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At St. Laurent
(By An Old Subscriber.)

HERE arc throe great pa
trons of charity amongst 
the Saints in Heaven. On 
earth they were three re
markable loaders in the 

army of the Church Militant, above 
they are equally conspicuous in the 
long procession of the glorious mem
bers of the Church Triumphant. They 
are Saint Bernard, Saint Anthony 
and Saint Vincent de Paul. It is not 
often that we find the three united in 
a single appeal on behalf of the poor 
and suffering. One of the most in
teresting and instructive pieces of 
Christmas Catholic literature that 1 
have read, for a long time, is a 
small article that appeared during 
mid-December, entitled “A Christ
mas Dream." The principal actor in 
this kind of drama is a pniest, and 
he holds converse, in dream, with 
the three great saints just mention
ed. It is a novel way of making an 
appeal for funds for a charitable in
stitution, especially at that particu
lar season, and so much was 1 im
pressed by it that I resolved lo 're
produce it in this column. It needs 
no comment.

they are frequent, and very fervent 
while they last.

THE DREAM.—The scene is laid 
in St. Vincent’s Homo, Liverpool, in 
Father Berry’s room. He, the di
rector of the Home, is seated in his 
arm-chair; the hour is late and he is 
very tired; all day he has been writ
ing and despatching Christmas ap
peals, Ho speaks wearily to himself: 
"Over two hundred appeals xfrrittcn 
and posted to-day. A sovereign gone 
in stamps alone. I wonder how 
many hearts they will reach—aye, 
and touch. If those to whom I have 
written would but read my appeal, 
they could not fail to realize my po
sition. The plain but painful fact is, 
I am in need of money wherewith to 
buy bread for my very large ramily 
of little ones—children gathered toge
ther from all parts of the country. 
Few of those to whom I appeal un
derstand that many a poor lad and 
lass ‘dump’ themselves down in this 
great city of ours, having tramped 
and trained from all parts of the 
country in search of work, odd jobs, 
and chance situations. I cannot and 
will not turn them adrift because 
they are not of this diocese. All 
have souls to be saved. And to save 
young and little souls their half- 
naked bodies must be clothed and 
fed. I have come to the end of my 
credit. Patience and long-suffering 
have been—and arc—my only credit
ors, ‘something on account.’ You 
cheque on account. Father,’ is what 
I have heard and read every hour of 
the day. It would take a good num
ber of choaues, not all little ones, to 
give to each of you, my good credit
or si ‘something on account.’ You 
tell me that Christmas is coming and 
that alms always roll in at Christ
mas and New Year. God grant that 
they may. How earnestly I have 
prayed that they will. Surely the 
Patron Saints of our Homes have 
heard me—St. Bernard, St. Anthony 
and St. Vincent de Paul. He at least 
should have pity on me for he pass
ed through the mill, and must still 
remember the grinding of the work 
which it has pleased God to place on 
my poor, unworthy shoulders. You 
St. Anthony, ‘the wonder worker,’ 
you will work a- great one for me 
this Christmastide."

THE DIALOGUE.—Father Berry 
fell asleep, as he pronounced these 
words. I will now give the details 
of "One Who Does Believe In It."

"They appear to be looking down 
upon him from a celestial cloud.

St. Bernard: My son, you appear 
to be in deep distress—nay, despond
ent. It seems to me that you make 
too great a feature of the money side 
of your work. Know you not, my 
son, that spiritual exercises are more 
profitable than corporal?

Father Berry: Tnue, indeed, most 
great and holy St. Bernard; and, in 
my poor and humble way, I try to 
follow the teaching contained in 
your "Apologia." Yet you would 
not have me wholly forget the cor
poral works of mercy. For didst not 
thou, great Saint, in 1125, the year 
o< the fearful famine, in order to re
lieve the poor, leave thy monks at 
Clairvaux, half starving? As for

St. Bernard: That may be. But 
you, Vincent, neven sought to grab 
and grub in money in season and out 
of season, spending whole days—nay, 
weeks, months, aye, years — in ob
taining it. You, like good St. Anth
ony, preached charity, and exhorted 
all to give personal service and alms 
in its cause.

St. Vincent: Aye, aye, Brother 
Bernard. I did all that to the best of 
my poor powers from 1600 until 
166.1), the years of my life on earth. 
But I did beg—nay, no man more 
so. No miser rated the value of mo
ney as I did, because . . . (He 
pauses.)

Father Benry: If it be not too pre
sumptuous in me to finish St. Vin
cent’s sentence. I would say that, (be
cause no angel in Heaven could have 
spent the money more unselfishly for 
the souls and bodies of Christ’s poor 
and suffering than he did. Beg! Is it 
not written in history, O my great 
and gracious Patrons, how St. Vin
cent begged? Do we poor mortals on 
earth not read in Abolly and in Col
let that it was proved that authen
tic vouchers that two millions of 
livres, according to the value of mo
ney at that time considerable above 
one hundred thousand pounds sterl
ing, was raised by St. Vincdnt in 
Paris alone for distribution among 
the sick and suffering victims of the 
war in Lorraine. Ah! great Saint, 
how I have envied—piously, I hope—

, your prodigious powers of raising 
money.

) St. Vincent: Yes, yes; 1 remember. 
Great indeed was the distress, but 
great was the charity of those am
ongst whom I pleaded. But greater 
even now the need, it seems to me. 
For does not our poor son on earth 
plead for those whose souls are in 
more urgent danger than their bod
ies?—youths and little ones more ex
posed to the loss of their faith than 
in my days on earth. Aye, aye, 'tis 
so indeed. We must bestir ourselves, 
Brothers, to come to this poor 
priest’s aid. Speak, my son: what 
wo-uld you that wo do for you this 
Christmastide before the throne of 
God? Speak openly “and with every 
confidence. We are your patrons and 
protectors.

Father Berry:’ I am dumbfounded, 
indeed, most venerable Saints of 
God. Most humbly, yet deeply and 
gratefully, I thank you all. If the 
great St. Bernard would plead with 
our Lord that all the inmates of re
ligious orders and congregations of 
men and women within these lands 
pray for the furtherance of ^hc well
being, spiritual and temporal, of all 
destitute children, great indeed would 
be my joy.

St. Bernard: It shall be done. It 
pleases me much to see t hat you have 
every confidence in prayer. Who 
knows but that many of these reli
gious orders and communities may, 
as mine did in the hard days of 1125, 
submit themselves to some extra 
mortification, privation, or self-sacri
fice to aid thee, good ami well-mean
ing priest df God, in thy corporal ef-

On Monday, January 4th, the im
posing and touching ceremony of en
try upon different stages of a reli
gious life was held at the Convent of 
the Holy Cross, St. Laurent, P. Q., 
when a large number of ladies, whose 
names in the world and those adopt
ed on making their vows or accept
ing the Holy Habit, we give below.

Rev. Mr. Lecoq, Superior of St. 
Sulpice, presided and delivered an 
eloquent sermon, during the course 
of which striking and imprdsn/o ics- 
eons were drawn of the grandeur of 
the religious state.

There was a large attendance nf 
the clergy, amongst others:—

Very Rev. Canon Martin, Rev. P 
M. Moulin, chaplain of the commun
ity; Rev. M. Morin, pastor of St 
Edwards’ parish Montreal; Rev. Fa
ther McDonald, St. Gabriel’s, Mont
real; Rev. Father Condon, C.3.C. 
Laurent College; Rev. A. i’. Desro- 
chers. Woonsocket, R.I.; Rev. Father 
Berube. New Bedford, Mass.; Rev
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Mr. Vaillancourt, 
others.

St. Teresa, and

FINAL VOWS.—Sister M. of St 
Maurice, Miss C. Wadsworth, Ren
frew, Ont.

Sister M. of St. Edward, Miss Sa
rah McDonald, Alexandria, Ont.

Sister M. of St. Imelda, Miss Ad 
ele Farley, Burlington, Vt.

Sister M. of St. Monica, Miss Sa
rah Shaw, Alexandria, Ont.

TEMPORARY VOWS.—Sister M. of 
St. Omcr, Miss L. Larue, New Bed
ford, Mass.

Sister M. of St. Ida, Miss Cather
ine Horan, Magog, P.Q.

Sister 31. of St. Helena, Miss Mar
garet Barrington, Montreal. .

Sister 31. of St. Hughes, Miss Eva 
Comtois, 3Iagog, P.<^.

Sister 31. of St. Godfrey, 3Iiss An
na Robert, Suncook, N.H.

Sister M. of St. Callista, Miss El
la Cameron, Greenfield, Ont.

Sister M. of St. Agnes, 3Iiss Rosa 
Gundit, St. Ligouri.^P.Q. %

Sister M. of St. Judith, 3Iiss Can- 
cia Gauthier, Rochester, N.H.

Sister 31. of St. Emery, 3Iiss Geor- 
giana Duval, St. Albans, Vt.

Sister 31. of St. Zacharj , Miss An
na Valiqucttc, St. Martin, P.Q.

St. Anthony: Well, my son, what 
askest thou of me?

Father Berry: Surely, St. Anth
ony, thou hast not forgotten! Put 
into the hearts of thy innumerable 
clients throughout these lands of 
ours to send me bread—thy bread — 
so that my little ones may not 
starve.

St. Vincent: And from me what 
desirest thou, my beggar son?

Father Berry: Oh! St. Vincent, 
canst .thou ask, who possessed and 
possess still the secret of touching 
all hearts, reaching all purses? Touch 
the hearts of the thousands of those 
who turn aside from my appeals, 
whose hearts I have failed to reach! 
They must—they will listen to you.

St. Vincent: Aye, poor son in sor
row and anxiety, I will do of my 
best. Come, Brothers Bernard and 
Anthony. It is Christmas time; we 
must not tarry, for Heaven is full of 
appeals of this nature, but, in my 
humble opinion, none so deserving as 
this.

St. Anthony and St. Bernard (to
gether) : Nor mine, indeed.

They disappear; Father Berry
prayer and intercession, ask St. An- J wakes and rushes to the letter-box.' 
thony there—he can speak for me.

St. Anthony: Aye, Brother Ber-
most certainly I can, and 
Our afflicted son in the flesh

leaves me but Utile truce. True, his 
prayers are not of great length, yet

What the result of the dream was, 
we are not told; but the supposed 
words of the three Sainte constitut
ed a very timely lesson for Catholic* 
the world over.

HOLY HABIT.—Miss C. Girouard, 
Sister 31. of St, Dominic, Nashua, 
N.H.

3Iiss 31. A. Bigras, Sister M. of 
SI. Francis of Sales, St. Martin, 
P-Q.

Miss D. Lachapelle, Sister M. of 
St. Bonaventure, St. Ligouri, P.Q.

Miss L. Lachapelle, Sister M. of 
St. Lucien.

Miss M. Durand, Sister M. of St. 
Jane of Chantalf Varrennes, P.Q.

Miss E. Lalande, Sister M. of Loy
ola, St. Hermes, P.Q.

Miss Y. Poitras, Sister M. of Beth
lehem, St. Scholastic, P.Q.

Miss R. Cloutier, Sister M. of St. 
Hermeline, St. Rose, P.Q.

Miss Annie McDonnell, Sister M. of 
St. Adela, Greenfield, Ont.

Miss L. Caron, Sister M. of Peter 
C laver, Montreal.

Miss E. Colette, Sister M. of the 
Passion, Montreal.

Miss M. Chevalier, Sister M. of the 
Cenacle, St. Albans, Vt.

Miss L. Tremblay, Sister M. of 
Peace, Napierville, P.Q.

Miss A. Rotiert, Sister M. of Char
ity, Magog, P.Q.

Miss W. Kelly, Sister M. of Mercy, 
Montreal.

Miss R. Desjardins, Sister M. of St. 
Madeleine, New Bedford, Mass.

Miss C. Desjardins, Sister M. of 
St. Aglae, New Bedford, Mass.

Miss R. Gagne. Sister M. of ^t. 
Roseline, New Bedfond, Mass.

Miss C. Turcotte, Sister M. of St. 
Zenaide, Somersworth, N.H.

Miss Hary Agnes Gahan, Sister M. 
of the Cross, Montreal.

Miss Ida Barbe, Sister M. of the 
Crib, Montreal.

Miss S. Yergeau, Sister M. of St. 
Theotlate, S uncock, N. H.

Miss R. Dufresne, Sister M. of the 
Holy Infancy, St. Rose, P.Q.

Miss V. Bosse, Sister M. of St. 
Hospice, Ot. Helene. P.Q..

Miss-L. Duplessis, Sister M. of the 
Crucifix,, Montreal.

In a recent issue of one of the 
large New York dailies we find dis
cussed the question: "Shall the 
Schools Teach Morals?" In the first 
place the asking of such a question 
seems to us to be tantamount to a 
confession that morals are not in
culcated in the public schools. All 
along we have known this to be the 
case: we have seen too often the con
trast between the pubUc school and 
the Catholic school, on this score, 
equally have we noted the different 
results of the two systems. But we 
did not think that it would be pub
licly asked, by those engaged in edu
cational affairs, whether or not mo
rals should be taught, on rather in
culcated, in the schools. Hero is the 
exact wording of the introduction to 
the lengthy article in question:— 

"The Public School curriculum a- 
gain needs stretching—that is, there 
are people who think it does. Judged 
by its elasticity during the last ten 
years this may easily be done. Prof. 
M. L. Perrin, of Boston University, 
who is also an inspector of the pub
lic .schools of Wellesley, Mass., evi
dently knows this. In an address be
fore the Massachusetts Teachers' As
sociation the other day he discussed 
the teaching of morals in public 
schools, maintaining that the time 
had come when the schools must 
take up the matter and that the 
question of how to go about it cor
rectly must also be considered. Chil
dren, he intimated: should be taught 
to be good, but not that df they were 
good they would all grow up to be 
Presidents of the United States. He 
laid special stress on the need of 
teaching two virtues—humility and 
frugality."

Surely this is a’ late day, in the 
history of the world, to begin seri
ously considering the need of teach
ing morals to children. It is decid
edly queer to hear a professor and 
inspector insisting that children must 
be taught to be good. As far as we 
Catholics arc concerned, this sounds 
almost as strange as were Frofesson 
Perrin to have said that it was full 
time that children would be taught 
the alphabet and that in public 
schools it wotild Le necessary in fu
ture to teach them how to write. 
The one is as elementary as the 
other. From time immemorial the 

4basis of all Catholic education has 
been Faith and 3forals; and, to come 
down to particulars, both humility 
and frugality have been taught, not 
only by precept, but by example, in 
all Catholic schools. When the 
monks gathered in the youth of the 
different countries to rescue them 
from ignorance and misery, they set 
before those young persons most 
striking examples of humility and 
frugality. It was so from the very 
beginning, and all through those 
Ages of Faith, which so many are 
pleased to call "Dark Ages;’’ and it 
is only in this twentieth centuries 
that the promoters of non-sectarian 
education are beginning to find out 
the need of moral training for the 
young.

This is one of the most emphatic 
testimonials, that we have ever read, 

the superiority of the Catholic 
system of education over all other 
systems. And even were the public 
schools to be blessed with some sort 
of moral training, it would be only 
human virtues that would be instill- 
ed into the children; the)' do not 
even pretend to rise into the spiri
tual realm. Yet, morals without 
Faith are like Faith without good 
works. 1

banquet was given recently in \ Ireland the 
ner’a Hotel. ph-ilnrinlnkio T>„ _ ’ aeyDooner’e Hotel, Philadelphia, Pa., in 

honor of Mr. Charles R. Devlin, Irish 
Nationalist member of the British 
Parliament for Galway city, by the 
Philadelphia Central Council of the 
United Irish League of America. 
There was a large attendance, and 
Mr. Devlin received an enthusiastic 
welcome. John McCaffrey, president 
of the council, occupied the chair, 
and intnoduced the guest in a brief 
but eloquent speech.

3Ir. Devling spoke as follow^:—

"I cannot find words to thank you titles to bestow

strong sympat““y “unt upon the

their countrymen i„ *Upport »1
world. Fault is ° iParte °' the 
with us that „e '°u„d
«nee. but as long £ *'r '°r assist-
not complain, whos_ pcol’>o d0
We appeal to our Wness is it?
interest of a great Z^d ™ th“ 
n>ent for the betterment "^ho"Oï0- 

dftion of Ireland. Anyway , 
tictü parties have their („'/ Poli- 
only hope they come bv the ““ 1 
ostly as wo do by uurs °S hu"- 
tainly don't as --------- ' -Thcy cer-

sufficiently for all the kindness ex
tended to me and for the splendid de
monstration which you have made 
this evening. If at times we find oun 
path difficult, and if Irish political 
life carries with it trials and priva
tions, certainly there are moments of 
great and consoling compensation.

“It has been said that America 
owes much to Ireland, and this is 
true. In the various walks of life, in 
the political arena, in commerce and 
in agriculture, in the industrial world 
as in the liberal professions, in the 
amny and in the church, Irishmen are 
found shedding luster on this • coun
try, consecrating to its material wel
fare their struggle and their genius, 
taking an honorable part in all that 
goes to extend the wealth, assure the 
solidity and brighten the future of 
this wonderful republic.

"But Ireland is also under an 
obligation of deep gratitude to Am
erica, for support and sympathy re
ceived in bright and dark seasons, in 
the hour of adversity and now in 
the hour of triumph. Believe me when 
I tell you that the Irish Parliament
ary party, representing Ireland and 
speaking for Ireland, are fully con
scious of all that is now being done 
in America by the United Irish 
I league and by true friends, and we 
are deeply grateful.

openly. We haVo 
we have no

JUDGMENT FOB INF NUNS

"It would be idle for me to at
tempt to escape from at least a pass
ing mention of recent incidents, 
grossly exaggerated by cablegrams 
sent to this country, but which 
nevertheless disturbed you. What are 
the facts? Mr. William O’Brien, 
whose position in the councils of the 
party is very high and who has ren
dered such signal service to the cause 
of Ireland, resented the tone or crit
icism offered by a prominent Nation
alist paper and by others with re
spect to terms of sale and other fea
tures connected with operations un
der the Land Act, and he announced 
his intention to resign his seat and 
withdrew from public life. At once 
the directory of the United Irish 
League assembled and passed a reso
lution inviting Mr. O’Brien, for 
whom they have the most affection
ate regard, and in whom they repose 
the fullest confidence, to withdraw 
his resignation. The Irish Parlia
mentary party did likewise and per
fect unanimity prevailed at both 
meetings. This exclusively concludes 
that ne\erj before, was Irelana so 
un1 led an ! so determined to reliain 
un* ted as now; and that the enemies 
of our race must suffer disappoint
ment if they imagine even for a mo
ment that dissension will be tolerat
ed within the ranks of the party. Let 
me add one word. I think, in fact,
I may almost say, that I know we 
shall have Mr. William O’Brien back 
before many months. His great gen
ius is necessary to Ireland—and his, 
patriotism is too genuine to deny to 
Ireland the service of that genius. He 
is resting. Seeking thatNhealth and 
strength which he has not enjoyed 
for some time.

tracts to offer; wo hnvo 
or places to give; wo^make our 
poa.1 openly, and how hearty is. .T 
response. The means we anm 
the cleanest and the sources d 
come our money the purest 'T“c'! 
fore claim that to-day in 
wonld there is no political 
honorably gained, so carefully ,, 
istered and with a nobier t
view than the Irish fund.

• • *

"To what purposes do we devote 
the money sent over? We fight 
enemy with it. Our organization 
which is admittedly the most perteci

n hTI Bri‘ain anrt Ircl««d. is theUnited Irish League. I am able to 
speak with some knowledge of the 
valuable work done in England and 
Scotland by means of the League 
how our people are kept together and 
the immense force they exercise for 
-good -in those countries. The enemy 

a rich and powerful government 
and we have to fight that govern
ment in the courts and not on the 
land of Ireland. It is i 
pursue this

unnecessary to 
branch of my subject. 

You know that no matter what sub
scriptions you give, they 
ployed for Ireland,

are em- 
and that no mat

ter how great they may be there are 
in the Irish party men who have 
made much greater sacrifices, who 
have suffered much and who in many 
instances have given up the most 
brilliant chances in life — to serve 
their country. An English member— 
and indeed politicians in almost 
every country of tho world have am
bition-something to win. The Irish 
member of Parliament has nothing 
to gain—nothing to expect —yes, he 
wins the respect and the esteem of 
his countrymen.

"The Irish party have an object in 
view. They are determined to win 
the legislative freedom of Ireland. 
We insist upon the right of the Irish 
people to the Government of Ireland 
—the privilege enjoyed by Canadians, 
Australians, etc. What extent must 
such a measure take? Parnell once 
truly declared that ‘no man has a 
right to fix the boundary to the 
march of a nation.’ Let Ireland 
know the proposal and Ireland will 
be ready with the answen.

About three weeks ago, at Miort, 
in France, the Superioress-General 
and two Sisters of the Congregation 
of the Immaculate Conception were 
brought before the tribunal to an
swer to accusations arising out of 
the Law of Associations. Surprising 
to say, the tribunal returned a ver
dict of "not guilty." In all the his
tory of this unfortunate and unjus
tifiable y persecution, this decision 
stands out as a solitary exception. 
And even that might be a hopeful 
skgn were it not that it was due 
more to the pressure to any sense of 
justice on the part of those who ad
ministered the law. The Sisters had 
done such an amount of good in the 
whole district, had been the protec
tion of such a vast number, had dis
pensed so much charity and mercy on 
all sides, that there was scarcely a 
single family in the whole depart
ment that was not under some deep 
obligation of gratitude to the Sis
ters. So intense was the feeling in 
their favpr that the tribunal could 
not do otherwise than accord justice 
—at least for once.

"W’e are a united party, working 
together under the able direction of 
Mr. Redmond and absolutely inde
pendent of. all other political panties. 
We owe allegiance to Ireland and to 
Ireland only do we give allegiance. 
As you know I am about leaving'for 
Ireland after having spent in Amer
ica a few months working in the in
terest of my constituency, the good 
old city of Galway. I have been flat
tered by the many pleasing refer
ences in so many places made to my 
constituency; but here to-nifcht Ï am 
authorized by my leader, Mr. Red
mond, to assure you that he and his 
colleagues are grateful to the Irish
men and Irishwomen of Philadelphia 
and of yAmerica—yes, and of Canada, 
too, for all the generous support 
which you and they have given.

"Afton all, gentlemen, I don’t think 
you mind much what the expression 
of gratitude may bo. It is not for a 
political çarty that you have made 
sacrifices, but for the land of your 
birth and for that Risk nationality 
of which we have so many reasons to 
be proud. As long as the Irish : 
ty work unitedly tor cause of

"There arc those who imagine that 
we have dropped our claim for Homo 
Rule. Why, our very political exist
ence is due to this claim— the first, 
the great plank in our platform. In 
all of our agitation and efforts, in 
defeat as in victory, in measures ac
cepted as well as in measures reject
ed, in and out of prison, at home as 
well as abroad—wherever we are — 
with us the first and the great object 
is national self-government.

"To those who would have us fight 
or resort to arms, we must, unfor
tunately, point to attempts made at 
different times during the last cen
tury, and failure. England is not 
weaker and Ireland is not stronger 
than on those occasions. What sup
port we could rely upon from out
side sources would indeed only help 
to swell the disaster.

"The Irish Parliamentary Party 
are not devoid of courage; far from 
it. They have given abundant evi
dence of it and they represent Ire
land; they speak for Ireland. I re
peat here what I have said else
where, that in Ireland there are only 
two parties. You must choose in as 
far as your sympathy is enneerned, 
between one and the other. You have 
on the one hand Dublin Castle, with 
its horrible history of persecution 
and mal-administration. On the other 
hand, you have the Irish party with 
its record of reforms won, with vic
tories gained and greater still with
in their grasp.

"We ask you to trust us. I cannot 
express all the gratitude. I feel for 
your reception this evening. You will 
understand why many subjects must 
naturally be reserved for our meeting 
on Monday evening, but I wish now 
anyway to thank you with all my 
heart for your generous treatment 
and to assure you that my leader 
and my colleagues/ will be cheered in
deed to know that we have still a 

the great warm heart o*
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