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THE GUIDING HAND.
“ Cast thy burden upon the Lord.”-—~Psarm
55 : 22.
¢ Is this the way, my Father ?” “Tis, my ehlld;
‘Thou must pass through this tangled, dreay
wild,
11 thoy youl «vre.ch the city undefiled,
Thy peeccful bome abyye.”

“ But enemies are round.’’ * Yes, child, I know

That where thou least expeet's, thou'lt find »
foe,

But victor thou shalt ,prove o’er al! below ;
Only seck strength above.”

“ My Father, it is dark.”  Child, take my hand ;

Cling close to me, I'll lead thee through the
hnd;

Trust my all-seeing care. So shalt thou stand
Mudst glory bright above.”

“ My footsteps eccm to slide.” * Child, only
raise

"Fhine eye 1o me ; then, in these slippery ways

1 will hold up thy goings. Thou shalt praise
Me for each step, above.”

¢ @h! Father, I am weary."”
head
Upon my breast. It was my love that spread
Thy rugged path. Hope on, till I have said,
* Rest for aye above.’’

@mi@imﬂl @mﬁml&mﬁnm

For the Chmnaa Wuchmu-.
Studies for the Sunday School,

NUMBER VIII.

“ Child, lean thy

JESUS ATTENDS THE PASSOVER AT TWELVE
YEARS OF AGE.

In ackordance with the Jewish law the pa-
rents of Jesus proceeded to Jerusalem yearly,
o observe there the feast of the passover, Ex.
xxiii : 14—xxxiv : 23. When children had reach~
ed the age of twth it'was the custom to take
them thither elso,and they were under obligation
hencoforth to-obey (bé law. When Jesus had
reached that age he was taken with his parents

to observe the festival.

The feast lasted one entire week and the fol-
lowing sabbath, When this,season of worship
and rejoicing had been accomplished, Juseph and
Mary set forth on their retorn to Nazareth, Je-
sus, unknown to them, remained behind in Jern-
salem. They soon missed him, but as the first
day’s journey was always very short, being merely
preparatory to the toil ahead,and as they supposed
that the missing lad was certainly with some of
theis friends or kindred in the ¢aravan,they gave
themselves but | ttle uneasiness. At the close
of the short first day’s jourmey;they sought him
among their kindred and acquaintance, but her
could not be found. Joseph and Mary immedi
ately returned in great anxiety to Jerusalem to
seek there for the lad.

They spent the whole of the subsequent dhy
in a vain serch for the missing child. ()r.
following day, being the third duy smee he had
been lost, they discovered him in one of the
chambers or synagogues of the temple. 'The
sanctuary was withina court yard which was
bounded by ranges of buildings, ali dedicated to
sacred purposes. The Rabti's of Isrsel, in the
halls with which these edifices were provided,
assembled for disputation, or to instruct in the
laws the Jewish'youth. Jesus jinstead of going
to Nazareth with the company of pilgrims with
whom he had come to Jerusalem, had gone to
one of these halls or synagogues connected with
the temple, to meet the Jewish doctors, to listen
to their discourses, and to question them on
those puirts in which he felt intetested. The
Docturs and the sudience were alike surprised
at the intelligence which he displayed in the
questions which he put, and the answers which
he made. Here surrounded by the mosat learn
ed men of Judea, and exciting their wonder by
the wisdom and knowledge which he displayed,
the wearied and anxious parents found the mis-
sing lad.

When they saw himin this place, and in
such society, and marked the admiration depic-

to Nazareth, and lived with them ss an obe-
dient son.

His mother, who seemed to have for a time
lost sight of his supernatural origin, was, by his
temporary loss and discovery) under such
strange dteuluhwn,hd to a higher apprecia-
tion of his worth, snd to expect great things
from Bim. All these words which he spoke she
‘u;duu’ treasured up in her mind.
' Jesus veutained av-Plughreth i subjeet ‘w
his parents until he had rediched maturity. He
grew in wisdom and in stature, and in favor with
God ayd man. His supetiority to all-other
children was exhibited ooly in his superior intel-
ligence, gentlencss and prudenece, and prety. Hc

and patrons of the vilesj iniquities, and those
who served them were like urto®thiem, sunk
to the lowest depths of moral infamy |
gradation. Nor was this staie of things
to the poorer, and more ignorant ela
people, but the rich, the learned, and
smongst whom were priells lnd pnncel. ouhri 1
and poets, leg t

%mhpd 1& dense 1"

sire to i or el the pcopla;
but were satsfied to take advantage of their
ignorance and superstition.

“But when in the wisdom of God, the
world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God
by the foolish of pr iug ‘to save shem

wrought no miracles, he uitered no proph

to distinguish him, yet he was coascious of his
exalted nature and office ; his thoughts and re-
flections were above the comprehension even of
his holy and highly favored mother, and all his
early life was ss unstained by the faults or fol-
lies of childhood, as his manhood was by the
vices or sins of maturity. In childhood as well
as in manhood he wasin all respects like the
rest of mankind, sin only excepted.

A. B. C.

' THE CHRISTIAN MINISTRY,”

AN INTRODUCTORY FERNON
PEEACHPD BEFORE THR N. B. BAPIIST ASSOCIATION, AT
EESWICK, O¥ MONDAY 280 SErTeMsEs, 1861,
BY REV. J. C. HURD, M. D.

I will give you pastors according to my heart,
which shall feed you with knowledge and understand-
ing. Jeremiah 3 : 15.”

Our text will sufficiently indicate the subject
we propose for our present contemplation, the
importance of an evangelical minstry to the pre~
servation, development, growth, and extension
of the christian church. A ministry divinely
called and quahfied to “ feed the floek of God,
taking the oversight thereof, nut by corstraint,
but willingly, not for filthy Incre, but of a ready
mind, neither as lords over God’s heritage, bu
as examples to the flock ;"—a ministry accor-
ding to his own heart, who endued with power
from on High, and moved with a holy ardour
for souls, will cry aloud and spare not, and with
# thoughts that breathe, and words that-burn”
gontinue to ‘‘ warn every man, and teach every
man inall wisdom, that they may present ever)
manperfect in Ohrist Jesus.”—A Ministry, in
short, who with an earnest zeal for the
glory of the Redeemer, and wholly consecrated
to the work to which they are called, will devote
themselves to the * perfecting of the saints, and
to the edifying of the body of Chriet;” and by
the use of sound doctrine, and faithful instrue-
tion feed them with knowledye and understand-
ing.

Such a ministry God promised to set over his
ancient people, when restored from their base
wanderings, they should avouch him to be their
God.—* I will-give you pastures accordiag to
my heart >’ Perhaps here is au allusion to the
character of David his servant, whom he chose
to rale over Israel, as well as to be an instrue-
t .t of the people. As you will find in 1st Sam-
uel, 13 : 14, * The Lord hath sought him a man
after his own heart, and hath appointed him to
be captain over his people,”

A magistrate, or civil ruler of such a character
must be considered as a great blessing to a na-
tion ; but who can estimate the importance to the
church, and to the world at large of & ministry
formed after the same model, endowed with the
same heavenly wisdom, and goverened by the
same holy and divine principles? And such 1s
the precious boou which God here proposes to
bestow upsn his people. ¢ And | will give you
pastors according to my heart, which shall feed
you with.the knowledge nnd understanding.”
Pastord who will not only take charge of the
flock and fleece it ; but watch over; care for,and
nourish it. Pastors who wi:l not only amuse,
and entertain those committed to theircare with
fine spun theories, and vain speculations, but
instroot, edify, and build them wup in the
faith of the gospel. Pastors who will lead them
not only in the flowery paths of rhetorical refine-
ments, or the gloomier labyrinths of metaphi-
sical subtietiés, but will guide them to green
postures abounding “wih water, acd fragrant
with the dew of epiritual power.

This promise-fo the Jews was fulfilled only
in part whefi they returned from their captivity
in Babylon to be watched over, andinstructed
by Zerubabel, Joshua, Ezra, and Nehemiah,
Ts full accomplishment, doubtless, refers to the

ted on every countenance, they were ished
His mother however could not forbear a gentle
reproof, “Son,” she inquired, ** why hast thou
treated us thus P Behold thy father and I have
sought thee with great sorrow and anxiety.”

But Jesus replied, “Why have ye sought me?
Dost thou not yet know whg I am?  Are my
duties limited to my earthly parenta® Art thou
ignorant that my real father has claim upon me
and work for me to do, and that it is necessary
that I should attend to his affeirs.”” This speech
though unintelligible to his parents, yet indica~
ted that he,though yet a lad, was ful'y conscious
of his owa exalted nature, and the importance
of the misgion which he’ had came to perform.
Though a child his thoughts and purposas cor«
respond with his exalted nsture and high office.
But this did not interfere with the relation in
which he stood to his esrthly parents. He was
ever an affectionate a~.d datifol child, and in
those respécts a beautifal example 1o all other
children, e returoed with Joseph snd Mary

final gathering in of the dispersed Jews with the
Gentiles into the Christian Church. "If this
view be correct, then there can be no impropri-
ety in selecting these words as the buu of a

on the of an gelical min-
istry. No passage in the Now Testament more
fully expresses the character, qualifications, and
funetions of the Christian pastor than this,—*I
will give you pastors according to my heait,
which-shall feed you with knowledge ‘and un-
derstanding.”

Here observe.

1. Tmir THE CHRISTIAN MINISTRY 18 OF
Divine tnszrrurion.  Nothing resembling it
was ever known in all the religions of the hea~
then. Destitute of Divine instruction, they
were left t) the guidance of their own under.
standings, or misled by depraved and unholy

that believe.”  Hence the appointment of’an
order of men to preach the gospel, to expound
the law of God, and to make known the myster-
i¢s of redeeming grace, is an institation dwine
in s origin, and peculiar to christianity. It is
an expedient devised by the All-wise and benifis
cient Creator to improve, and elevate the condi-
tion of his fallen creatures, and to restore the
lost to his favor by * delivering them from bon-
dage pf corruption, mto the glorious hberty' of
the Sons of God.”” And nothing' could more
strongly evince the omuiscience offits divioe nu-
thor than its perfect adaptation to the purposes
for which it was designed ; for if men, in - order
tobe tdrncd from their evil ways,must be wrought
upon by rcason and persuasion :—if to be fitted
for the service of Christ they must be “fed with
knowledge and understanding,” then the setting
apart of an order of men duly qualified for the wark
of the ministry,—to ** warn every man and téach
every man in all wisdom,”must be followed by the
most extensively beneficial results. Its distance
from ol that is imposing in the eyes of the world
is a source of its efficiency, and one of ity highest
commendations. For while the “eross of Christ
1s 1o them that perish foolistness, to us who are
saved it is the power of God.”

The Saviour bestowed the highest honour on
the mimstry by preaching in person. It has
been quaintly remarked by a Scottish diviae,
that God had one ouly begotten Son, and he
made a preasher of him. True it is, that dur-
ing Lis visit to our world, he did not lend in the
marts of commerce, or the halle of science.and
leeraing,—he did not wade through sess of bland
to gein the laurels of the hero, or ascend a
throne on skulls of men to sway the rod of em-
pire. All this was too mean to court his regard
or command bhis notice. For it was in-
finitely beneath the object for which he was
*““made flesh and dwelt amongst vs.” He came
on a mission the most honourable and glorious ;
to accomplish a design the most benevolent and
worthy of his exalted natare. *“Then,” said bes
“ Lo, I come, as in the volune of the book it is
written of me, T delight to duv thy will, O my
God, yea, thy law is within my heart.” Andto
this he could add. ** I have preached righteous
ness in the great congregation ; lo, I have not
refrained my hips, O Lord, thou knowest.”” And
dors not this prediction accord with the accounts
furnished by the inspired eveiigelists of his pub-
lic ministry? To whom do they refer when
they tel! us that *‘the poor have the gospej
preached unto them.” Did he not preach righ-
tequsness to the great congregations who crowd-
ed the gorgeous Femple at Jerusalem, or gather-
ed around hin beneath the shadow of some
mountain in Judea, or stood before him on the
coast of Tiberiss? Matthew informs us that he
« went about all the cities and villages, teaching
1n th.ir synagogues, and preaching the gospel
of the kingdom.” And it 1s affirmed of him by
Paul, that he “camo and preached peace to you
who «ere afor off, and to them that were nigh.’
He could not have preached to them that were
« afar off,” personslly, for he said himself, that
he “ wes not come but unto the lost sheep of the
house of Israel” ; and it does appearthat he eve’
passed, himse!f, beyond the confines of Judea.—
The meaning, therefore, evidently is, that he
preached to them that were ** afar off,” relatively,
that is, by his servants whom he called, and sent
forth with this broad commission:—* G ye into
all the world, and preach the gospel to every
ereature.” And it is said that “they went forth
snd preached « verywhere, the Lo+d working with
them, and counfirming the word with signs fole
lowing.”

Bat Christ attached the highest importance to,
and bestowed the most exalted honour on the
munisiry, not only by preacking in person, but
by establishing it in his church as an institution
of perpetual obligation, ‘ As such, we sre bou d
to esteem it one of the richest boons bestowed
fro.n his throoe of mediation—as one of the sub-
limest results of his triumphant ascension. For
when he “ascended up on high,he led captivity,
and gave gifts unto men.” * And he gave some
apostles, and some prophets, and some evange-
lists, and some pastors and teachers; for the
perfecting of the saints, for the work of the min-
istry, and for the edifying of the body of Christ,
tiil we all come in the unity of the faith, and of
the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a per-
feot man, unto the measure of the stature of the
fullness of Mhrist.” :

Here e origin of the christian minist:y 18
seen at a glance. - Here it rises to our minds in
a'l its grandeur and importance, coming to us as
the high bequest of hiti~ who is * head over all
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All power is given unto me in heaven and in

QJelrlh. Go ye, therefore, and teach all nations,

baptizing them in the name of the Father, and

Jof the Son, and of the Holy Ghos:; teaching
Jthem to observe all things, whatsoever I have
“} commanded you; and lo, I am with you alway,even

furto the end of the world.” Thus, we pers
erive, it was no trifle for which the Saviour dicds
@nd rose again.  No mean resiilts were to fo

Having “ spoiled principalitigs and powers, mak-
ing a show of them openfy, triumphing over
them 1n his cross, he laid the fpundation of a
kingdom, destined 1o embrace the whole universe
of mankind. And now that he might extend this
Lhallowed crusede of mercy and grace, ull the
whole ugiverse should be sabju;
tegos dominiun, he asserts hi§

kingdom, to guide them with wuﬂom and dis=
cretion, to protect them against all invasion, and
by declaring his righteousness, And making
known his salvacion, extend them to the ends
of the earth.

But this commission,. given primarily to the
apostles, was not & t1u them exclusively,and
consequently to ome null when their
work was done ; but f8 .cuntinge in fall force
for the especial authority‘and direction of all who
should succeed them in the work of tramsmitting
the gospel from age to age, in all nations to the
end of time, If this be incorrect, how are we
to understand the prow.ise with which the com-
mission is accompamied ? If it be limited to the
apostles, and have no reference to the future
ministry bestowed upon the church by our Great
Mediator, as a cousequence and proof of his ex«
alied state, thea the fulfilment of such a promise
must be regarded as a moral impossibility ; but
if it be true, as unquestiopably it is, then further
evidence to prove the divine origin of the chris-
tian mimstry, is utterly superfloous. 1t stands
before us as a thing made out, and resting- on
the authority of eternal truth.

The great apostle to the Gentiles, who was
aot numbered among the original disciples, but
received his ministry as *‘ one- born out of due
time;” confidently asserts his apostleship as havs
ing beeu divinely committed to him. To the
Gelatians he says,—* 1 certify you brethren, that
the gospél which was preachec by me is not after
man, for I neither reccived 1t from man, ngither
was [ taught it, but by the\revelation of Jesus
Christ.” From all this it appears evident, that
whatever may be made out as special in the first
commission, the principle of its divine vrigin,
which we now seek to maintain, is represented as
one of the essential qualities of a true gospel
ministry. This is its grand distinguishing fea~
ture—the peculiar property which surrounds it
with sublimity and arms it with strength.: It is
this which clothes it with mnjesty, and elevates
it far above all human authority and resources,
It is this which has preserved it from the rage
of its enemies, and carniied it through ages of
fierce pe; rsecution ; and it is this which stii! ren-
ders ite potition firm and impregnable amidsiorms

dust; and it is this insures its perpetuity, its
constant progress, aod its ullimate grand and
universal trivmph. Having thus briefly noticed
the origin and establishment of the ministry, we
will now proceed to observe

2. THAT ITS CALL AND QUALIFICATIONS ARE
DivINE. It is too evident to require more than
assertion,,that he by whose authority the min-
istry was originally instituted, still retains the
prerogative to eall, and to gratify those whom
he he has designed for that sacred office. Taking
our stand on the examples, and spirit of the
primative church, it would be no more difficult
to pruve, that the anointing of the Spirit is the
one grand essential in the Christian ministry,
than to prove that it is the wain clement of vi-
tality in the Church itself. For as no form of
reli ion, However pure, refined, or elevated,
which is destitute of divine influence, can take
the name of true christianity ; so no order of
religious teachers, however extensive their nas
tural or edocational endowments, without the
Spirit of God, can be Christian ministers, accord-
ing to the scriptural acceptation of that term.

Anordinary amouutof original capacity and
the acquisitions of ‘assiduous cultivation, are
never to be regarded with indiff-rence ; nor can
they with propriety be dispensed with as quaiified
for the ministry ; still the efficiency and power
of & true gospel ministry are nct dependant on
these alone ; for while it receives, and employs
them as valuable auxiliaries, it nevertheless de-
rives its true strength from a spiritual influence
If this be true, then 1t remains to day in ail its
essential chiracterisiics, the same institution as
ot the beginning.  “With" the pgoud seal of
cighteen centuries upon it, it confes to us in the
sirength of its unchanging glory. Having pas«
sed through tempests which have revolutionized
kingdoms, and changed, or modified the wisest
sysiems of human poliey, it stands before us to
day in all its unsophistizated purity—immuutable
88 its Divine Author, in whom there is no varia~
bleness, neither shadew of turning.”

The gifis bestowed upon the early disciples
q\ullfymg them for pastors and teachers * were

inclinations. What passed amongst them for
religion wns'a loathsome compound of injustice,
licertiousness, and cruelty. Even the gods
they worshipped were themselves the examplel

thiogs to his church,” d from his
throune of glory, it s sent forth in his great name,
bearing the seal of bis divine anthority. “ As
the Father hath sent Me, even so send I you.”

precisely the same as those which God bestows
upon his minsters now. True, to maay of them
miraculons gifts were imparted, but it does not
appedr that these constituted any essential pgrt

which are seattering thrones and empires to the |

of their ministerial qualification. On ths con—
trary, the Apostle Paul in his classifieation dis—
tinetly marked them as inferior to those
gifts which wme for ed ﬁcetmn, exhortation
and’ comfort.” . Writing to the Corinthians, |

1h rdly

power to work o 88, 10 hell the sick, and to
speak with divers tongues, ave not only distin-
guished from, but ranked as inferiur to those by
which -they even constituted * pfophets and
teachers.”” This view is confirmed by the same
author in his epistle to the Ephesinns; where he
says:- And he gave to somé aposties;#hd some
prophets, and some evangelists, and some p

and teachers.”’ ln this passage mot/a word is
contained respecting miraculous gifts as part of
the institu*ion established byjone éxaltéd media-
tor for the perfecting of the saints for the wark
of the mum'ry, for the édifying of the body of
Christ, "I'his was the grevt work for which the
Christian ministey was originally sppointed, and
this must evcr contiue to be its principle end
and aim. To the accomplishment of this—its
grand primary objeet, nud design the gift of
miracles could never have been ded as more

hesays: “ And God hath set gome 'in the |
church, first © Apostles, secondly prophets, | si
teachers.” Now mark the

pnvate nphere of usefulnen Nor isit at all im-
pomble, or indeed unusual, for truly pious men
to be deceived in this matter. Their hearts over-
| flowing with love to Him who has plucked them
8s brands from the burning, and moved by a re~
sistless nnpulle to labor for his eausey they may
y. believe th Ivesfoalledto the minis-
try, whileit appeared to-all but themselves, that

lutlnmnd executor of Christ’s will unm.-
fent'on ‘éakth; she has the sole right
and regulate the appropriation of the
included therein. On'ler rests the of
meiit respecting those Who apply
within her sacred bordérs, nul to-
lessthe right to dedde

True, to & man’s ow
passed be‘ween,
¢an judge of the

pon-ib:hty of the church in thi
ished. - Bhe i is bcund

than auxiliary; for, could it even be made to
appear that . these extraordinaiy gifts were inw
variubly possessed by those whom Paul desige
nates wpostles, prophets, e lists, p and
teachers, 1t would afford no evideme ihat it was
by these they effested ‘the * perfecting of the
saints,”’ the work of the ministry, or the edifying
of the body of Christ. Thae essentisl requisite
to the performnnce of such & work, iy & power
sent upon the soul by the operation of the Divine
Spirit imperting with other necessary qualifica-
tions for the work, a desire to spend and be spent
for the salvation of souls, Have not they who
possessed thiese gifts and this power from above
beeu even pastors or tenchess in the proper Secrip-
tural sense of these terms, Thig is the very life
and soul of the gospel ministry, it is this which
invests it with a remetless energy and .renders
it the wisdom and the power of of God. Take
away from the ministry its spiritual glement.and..
you'divest it of that which is essential to its ef-
ficiency and success, you have the form without
the power- - the body destitute of life, and the
tree deprived of its sap and fohage.

As qualification for the sacred office, no other
endowments, however important in themselves, or
useful in their place, can ever be received as
equivalent for the anointing of the Hely Spirit.
For withsut a call, a gift, a power from God,
though a man possese all knowledge, and be able
to unfold the deepest mysteries of human science,
and though he displays a martyr’s zeal, and speak
with on angel’s tongue, yet with all these he is
but sounding brass and a tinkling cymbal. The
grand point to be determined, therefore, re-
specting every one who is proposed for the sa-
!Lred office of the ministry, is whether or no he

bears the credentials of a true messenger of God.

F The call and qualifications of the true minister of
Christ can never be considered as seperate. They
stand united by an indissoluble bond, and what
God has joined together let no man put asun-
| der.

The essential qualification for the pastoral of-
fice may be regarded as two~fold—the moral,
lund the mental, A call to the sacred sphere al-
ways pre-supposes regeneration or the anointing
of the Spirit as the moral qualification, and in-
volves the bestowal of suitable gifis as the men-
tal qualification ; for to call a man without im—
parting the neccssary gifts would be an error as
fatal, as to send forth an unarmed soldier into
the battle, and to call and endow a man destis
tute of spiritusl peace would be to arm and

commission a rebel.

Such then we conceive to be the essential quali-
cation of «n embassador from God. No one of
them can in any case be dispensed with without
introducing a radical chignge into.the institution
of the ‘ministry, and entailing consequences the
most disastrous to the church at large. When
strong evidence of the cxistence of these essens
\ials is afforded, and these alone, we behold a
man sent of God. Piety alope, however pro-
found, is not enough ; talent alone, however bril-
liant, is not enough ; zeal alone, however ardent,
is not enough ; neither of them suparately, but
the whole combined, constitute the true and
successful minister of Christ. That man alone
who is moved upon by the Spirit of God, and

an unsuitable person to einer upon
this sacred éalling. She should see &
bring not reproach upon herself, by
16 the world 8 man whom God has
fled to “ warn every man, and {
man in all wisdom that he may pre
man perfoet in Christ' Jesus, For no eiréum-
stances of tiimé, place, rank, talent or ‘edubation;
oan justify a%ehureh in dispensing with these es-
sontial qualifiéations Insealing the credenttals

of any candidate for the gospel ministry they are
bound to wscertain whether or not, the Lord
himself has sealed them by the gifts of his Holy
Spiritand ernonly proceed on the ground that the
candidate eertainly bears the marks of being that
faithful and wise steward whom the Lord sets
over his house to give to every. man bis portion
Fof-meat in'due-veasuin™ Thus (hey are to- be
goverened by the apostle’s injunction ; “ The
same commit then to faithful men who shall ‘be
able to teach others also.” And nothing can he
clearer or more reasonable than this, for into the
hands of a steward who is neither reasonable or
wise, the momentous interests of the eanse of
Christ should never be committed, and a man
who has neither “ aptness to teach,” nor faculty

to communicate, should never be commissioned
and sent forth as a teachor.

From all this it appears evident that the Chris-
tian ministry is not on'y the same institution as
at the first, but that the essential qualifications
for and mode of introduction into the second
office remain entirely unehanged. Any depare
ture therefore, from the requirements distimotly
specified by our great master and Lord, must de-
prive the whole institution of its vitality and
strength, As Baptists we are bound to adhere
to them with unwavering fidelity, for on this de-
pends our very existence as a denomination,—
With these principles preserved inviolate we
stand and flourish—let them be abandoned -and
that moment we fall. Woe.to our churches then
when as a qurlification for the ministry we shall
substitute a commission from ecclesiastical for a
call from God; a ritual for a gift from God,or are-
fined education, however bighly we may prize it
in its proper place, for a power from God, Such
a gross perversion of the whole Scriptural order
of things would involve an act of high presump-
tion, and introduce corruption and deficiency ine
to an institution which we are bound to preserve
in oll its purity and strength, Such a course
would immediately reduce our standard from the
region of the Divine to that of the human and
acknowledge our preference of the ““ wisdom of
man’" to the power of God.”

In the advancement of these views we would
not be understood as repudiating any measure
which would elevate the standard or increase the
efficiency of our ministry. Not a sentence we
have uttered can be considered as a varience with
the highest estimate of ministerial education.—
Learning is good, nay invaluakle, when combined
with and adorning the gigts of the Spirit, but
lower than pitiable when employed as « substi-
tate for them. Emoloyed within its proper sphere
it bestows blessings of incalculable value on the
church and on the world. Tt has opened the ora.

constrained by the Jove of Christ, and with all
this finds himself in possession of a gift to speak
to edification, and exhortation and comfort, has
any evidence that the Lord has designed him for
the work of the ministry.

Such a man is impelled by something more
than a proud ambition to spend his life 1n a hap-
py and honorable vocation. He und riakes the
work not from any selfish or worldly motive, but
from a principle of glorifying God, in the recov-
ery of perishing sinners to the Divine favor,
and ta the rest end glory of heaven.

But however ardently a man may desire to
spend and be spent for the salvation of souls, if
to that desire there be superadded an “ aptness
to teach,” no other evidence is needed to con-
vinee the individual himself, or the church to
which he belongs, that the Liord never designed
the operations of his love to constrain him to the

cles of truth to numerous tribes of the buman
race—it has advanced the wealth and civilization
of nations, and scattered its requirements over
society.  All this and much more it hes
done, and is still doing, but of itsc!f, it never has
and never can make a minister of Jesus Christ
The grand essentials of a true gospel ministry
lay in a call, a gift, and a power from God.—
When these are absent all else is but emptiness
and vanity.

III. But, in the third place, where sufficient
evidence of the presence of those grand essen-
tials is afforded then the improvements ofa sound
education may be added aceording to circumstane
ces. The importance of a thurough training for
80 high and holy a work must be evident to every
intellic ent Christiau. If there were no authority
from Scripture in which to base an arzument in
its favor, reason gnd common sense would seem

work of the miuistry, but.to some other and more

to be sufficient for that purpose. For while the
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