: 626
Spurgeon’s Dilemma.
KANK B STEEPER
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ed with fire feom alta \ severe critic listen-

ng to Spurgeon for the first time said @ “The  discourse did

not sound studied, but was full of the
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most inspiring orat-
1 could not detect the least weakness or the slightest

hesitation of his flowing and simple eloquence.” What an
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MESSENGER AND VISITOR.

example to other preachers! The duty of never oeasing
work in the study. 1t is unto such faithful minsters that
God comes with visions and dreams deden il
tions

Surely of all preachers Spurgeon was put. to the most
critical test, to have in his audience at-times “the Prine
Minister and statesmen and nobles and great  divine
I'hese were listening with a hypercritical spirit. Every
mistake or weakness would be noted and bruited a vl

I'hen to have John Ruskin, the keenest of all critics, himse
the master of a picturesque Saxou style, one of the glorie

ittend

of modern English literature,
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ant. Did Spurgeon quail before those searching eyes lo

have such a mighty intellect as a hearer. To know that

ought would b

every faintest error or wrong shading of ti

detected. Yet Spurgeon knew that he had been ven
in his preparatory work. He hadcome with “well-beates
oil to the sanctuary.” He-was giving his best unto God
and humanity. - And he completely won the hefirt of sturdy
old John Ruskin. The great man and great huthor loved

Spurgeon with the deepest aflection. He fdund in hima

royal manhood, an indefatigable stwdent, a fearless

preacher and a prophet with giant powers "of devotion and

success. It is a tender picture that Mrs. Spurgeon gi

when her husband was sick and Mr. Ruskin
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side and said

came 10 see

Ruskin threw himself on his knees :

Spurgeon s
“My brother, my dear brother, how grieved 1
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one of God's noblemen.

am to see you was the tribute of a large soul

Spurgeon prized what we should all prize, the
critical eye'in his congregation. It was because of this

that he bound Ruskin te his heart. It was not the honeyed

words of praise that the great preacher value hest

He knew that the pulpit-demanded the very best that mind

or soul could give. To have a man of great mtellect
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“He that spared not His own Son, but delivered Him up

for us all, how shall he not with Hium also treely give us

all things."—Rom. 8:32

That
Mysterious Divine surrender which is here shadowed for us.

I begin my remarks by asking you to think of (1)

Fhere may, in some manner inconceivable to us, but which
we are not warranted dogmatically to declare impossible,
have flitted across the Divine mind some shadowy resem-
blance to what paternal love on earth would certainly

volve, the sense of—may I use the word?—loss. Or even
may we go further, and with all consciousness of the in-
applicability of the terms, yet I say something that was
almost like what we call pain, when the Father sent the
Son to be the Saviour of the world.  The stars cast tremul-
ous, faint reflections on the sea, and"thefe may be in Abra-
the
I say more
than “may be,” but even the 'p“»ss?hilny ought to make us
feel how great, how heart-touching is the appeal that word
makes to us, when so considered.

But I turn from that, which [ dare say may appear fanci-

gul to many of my hearers, even if not dogma tically incor-

ham's wrung heart some shadowy adumbration of

Father's when ‘"He spared not His fown Son."”
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rect, and come upon the surer ground of the other words
here whi describe the great surrender. Notice how it is

wnced by making very emphatic the relations

tween the Father and the Son He that spared not His
Wi Son However people may be d sod —and a great
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It fings us back to the historical incident

il-~to which |
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nature, and it tells

it to be histon have already

n 18 made, when we read thine
It points to community of

stands to the

Christ Divine Paternity in a
relation altogether solitary and high above the relation in
He is the Son,

altogether unique and special sense, else thers would be no

which other men stand. and that in an

force in the
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words, the great words of my text.

Notice, again, how this Divine mysterious act of surrender
is intensified by the combination, in the words of our text,
of the

or did no

“He that spared not,”
But that isnot all
all.” -t gave
The language of true devotion towards

negative and positive sides
‘withhold

‘deliyered

Him up for us His Son,” is

will not offer unto the Lord that which costs me

we not say, the language of the Eternal

Father

to His wayward, sinful children is, “I will not give

to you that which costs Me nothing."” He “spared not,”
‘gave up
And then mark how, still further, the greatness, and how
wonderfulness, and heart-touchingness of this Divine, mys-
te enile deepened by the contemplation of the
¢ itDelivercd’ Him up for us all” Paul
e for the pose hand, to define how that
fitted humanity. His point is that, whatever
ed in the Divine heart, the one motive
f u For °u
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lation to us all of & love “greéater than
great as which-—"no man hath,” is
) revelation to us--because of the -union between
( t b God [ the Fathers heart of love. But here
have a third point of view, and we bow before the
Wi Divitie love,snot merely because Christ's mission
reveals Christ’s heart; not _merely because in revealing
C t's heart it reveals God's heart, but because for a

noment they are considered as separate ; and that the wills
of the Father and of the Son are considered as separate;
ind the Father gives, and gives up, the Son for the re-
demption of the world. Now, brethren, ere we can under-
stand aright the unspeakable gift of God, or reader to Him
due thanks for it, we three
mission of Christ as the revelation of His love, the mission
the love of the Father who
dwelt in Him, the mission of Christ as the revelation of the
gave Him And blending the
three, we have the white beam of the perfect Son of Righte-

must unite all aspects ; the

of Christ as the revelation of

love of the Father who up.

ousness, and when we blend them

we know how to say
unspeakable gift."”

But now turn, in the second place, to—Il.—The triumph-
*How
shall He not with Him also freely give us all things?"

“thanks be to God for his
ant question based upon this mysterious surrender.

The answer to that question can only be a yet moreé tri-
umphant “He will give us all things,” and it requires only
the belief in the unchangeableness of the Divine resources,
the uniformity of ‘the Divine purpose. admit -these
things, then clearly, and without possibility of evasion, the
conclusion that the Apostle seeks to establish flows to us in
all the fulness of its consolation and its power.

If we

For it must be so, inasmuch as, for oné thing, the greater
gift implies the less. the un-

changeableness of the Divine love, and the exhaustlessness

If we believe, as Isay, in

to fear that
the failure which attends human gifts will ever apply to
Him. We sometimes lavish so much that we have no more
to give. We sometimes weary in sacrifices. But with Him

of the Divine resources, then we do not need

-




