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Have any of my young readers ever wvatchled careftilly thq doings of a
colony of ants? The other day I was niuch interested in a number of
them excavating a Ixole, in a sand bll. It was wonderful what heavy
burdens in the shape of grains of sand they would carry, and how nimbly
they would work, and deposit their load on the outside of a rapidly grow-
in-t ridlýe.around their littie cave. Their burden Nvould usually roll away
to the bottoin of the mound by its own weiglit, showing method and cal-
culation in their wvork. Once iii a while, however, a lazy fellow would
deposit his load on the inside, of the ridge, and liurrying away would tind
that it had reacbed the bottom on the inside as quickly as himself. So
it had to st-art and do its work over again, or, if it was left anothei must
pick it Up and leave, it at a safe distance. IlHow like human nature !'>

thouglit 1.Il Men and woxnen, boys and girls alike. One with pains-
taking care Nvill (I0 every duty faithiftlly; another wilI do it in a slipshod
way, and the work must be gone over ag,,ain aud again, inultiplying the
labour by carelessness'" I learnied tîxis lesson by considering the littie
ant:-Every duty should be performed faithfully. We only add to our
labour by haif doing a task. IlWhatever is worth doing la worth coing
-%vel1." Study iProv. vi., 6.

I rememberonce reading of one who was delighted with the production
of anl erninent artist. HIe studied the picture in all the peculiar liglits
calculated to 1)roduce an effeoL. Its various shades were adnaired and
extollcd. Out of one of the clark corners a portion of the picture was
ste-althily cut ini order that the admirer ntight possesa a portion of the
Ymaster's handiwork. Kow, what did lie have?1 Only a clark, nieaning-
less blotch when separated froni the pictture. When ini its proper place it1' xtood out as a necessary part of the whole, and then there was meaning
i.n evcry shade, and in every touch, but separated it was a blank.

Take God's word as a whole. .You cannot fathom the full meaning of
the writer of a Book of the Bible without examining bis whole argument;
then let the liglit of one Book illumine the Cther, and by so doing you
will reach nearer to Ilthe ligli,,t that lighteneth every mnan that coxneth
into the wo.ld»

My dear young readers try to, malte each of these two, lessons govera
your every day life; the first will be of immense value to, you in the
battle of Jife: your Success depends upon 1V. By practisix4 the second,
you will attain to the lar.gest share of the best of ail knowledge, that of
God Himself. It,%will fit you to enjoy in the best way Hie teaching in
this world, and prepare you for Ris company for evei'.


