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looks ont upon the summer sky, which is 
calm and bright, as if no thunder-cloud e 
could ever darken its serenity, and watches, 
without hardly being aware of it, a bird
clearing its way swiftly through the im­
palpable ether, as if on some hasty errand ; 
but swifter far even than the passage of its 
light quivering wings, has been the flight 
of her own true spirit to the preseuce of 
him for whom, in her silence, she cares 
with an ever-loving sympathy, day by day, 
and hour by hour—Bertrand—her Ber­
trand no longer—but still the one love of 
her life. What will this momentous news 
be to him ? She knows it all well, by the 
instinct of her true a flection, as none 
other upon earth can know it, and her 
heart sinks within her with a leaden 
weight of terror, fur she unden tends that 
the very fact of an enemy confronting 
France will raise up all his patriotism, 
t tilled rather than slumbering, like a giant 
in hie streni th, and that he will fling him 
fwlf into a convulsion of anxiety to share 
the perils of hie own true country. Hie 
duties as an employee of the English Gov­
ernment wfll seem to him like the galling 
fetters of an iron chain, but his strong 
sense of honour may lead him to consider 
himself still bound by them if France is 
triumphant, and seems to have no need of 
aid of any save those who are outwardly, 
as well as in heart her eons ; but if she 
should prove unfortunate, if reverses should 
befall her, and her mighty foe should 
wound her to the heart, then Mary knew 
it would be to Bertrand Lisle as though a 
blow had been struck at his mother, and 
that all other considerations would be flung 
to the winds in order ti»*»» be gkt fly to 
her aid, and give gle life at
least, if he looked
up to heaven, au& in an
earnest prayer for at
the nnoeasing Ruppliawtij^^^Hfcreser. 
ration which were to riséfnrYut heart 
night and day through all tn^rying time 
to c6me. Then she thought of Lurline. 
The marriage would hare to be postponed, 
that was certain, whether Bertrand joined 
the French army or not. He would cer­
tainly not entangle himself with such k 
binding tie while France was iti peri.! ; but 
except the immediate anxiety for Lis safe­
ty, it ought to make little difference to 
Laura i if she loved him truly she would be 
ready to wait for him ae long as might be 
neeeeeary, and to marry him ultimately, 
under whatever change of external circum­
stances. How earnestly did Mary pray 
that Lurline would now give him all the 
heartfelt sympathy she would hernelf have 
accorded to him had she stood in the place 
of his future wife, letting no thought of 
herself or her claims upon him add a 
feather-weight to the anxieties which 
would at once oppress him. Mary knew 
nothing of what was going on at Chiver- 
ley ; none of the Wyndhams had taken the 
trouble to write to her, and she had re­
ceived but on# letter from Bertrand. It 
had come only* week or two after she had 
left the rectory, accompanied by a business­
like despatch from his solictor, and it was 
written to tell her, in the most delicate 
manner, that he had settled upon her a 

, part of bis income, and that the lawyer en­
closed her the deeds which secured it to 
her. She answered it by declining gently, 
but almost absolutely, to receive even the 
smallest amount of money from hia hands. 
She returned tho legal documents, and as­
sured him that she required nothing what­
ever, as all her wants were supplied in the 
new life she had chosen for herself. It 
might be that her determination had offend­
ed him, but, anyhow, he bad never written 
to her agitin, and she knew nothing what­
ever of hie movements. Many sad and 
anxitius thoughts disturbed poor Mary’s

faithful heart aa she stood there looking 
ont on ti e tranquil sunshine ; but sudden- 

i ly an idea passed into her mind which 
woke a light of fervent joyfulneas in her 
dark eyes.- Remembering how women 
were allowed to go out from England to 
help the yictims of the Crimean War, it oc 
curred to her that some similar organiza­
tion might be employed in aid of the 
wounded in France. “ If so I shall go," 
she said to herself; "I shall go to help 
Bertrand's countrymen—perhaps—perhaps 

i himself I"
(To be continued.)

AN ARMY OF ANTS. v
In an open Caribi bouge I was sitting 

one afternoon reading, be’ng qnite alone, 
for we had found no inhabiiaota there, 
and I had sent my Arawak crew in various 
directions to search for them. A sharp 
bite caused me to look at the assailant. 
It was a “ yakrnan” which had given my 
ankle a nip, just to sec xvhat it was made 
of. A score of hia comrades were running 
np my legs, and I had to hasten out of «he 
house—which was by that time alive with 
them—and brnah them off. This was 
effected with little damage, and I had then 
a fine opportunity of observing the tac ice 
of this predatory horde. One immense 
column eame through the forest, marching 
along the ground, and winding it* way 
round the roots of the trees. The cap 
tains, whose heads and forceps are twice 
as big aa those of the rank and file, were 
marching at inlet vale alongside the 
«damn, and directing their operations 
Just as the column approached the house, 
it divided intq^three ; one eame round on 
the right flqfljsyMb or on the left, while 
the main j^^^Bh^uieh had driven me 
out—was fra®Hnf centre. No insect 
without wings could escape them. Even 
those able to fly, as the great South Ameri 
can cockroach, eoemed paralysed with 
fear, and, trying to hide were
caught under the troolil^^Ech. Down 
they fell, covered with HflE and hun­
dreds moro on the ground tprew them­
selves upon them, un'il they were com­
pletely hidden by a living mass. Resist 
ance ceased, and the work of catting up 
and dragging off commenced. In two 
hours the ants had cleared out the whole 
building. It was then about four o’clock, 
when, as if by some recognised signal, 
they gathered into three columns, falling 
by the ss me routes into one maiq body, 
which continued its long winding march 
through the woo Is When they rest for 
the night, they cling together in an im­
mense cmster. I have seen them in the 
corner of a room where I had to sleep, 
reaching from the floor nearly to the ceil 
ing, and from one to two feet thick. In 
the midst of these living masses are their 
eggs, or pupœ, which they moat carefully 
guard from the cold and dtmp, and which 
are hatched there.—Miteion Life.

[Fisa vast 10th, tat

ginal design of scattering this grail atf 
rice seems to bo an offering to the god. q, 
the twenty-first day from the birth of |L 
child alt the women of the family 
under a fig tree, and worship the goddek 
Shasthi again. The woman, if her AflgT 
a male, is now regarded as pure ; but if u 
is n female, then she must extend W

Kriod of non purification for a month 
leee ceremonie* over, the child's natif, 
ity are cast b\ an astronomer, and Itifcf! 

tune told in that vague, mysterious, non- 
com promising language so much in ton, 
among liiia fraternity all the world ovsr. 
A name is then bestowed npon the infrnt 
This la nrually the mother's preromgfa 
and the name given is commonly one 
taken from their mythology, such as tint 
of one of the gods; or sometimes, if y* 
mother is of a sentimental turn of grind, 
the name of a flower or a tree la 
the child. Sometime» parents 
their children soft and harsh name* 
nalely, hoping thereby to obviate the easy 
of their neighbours, and their eonseqnsni 
malice, if all the children had pleasant- 
eoandmg names.—Prom " The Race* g 
Mankind."

CLOSE QUESTIONS.
Your tempers. How are they 

become impatient under trial $.| 
chided or crossed ; angry, revenj 
injured ; vain, when fl» tie red ; g 
prospered ; eomptainiog, when 
unbelieving, when wemlngly 
unkind, when neglected ? Are 
to discontent, to ambition, to 
Are you worldly f Covetous of rit 
vain pomp and parade, of indpln 
honor, of ease? Are yon unfeeling, 
tempt non* of others, seeking your ’ 
boasters, proud, lover* of your own se 
Beware t These are the sediments of 
old nature t Nay, if they exist in 
however email a degree, they are 
strati ve that the old man of si 
It will be a sad mistake If you 
evils within and etoae your eyes to t!

* » professions of)
infirmities i

HINDOO SUPERSTITION.
Long before a Hindoo child is born the 

mother—who is treated with great kind 
ness—performs certain ceremonies to avert 
evil from her future offspring. As soon ae 
the father visits hie new-born child be 
pute a Utile money into its hand, and all 
the relatives who accompany him follow 
his example. On the fifth day the mother 
bathes ; on the sixth she worships the 
goddess Shastbi iu the shed where the 
child had beeu born; and on the eighth, 
eight kinds of parched corn and rice, pre­
pared in the house, are scattered in front 
of the door, and are eagerly picked up and 
eaten by poor children, who are always on 
the look-out for such wind-falls. The ori-

and continue to make 
ness. These ate not 
Indications of want of graoi.—. Potter. WWy-

Them may bo outward activity 
inward sloth in the same individual. tl

Ir “visitingthe widow and the 
leee” have so much of vitality In the 
ciple, do not ye keep no Ear from thé
tioe.

Without the Spirit. Si. Peter 
at the voice of a maid servant ; with i 
Spirit, he withstood king» and pr
St. Jerome*

The leaves of the Gumbo trees, 
grow in the West Indies, when eaten 
any animal will eaoee all fie hair to 
ont, and I have seen horses andeows 1 
without a hair in mane or tale from < 
ite leaves. The ManohenUio tree is q« 
common on some of theee islands, awl 
very poisonous. The wind blowing thru 
it direetly upon a persons sensitive to 
son, will take effect In a few mome 
The smoke from its horning wood has *• | 
same effect. I saw a horse which bad 
taken shelter under one of these trees dur­
ing a shower, whose hair was taken on 
wherever the drops of rain from its boi 
had touched him, and afterwards bad t! 
mottled appearance. A negro, who tH»- 
under one of them in midday, was awaken­
ed nearly unconscious, as if under the ef­
fects ofa powerful nareotie. I have known 
several cases of severe poiecn ani tWC 
deaths from eating crabs -poisoned with 
this tree. “
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