometimes unkind,
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MARRIAGE OF THE EMPEROR OF UHINA

#The Greal Emperor has boocome a guest fn
Heavon* Surch wers the words 1o which was
offlolally announced the doath of that dissipatod
onarch, the Jato Emperor of China, who,
cloven yoars ago, tottered into his grave a de-
Creplt, worn-cut man of baroly thirly yoars of
age. His roign (1851-—1861) had not beon a for
tunate one—Its commensement had witnessod
the capture of the southern capital by the Tae-
Dlog rebols, and its close was préeceded by tho
oocupation of Peking by the allled armios—and
probably faw mourned for him, exeept, porh 1ps,
the thres bundred young ladics whom he lefy
widows, and who, by his death, Incurred ths
Denalty of enforced celibacy §n the « Cold
Palace " daring tho remainder of thelr natura:
lives. Happliy, 1 tlis instance, the country
Was spared that common sequel o the death of
an Eastern monatroh, & disputod succession, for
Only ons son, & boy of cight yoars old, survived
his polyzzmous father, On this lad, therefore,
devolved the crown and the prospeclive duty—
When hd sbould como of ago—of raling the
thres bundred millionsof Chiga, Meanwbile, s
Togency, under the presidendy of the Dowagar
Empress and ths boy's mother, on whom was
bestowod tho same Tank by brovet, underiook
the managemont of him and his afalrs, The
Yirlle toga {8 donned early *n thoe East, and, in
Qocordance with Chiness Imperialetiqustts, the
Yyoung Emperor should haveassumedq that habit
thres yours agr ; but, for political reasons, the
Yegoncy has, 1pto thia time, kept him in the
achool-room. Now, however, ad the ripe age of
seventeen, His Imporial 3njesty Tung-ohi pro-
claims himself a man, and steps forwanl o
iako the reins of powor. Bat $he  Book of
Ceremontes * lays 1t down as & ruls that beforo
8 soverzign atlempls to rule bis kingdom, he
should try his hend on the managoment of a
housshold, s Marriage Is the soarcoof ail ritex
says that vanerable book ; and it was obvio:
Dcocssary, thorofore, that, before heglnniog his
politiocd career, he shonld enter into the com-
Pllcated relations of imperial waddoed lfe,
Kings and rulers are seldom sllowaad to follow
thelr unrestrained Inclinations in the seloclion
of tholr wives, and to tho Emperor of China is
deniod ever tlie small 1aditudo of choloo which
i3 accurdsd 1o Earvpesn monarches, Bet, on
tho other band, he has this inestimable adyan.
tage ovor his Westorn bréthren, that, whoreas
their domestio com?ort 1s In a groat measure do.
Paudont on tho dispositions of thelr solitary
juotis, he can soek safely from the caprices
©of o=e Wifo In tho soclsly of & multitads. This
ccnalderalion doubiloss holped to reoder his
Imperial Juajosty Tung-chi quite Indifforent zs
10 the rosult of the eforts of the two Dowager
Empressos 10 setilo hyn in )ifs. OF the stepa
takon by the two ¢ Peking Gazelle, that
Meegre angd solitary of Chinoeo oficlal.
fsm, givey us vory falnt Indicatlons. Bol hare
tho jmmutadility of Chinsso mannsrs and cos.
toms stand us iu good stead, Ainoo, 1o the pages
of the *Ritual” wlich was compiled for the
guldanoe of 1he founders of ths « Groat Pare ™
dyoasty, wo find an accurats plclure of tho
meoios of proceduro which have, of iate, besn
sgitating the mzstors of ceremonloa and the
female world within the yellow-glazod tiles of
the Imperial Palzce. To begln &t the Logln-
ring, we must go back for more than a yoar,
fur alliances Of 30 AugUIt & nature are not 1o be
arrangod in 2 horry 5 ang If we had chaaced to
be in the « Xall of reat Harmouy ¥ oneday in
1ho beglinaing of the antumn of 1871, we should
bave boen witnessos of the first xct 1o the groat
_Joatrimonial drams.  Early {n the moruing wo

should bave se¢n sTangements in course of
balug xmade for somo great coremony ; we «hoald
have sesn the throns daly prapared for 1t royal
otoypant; we should hava zeon ons tablo so
Plzced 23 to load us instantiy 10 rooognizo it as
1ha futare depository ofan ‘mperiai duoreo, and

aRsiher a3 that of the greal senl; we thould
$ave seen secTsiaries basy, and chismberiaing
onlozing servantis and driliing eourt geu. temen.

inoumerable coollok, and preceded, surrounded,
and follawed by heralds, marsbals, ounuchs,
and all the ¢ ofoors of state. Awmid a oon.
atant sucoession of baws, gonufoxions and pros.
Lrattons, tho boy-Euiperor trould ascond the
stops to tho throne, and®acal himself thereon,
Tho heralds wonld adranco and prootaim to the
assembled roprosontatives of tho Empire that,
in obedlenca to Ltho ordors of tho Downger Em-
prosscs, hie Imporial Majosty had dotermined to
make cholos of an Bwmpross, and that a com-
missionsr and two dopnty-commisatonors had
hoon appolnted to rocommend & lady of the
Emplro for that groat honor. As spon as the
horald's voloo had coasod the Empsror would
move alowly through a crowd of prostrato oM.
olais to his sodan-obalr, and when, surrounded
by hls followors, ho hiad started for the apart-
ments of the Dowagor Emprosscs t0 announcs
tho concluslon of tha coremony, wo might
mioglo with tho mob of sorvitors 1u the courte
yard to {nspect tho Lotrothal presonts. On ono
side wo should find standing in & row ton train-

horsos; ten sullsof armor, intendod to olotho
tho limbs of as mnny mala rolations of tho
futaro Empress, would be spread out .on nume-
rous tables; and a hundred pleces of siik and
twico as many plooes of cloth would be lald
ready o form tho auclons of tho brilal te~us-
soAn,

With haste have tho Imperial Comm!ssioners
sot about tho executlon of their quadruplo er-
raud—for, 1n addition to an Empross, they wero
ofifclally obarged with the ssloction of throo
young ladles to ocoupy tho rank of Jundor wives.
Jt was sald at frst that tho daughtor of the
Tartar Goneral at Canton waa to share the Im-
porlal turones, but fnquiry proved that sho was
past the presoribed age, 80 the Commissionors
carrled tholr fuvestigations olsowhere, with tho
result made knotwn by tho follow!ng docroos pro-
maulguted by tho Dowagor Emprosses tu Febru-
ary last: < iy Mnjosty tho Emporor, having
been called upon to oocupy tho throne while yet
young, has now entersd on tho cloventh Year of
bis relgn, aud it beoomes our duty to sclect s
virtoous Jady to be his consort and Empross,
that she may ald him 1 the cultlvation of im.
perial virine, and asslst bim in regulating the
affuirs of his pelrce. Va liavechoson Ah-lu-te,
the socompilshod end ‘virtuous daughler of
Chuog-clif, socretary tn thy Han.lin Cotlege, as
Empress. At we bave further soleclod Fu-
oha, the daughtor of Fonghsfu, clork in tho
Boand of Punishments, to bo tho first ; Ho-she-l,
da-ghter of Prefeot Chuugtling, to be seoond;
and Ah.lo-ls, daugliter of tho ex-licutonants
geaoral Sal Blkang-ab, to bo tho third junfor
wife” Those proliminaries bsing scitled, tho
profossors of the Fangshway art wore called in
to chooss an ausplicions day for the seromony.
Fortunately for the msuvufactarer of imperial
ik, theso learnod men declarcd that the 16th
of Octobor was the first dny on which the juflu.
enoes of heaven and earth worked fogoether for
tho good of impetia! brides and btidegroonss,
and suficlent ttho was thug glven him for the
proparation of the thirly thougand rolle of sitk
which oustom lays down as tha quantily yo-
quiresd to clotbe the Umbs of tho young Em-
press, OI how many hatteras thoss are com-
posod wa ara not told; but this we kntw, that
six oplors, symbelical of 28 many virtues, must
be fouml amongst thein  The rolls of white
silk, which bat the other day left the looms of
Soachiow, have, doubtless, alroady boen trans-
formod 1010 roles emblematis of sincerity,

usly | clothod in which the Empress will xecoive visi-

tors, and pay hlicr respects to hor llege Jord. At
tho grand sacrifice to tho anclent Emporors
next spring her Imporial Majesty will call upon
hor droassrs for the dust-colored robe, in token
that tho maulberry training soason has begun,
and on the othor groat festivals of tho year alie
will wear, in turn, dark-blue, Ught-blue, and
red, ombroldarat with gtrangely-tashloned and
brightiy-colored phessauls. At the time of fall
moon, whon sho and she alono of all the in.
mates of the harom bas the right of 20coss L0
the Emparor’s private apartments, sho will be
carsied thither dressed in black, tho personides~
tion of the fomala principls of aature.

As tho tlme draws noar, the preparations
within the pulaco for tho reception of tho ime
perial bride are hurrled forwand, and on tha
day befors the coremony the preliminary form
of rospocifully announcing to hoaven and to
oarth tuo approechisg ovont Is solemoly gone
through. Aad now, on the graat dsy of the
foast, the « Hall of Greai Harmony ” 1s again
tho scens of bow=s and prostrations. Thither,
early {n the morning, the Emporor goos 1a stato,
o this masic of drums and bells, and surround-
od by all tho chie? oficors of his household, to
Liear the decreo reat, in which is oficially an-
nounced tho Immediats arrival of tho Empross
Elect. That dons, the Commilssioners, sanuchs,
and ladlos-in-waliing march 1n prosossion tothe
hoase of tho fortunato secrotary of the Hau-ln
Coilege to clalm Nis danghter, Sarrounded by
his s008 and male rolatives, Chung-ohij meots
them at tu0 front gate and oondacis them
through couriyand safter oourtyard fato the
groat hall. Hore tho imporial decrso aunoung-
ing tho marriage is agaln read, and Chung-cht
kunosls thrioe and bows down bis b 4 to the
groand nino times in tokon of his s o of tho
honor done bim. Tho ounuchs ana .rdies-in-
wallng thea loed out Ah-le-to, who first makos
obelsanoe to tho throne, 1nd then, after liston-
ing to tho dood of regisiration read by tho lady
boralds, 1akes leave of ber mother and steps
1o the brita? meden, At the front gnte her
futhor Xncels ang bjds her adicg, sud the pro-

sloners; next comos tho bride, thon tho raalds
of honor$ aftor them the eunuolis on fool, and
last of 4ll the gentlamen-in-tralting, At the
“Btlge of tho Golden Wators,” iwithin the
palace, tho Qommissionors dismount, and whon
tho procemifon roaches tho * Firm and Pure
Palaca™ tho ounuchs tnvite Ah-lu-to to dessond
from her muoh-bedisaned obalr, In tho centro
hall the Emporor maots his bride for the frss
time, and with tho ontinary coromony of drink-
ing tho loving cup tho marriage s oomplete:
But thero 1s yat no rest for poor littlo Ah-luste.
THa tostant that sho becomes Emprossshogoss
in ttato to vislt tho Dowager Emprosses, and In
return for throo gonufloxlons and asmany obel.
sanoes has the honor of lunohing with thoso
august ladies, The ¢ Rituals® leave hor undis-
turbed for tho rest of tho day, but on tho mor
fow sho pays visits 20 tho Dowager Empreasos
and thv Emporor, and recelves tho congratula-
tlons of the Court oMelals, In. tho aftornoon
the Empseror bostows wodding-gifts on lor
poronis and brothere, To tho former ho glves
200 taols of gold, 10,000 tacls of sllvor, 1,000
plecos 525dlk, 20 tralnod horsos, 20 stud horses,
and 20 sultsof armor; to tho Iatter, 100 tacls of
sold, 5,000 tnols of ~iivor, 600 pleces of silk,
1,000 plecesof cloth, 8 horsos, a sult of armor, &
box of haws, a quivor of arrows, 3 sults of court
olothos oach, 3 ordinary sults of clothos, 8 far
robes, and o girdlo, Aftsrward ho ontoriains
hor futhor, brothors, and male relatives, and the
oflloors of tho housohold at a groat feast; while
to Madamo Chung-ohi, hor dauglier, and to the
groat ladlos of the palace, the Dowagor Eme«
presses show 1iko hospitality. With thosoL:los
th festivittos are brought to a closo, and the
palace-gatos shut on hor lmporial Majesty Abe
lu-to, to bs openod only whon duty and the
“RBook of Rites” agree 1n decdlarlog it to be
fnecessary.

As cach janlor wife and conoublns arrived
she will Lo rundaeted wit modified aplendde to
{be « Hall of Great Harmony,” to which place
the Emporor will corne in stato to sianspsct”
the new acqatstition to his harom. Onthesaoo.
casions the loving cup, tho solo coromony which
consUlntes marringo, will be wanting, snd after
tho inspection™ the lady will yetlre to hor
apariments, there to romnaln a prisoner, tho
wictim of monotonous palaco ronttae, for thore-
maioder of hor life, Tho presont must bs a
busy time for the Lord High Chamborlain, and
tue ¢ Hall of Great Hzrmony" must ba the
soeno of many an akxsomblags of «falr women
aud brave men,” for the Empress aud threo
Janlor wives form but the nuclounsof the harem
over which the Emporor is called upon to exer
olso his edmintstrative ablliios. Nine wives of
tho second wiaxs, twenty-seven of thathind class,
and elghity-ono cctcabines are yot to be added
to this numbor beforo ths requirements lald
down In tho 4 Rituals ” are fully complled with.
Forluoataly, for tho peace of the guardians of
theso young ladies, abundancs of oficlal oocu-
pation is pravidod for thelr fair charges, by tho
constant recarrenoe of statasoremontes, Seven-
<asn and elghtson are misohiovous ages; and 1f
1his were 0ot 50 it 1s probabls that his Imperial
Majosty would find theexorciss sot him ot raliog
a handred and twenty {dle and pampered yoong
women fat moro difficult than the moro fmpore
tant task of govorning au erapire,

At 2ll tho great religlous Lestlvals in the ysar
the Empress, attended by bavies of her inforior
rivals, plays a prominent part. 8ne hold.
lovdas, at which tha Coart ladles aitond, snd
pays visits (o tho wives of tho chisf officers of
sfats. On iho death of o minister she elther
goes horsolf to concale with the midow, or sends
ono of the three juulor wives of tho st rank o
reprosont hor. Shs exercizes Surisdlolion over
tho lmperial concublngs, and examines with
oszre the work dono by them in tho year. On
all stato ocaisions, when ihe Empross 1s cnable
to be presont, the three senior wives aol as hse
doputies, and on ber deceass they play the part
of chief mourners. To tho lot of the wives of
the seoand rank falis tho duty of instructing
tho nine troops, into which ths twonty-soven
wivos 0f tho third rank and tho elghty-one non-
cubings aro divided, in tho virtues, language,
deportmaont and work which are fitting for
thom. Thoy attend on tho Empress at all state
funorals, and add lood wallings to her lamonta~
tlons, Thoy supcrintend ths fomalo zorvants
of the palnos, and thay preparo thoohjeots tobe
offerad at tho groat sacridces. In cach and au
of thesd varions services tho concublines play
inforior paris, Thelr zpecial duly is to asalst
the wives of thx thurd rank in mansging the
sorvants, and in proparing for the roligious sep-

. vipos. Somoe of thom aiso help tho thirly-two

eanuch tallors to mako tho clothes of the court,
and others find cmployment fa slmflar com~
pany as dremsars to the Emproess and junior
wivas, Thoss and tho numorous othor duties
oxpocted of thom are quite enough, if falthfally
porformed, to keep tho hundred and iweaty-
one pairs of littic hands buslly engaged. The
« Rituals” declare that there shau bs no drones
within the palace, and let us hope that her
Majouty Ah-lu-to.and hor hundred and twenty
rivals, who aTo now aasembling round the baya

Emperor, will provo themsalves as diligent as |,

are :agd to have boea tho model 1adlss of days
gono by. -

If to tho performanco of his publie functions
we sdl tho duty of his boooming aoquainted
with ali thess falr daoghtors of Han, it s plainly
fmposgibie that the Emperor can pess his days
in idiencsa; aud down to tho munutast detail
tho «“Rituals® prescribo the part he is to play
1u all aad avery capecily, whethior as king npon

And this filuslcatos b - psonliar position which
ths Emporer of Ohiua occuples nmong the
monarghs of tho Xast, Asatemporal sovoreign
ho 1s obeyod, and as'a spiritual ruler he is wore
shiped. In his dotible claim to supromuoy he
somowhat retombles {ho of iobrew Hs.
tory, and finds his approximata dounterpart in
moderntimesin the Popoof Romé, Tho saared.
neas of his person throws A Poliglous hale around
every actlon of his life, His meals are 50 ar-
ranged 43 10 symbolise sacrifelal foasts, When
ho periakos of vogolablos hols tnvited toreflect
on the wori of the Chincss Adam; and When
he tastos tho six kinds of grain his thoughts are
earriod bask to tho first turnor of the sod. Boft
musio i3 played to eunoourage his appetite, and
tho dishes are remoeved from tablo to tho tune
of fifos and drums. Tho maxim of that ¢the
king can do no wrong,” takos rathor thoe form,
in China of “whatevor tho king doof 1a holy,
righteous, and pure,” and honoo many of the
imporial doings, which would bo frqwned at in
Europe, recoive in China tho & sanctlon of
religlon. To this circumstango.we owe it that
in tho “Rituala® e find so :ﬁn y détulls of tho
private lifo of the Emperor and of thio ladles of
the palaco. Wo loarn that in uvery fifteondays
tho Emperor rcoolves visits from represduta-
tlves of cach rank of wifo and cogoublne.” On
oach ¢f tho first niro days of tha month one of
tho nino concubinos splectod froma the clghty.
ono pay tholr rospects to him; 'on the noxt
threo suocegding days threo of tho wives of the
third rank bave that honor; thén follows one
of tho socond rank; then ong of each 0ftho two
supstlor grades; and at every full moon the
Empress, and sho alone, 18 his companion. Dun
fog tho last half of tho month the érdeér of visits
is rovorsed, and in this way, in the course of
about four months, the Emperor onjoys the so.
cloty of evory lady of his harem, .

It we waner from tho ladiag’ sparimonts into
the othor quarlars of the paldce we, find them
swarming with thoso: officials whose wvarious
callings and immenso numbors gO far {0 mako
up the barbarie mplondor of Eastorn courts—
marshals, ehamberlalns, and Jords-in-waliting
are thore In shoals, but ~o do not ‘concern our
solves with thoss groat gentloman, 1Our object
18 to galn some {unight into the evéry-daylifein
store for his 1w serinl Majesty Tungchi, and tho
more domestis fanotionaries with whom bo will
bosarroundod. We theroforegive s wids berth to
811 woarers of high oflelnt buttons, gnd ontor into
convorsation ‘With.-the first goodmatured look.
ing mnatire @'A8tel that wo mect. " Ho takes us
into the buttery, and wo are just ih time to ses
his brothren on duty—our gulds télls us thas
there are alsognther 152 of themipropats the
materials for the Emporor's dinner, Bome are
glving out thbalx kinds of grain which aro to
form tho vegotablo part of tho repast; others
ars meking hashes of tho variong sacrificlal
meoats; the callermeon aro pouring out tho aliot-
ted quantiity of half a dozon gdiffercnt kinds of
vrine; skillful hands are slicing the meats for
tho savory Qishog, and arc welghing out the
hundred and twsnty kinds of splces which are
to seasoh them; while others are prepering
dollcate morsols, guch as tho cholos parts of a
sucking-pig, ©F tho fat of kidneys, 10 sorve 23 a
bonre Boucke &% tho last, When all ths covers
hava boen doly 14id out.and.propared, they are
carrlod juto the kitchen, where 128 cooks stand
rosdy 10 receive thent.

Qn fest-days—that is 1o 2ay, when any grost
wmisfor{une gvurlekos the opnatry—the Emperor
goer vrithout this graad repast; and if he and
his Or-xiwwaro to tako s littla more exercise,
and {5 fat & little oftencr then they do, 4t is
} possiblo wuad & roduciion might ba madetn tho
stafl of fifty-2wo doctors who at prosont reside
within tho pelacs walle. Bat, unfortunstely,
the Jden of bodily oxertion is abhorrent.to tho
mind of every truo Chinaman; tho throeo soors
and two imperizl huntsmbdn meat often have
causo O \gomplalg_&haz

o Thelr hawks are tired of psych and hood
e Eerhonads Lo thels (oo

—unless, indeod, they cater for tho msarket on
thelr own acoount, a'supposition to which ths
occasional activity odservablo fn tho neighbor
hood of the ro¥hl pres-ves le
for bunting; which, boYoro the
tho foundoers of thoe dynasty had been subduod
by contaost writh Qaitnefdd Juxury, was the oon-

Courts, has now, undor.ths dngensrato rule of
thelr doscendan.s, dwjrdiod down Lo a very oc-
ocasjonal bdattne, odonductod in“thri  most oon-
tomptible, luxnrious, 4o anlike man-
ner. Bat, though the huntamen of modera
imes have Uttls to dc, thero can de litlls doudt

makors, 34 furile-catchars, 93 icemen, K3, fisher-
mon, 11 Jewalers, and others—arc geldom idle.
It 18 &190 worthy of somark that, amid tho vast
population within tho palace valls, we find no
rofuresice to a 8ingla pricst of any sect, the Empe-
ror himself exoepted, and four praying women
aro deemod suftfclont o gain forgivenoess for the
&1ns of tho Couri, aad the favor of hoaven for
tholr Imporial Majestlos and the Emplro,

e D I s

IxqQuzstrys peopla gomotimes mest with little ad-
ventured whwg.x:uo'thom wink.” A fellow whowas
payiog attention’ to a countsy #irl, atsle up to e
{tchon where sht was 8t work the otier mornang
toges Whne mind of A housekoeper sha was,

3 got interestod az hes ind & door all an-
besrvod, watshiog the falr ono ut her t.. &=d In

-]

dwe snddently. Reaowwearsigina

some ojlor
e lon

atant amosement of theEmperots and ibai,

that the hands of the othar caterers=100 winmd

xrdor of hir ahservations he introded hia nosd *
%E:c thoe ofeek of o’daor. Bhe innusenily sl thad
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