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place la wblob tnor« btimaa live* ware lost

than in all the wan with whioh England hai
reddened thu soil of Eorone or the world, It

was not nntil that had happened, that the
public opinion to which the House referred

was Bofficinntly aroused to deal with this ques-

tion. Such wna the unhappy condition of

Ireland, and the measure paseed for the relief

of the poor was a ((reat boon tb them. The
Encumbered Estates Act, too, was grfatly

needed. It was hoped, however, that that Act
would havii had aa indirect eifect very bene,

ficial to the touauta, but that hope failed. The
condition of the tenants as a whole from the
practical operatic a of the Act was not miti*

gated, because it happened that the sales of

many of tbn lands that were Hold under the
Encumbered Estates Act were made ro perMons
entirely new to the country, and who, in a
great many instances, were wholly neglectful

of and defiant of those customary—I cannot
call them rights—bat those customary favors

which were granted by the former proprietoitf

to the tenPEt^, and the syetem of rack-renting

and the other difSculties which might natur-
ally be expected to grow from such an unna-
tarnl system as existed, were aegrsvatad and
intens^ed by the new proprietory; and so It

happened that the
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bacftme more—pressing aa it was before—be-
came still more pressing by reason of the
practical operation ol the Encumbered Estates

Act. Well, Sir, about twenty years more
elapaed before the next great remedial meaaure
for Ireland was carried through the British

Parliament. It was, I think, in 1868 the law
for the dictestablishment and disendowment of

the Irish Church was passed, nearly forty years
after the Emancipation Act. Now, who can
pretend that that act of juatic was not aa

much an act of justice at the timo oi the Union
as it was at the date it became lav7. The prin-

ciple on which the disestablishment was car-

ried is immutable, eternal, and the question
had been raised, as we all know, generations
before. Pablic men- in advance of public
opinion of the United Kingdom and of Parlia-

ment—intelligent men, statesmen, had raised

it, had pointed out that it was impossible that
that establishment could be defended and
BMintained—hftd proposed that an act of jastice

should bo performed, but it was utterly ia>.

possible to make progress in that direction.

An old, old grievance, a grievance so old as to
be almost out of date, a grievance of the most
pressing char»<«ter—how, 1 ask, was redress to
that grievance obtained I Now, Sir, I shall
give yon an an^hentic account of how it came
that Parliament and the people of the United
Kingdom decided to remove that ancient griev-
ancA. I ahtdl sive vou the accctmt which tbs
author of that great measure for Ireluid him*
self gave in 1878 in the Midlothian campidgn.
Thebe are th« wm-da Mr. Gladstone used in

explaining how it came about that the Irish

Church was in 1868 disestablished and disen*

dowed:

—

"Down to the year 1865. i.nd the diiaolatinn of
that year, the whole question of the Iriih Chureh
was deiid. Nobodv oarod for it. No Mxly paid any
attention to it in England.
"That \n t.hn iinhoiiv in Kncland and BAotland,

not the nobody in Ireland, nobody paid any atten-
tion to it in Enfland. Then oirautnitanoes oe-
enrred whioh drew thn attention of tbe people to
the Irish Churoh. 1 said myself in 1865. and I be-
liovo (hat it was oat of the rangb of praot'oal poli-
tics, that is the politics ot the oominrt elections."

Now, what was it that brought it within the

range of practical politics; w^t was it made
it possible to carry that measure of reform ?

3ome new events, some new chain of reason,

ing that led to conviction on the part of the
people that it was a just measure ? I will read

you what it was:

"When it came to this, that a great jail in the
heart of the mcropolis was broken open under oir-
cumstances whiob drew the attention of the Bog-
liiih people to toe state of Ireland; and when in
Manchester polioenen were murdered in tbe ez-
eoutionof their duty, at once the whole ooantry
beoamo alivo to Irish qneHtiona, and the .jestion
of tho Irish Church ri>vived. It came within the
range of practical politics."

That is tbe reason in this great measure of

legislation by which the people and politicians

of the United Kingdom were led to the belief

that the question was within the raag* of

practical politics, and led to see what wai;

their duty to the people of Ireland. Onco
again there was the same moving cause to the
remedy. Once again there was the same long
heart-breaking delay, and once again English
and Sc^ ;;ch opinion would not act until cem-
pelled to do so. Once again, therefore, there

was no meed of grace in the mitasure so obtain-

ed. It was forced from the British Parliament,
and was so acknowledged, and therefore if it

did remove the grievance it did not—as timely
and cheerful legislation would have done, as

any consideration of justice would have done

—

contain the ele-oent of grace and did not ex-

cite a feeling of grati> ade in the hearts of those

to whom the benetit was granted. Sir, that

measure was a great measure in two dis'inct

aspects. First of all it destroyed the pre-

eminence of the churoh of the minority. It

removed a crying injoatice; it changed a con-

dition which had combined Ihe religion of the

majority with their patriotism, a patriotism

which, so long as it was the pohcj of the Par-

liament and people of tbie United Kingdom to

maintaiit the church of the minority, was ^ee•

esaarily an anti-national patriotism. Besides

that, there was the material gain ^at Iiiah

I

fands to the amount of mcuy millions were set

I
free tor legitimate and proper Irish purposes,

I

not denominational, not sectarian, not for the
' minority, not for the majority, but for the
whole people. Bt-sides all this, the practical

resnlts of the disMtablishment of the

IRISH churoh;

it had the indirect effect hardly leas important.
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