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SYMPATHY AND HELP. ’

We join the people of British Colum-
bia in extending the heartiest sym-
pathy to the sorely-tried city of New
Westminster. It is hard to know what
to say in face of a calamity so distress-
ing: it is far easier to know what to
do. The appeal which has_been made
already has been, we are very happy to
announce, rvesponded to* by the  kind-
hearted people of Victoria in a manner
that proves how quick is their sympathy
and how ample is their generosity when’
there is need. The loss is a gevere one
to the province, for New Westminster
was one of our handsomest cities. Co-
lumbia street we have several times re-
ferred to in these columns as one of the
finest streets in the province, with its
superb range of business blocks, its fine
shops, and .its romantic background to-
wards ‘the east, the Pitt Range sierra,
and at the west, the swelling green hills
and vales along the-lower Fraser. But
to the unfortunate people of the Royal
City ther blow is a dreadful one. More
than once in recent years they have
been called upon to suffer heavily from
the 'same cause, and the -spirit they
have shown after these successive af-,
flictions, has won the candid admiration
of their fellow-citizens in the province.‘
This, however, far exceeds any disaster
that has befallen “the “city, ~and “in its
completeness is only equalled in the au-;
nals of .the province by the Barkerville
and Vancouver fres. A ~most dep]ot-l
able circumstance is  that the fire
should have come just when the plans
for the exhibition of 1898 'were almost
completed. Undoubtedly the show
would have been the greatest and most:
successful in the history of the province, !
but it is now questionable*if+ the plans
can be carried out as intended, tbough:
we hope they may. We feel confident
that after the first effects of the shock:
have subsided the indomitable spirit of
.the people of New Westminster will as-
sert itself in a manner that has won the
admiration of ‘everyone on; former oc-
casions. It may be that from this ter-|
rible disaster :the. Royal City will date.
the beginning of & new era of prosperity.’
Such has been” the cade' in three conspi-|

Vancouver. ‘“Whila ‘wé  extend’ now -our

power, we look to sse Westminster rise
anew from its ashes and become again

ous people we knew before *s cruel
disaster.

EMPRESS ELISABETH.

Throughout the eivilized world to-day
there will be sorrow for the awful. fate
which has overtaken the good and beau-
tiful Empress of Austria. _ogam the,
beareérs of the roysl dignity she might
have ‘been .considered  one of: the few:
against whom the plottiln_g”Nitrx‘i,Iist.s and
Anarchists’ would bear .o deadly grudge.
Wife of one of thé” most popular mon-
archs that ever reigned in Europe, lead:
ing the quiet,. ‘tetired’ life of a country
gentlewoman,  devoted to works of char-
ity, adored by the peasa_ntry,_of the em-
pire, loving the tranquil ,pleasures of
stndv roted ag much for the excellence
of her equestrian accomplishments as ‘for
her amiability of disposition and pleasant

personages to attract ‘thé hostility of the
Anarchists. No doubt her majesty fell
a victim to the unreasoning fury of a
madman, whose brains had been addled
by Anarchist doctrines and wt'xo saw
in Empress Elisabeth'the embodiment of
all he had learned to hate. . The empress
was sixty-one years of age, and was ma_r-
ried to Emperor Franz-Josef in Aptiy,
1854, amid great rejoicing throughout the
Anstrian and Hungarian prov'mceg. She
was the daughter of Duke Maximilian of
Bavaria, and-was one of the most beaun-
tiful women in ~Europe. The hateful
character of the Anarchist movement is
well-displayed in' tbeir 'latest crifne.;» for
the noble lady who has fallen a victim to
their hideous zeal was ceértainly one of
the inost harmless of the class they have
sworn to destroy. With Queen Mar-
gherita of Italy, the royal Hypatia; Queeg
Elizabeth of Roumania, “Carmen Sylva;
Queen Victoria the Good, and the aged
Queen of Denmark, the Empre;s Elisa-
beth was looked upon as one of the most
admirable types of royal women. T‘be
governments of Europe should now ux.nte
to stamp out the blood-thirsty. organiza-
tion responsible for &his and recent out-
sages of a similar character; men capable
of deeés so foul should receive no more
considei‘ation than a mad dog.

“TRENT BRIDGE DISASTER.

Most. unsatisfactory is the verdict of -
the coroner’s jury enquiring into the
causes which led to the breaking of the
Trent viver bridge, at the end of Aungust.
wherel;y_ six persons met their death .and
others were seriously injured. The jury
deliberated twelve hours amnd five min-
utes and complain of insufficient evi-
dence, and say that they are unable to
determine what led to the breaking of
the bridge. If the synopsis of the evi-
dence telegraphed from Nanaimo be
approximately correct, it is no wonder
the jury’s labors were abortive .and the
inquest to all intents and purposes a
tarce. We shall point out a few of its
more glaring absurdities. The evidence
wag very contradictory. As the report
says:

“While evidence was given proving the
stability of the structure on  the one
hand, yet on the other hand evidence
was. given that the portion of the bridge
krown as the chords was found to be
in a rotten conditon in seyeral parts,
which may have been the cause of the
accident.” .

Now, it is surely absurd to say that evi-
dence was given ‘‘proving’’ the stability
of the structure when other evidence

i {
was given that an important pontion of

the bridge was rotten. How can the first
evidence have proved stability when the

second evidence proved the . contrary?
The jury thought so much of -the second |

evidence that they have actually remgrk-
el that the rottenmess of the ehords
“may have been the eause of the acei-
dent.” The ome piece of evidence was
surely as credible as the other; thesefore
it was nonsense to say the bridge was

proved to be stable when the disaster it- |

self supported the evidence given as to
the rottenness of the chords. Passing on
we find still worse contradictions. One
witness testified. that the rtotten chords
were not sufficient to carry the weighi
put on the bridge; in his opinion the
bridge was not safe. Mr. H. P. Bell,
civil engineer, “proved,” says the report,
“by drawings and figures, that if many
pontions of the chords were rotten yet
the bridge was strong enough to carry
six times more weight than was on the
bridge when it fell.” Mr. Bell supple-

by saying that “in his estimafien- the
cause of the accident was that the truss
failed under the action of forces appar

ently at the north end of the bridge, in :
the direction: of its length.” =~ The lan- !

guage is extremely ambiguous, but we

are asked to believe: First, that the |

bridge was six times stronger than was

required for the weight it was carrying;
and second, that -the ' truss (six times '

strong eneugh) failed under “the action

of forces.” What forces? Whaf action? !

The train and its freight of human be
ings, of_conrve; six times less in weight,
as Mr. Bell has “proved by drawings
and figures,” than was required to break
down- the bridge in spite of its rotten-
ness, the rottenness not being disputed.
The report goes on to- say that
two witnesses' said they heard or
felt no noise or jar, but
that the bnidge suddenly collapsed; an
other witness said there was a noise like
thunder, and the jury talk about this as
“conflicting evidence.”” .The jury further
say: “There is no evidence to prove that
the bridge was kmown to be unsafe by
the Union Colliery Company.” Did the
jury exercise due diligence in searching
into that? Did they use every effort to
secure such evidence? = If they did not
they seriously neglected their public

very people they so shamefully betrayed
and wronged.

THE CONFERENCE WILL DECIDE

Most of the Victoria sealing men are
looking to the Quebec conférence to

give them some definite understanding |

1 on the two most important points of all
to them, pamely, the attitode the United
States means to adopt in future towards
the Canadian sealers, and what amount
of compensation the Canadian sealers
. are to get if that attitude is to be one
i o7 complete exclusion, or the abolition
of pelagic sealing. ‘At the preseat time
it is uscless to discuss these matters, as
the results of the comference may prove
| very different from what anybody ex-
peets. The award made by the United
States government in compensation for
loss to- the. Canadian: sealers, and paid
by that governmment to the Dominion
government a few months ago will be
distributed as soon as the adjustment

of Marine. The conference, in its wis-
i dom, may deem it the proper thing to
offer the Canad:an sealers, supposing the
United States representatives insist up-
on the abelition of pelagic sealing, such
a sum in compensation as will greatly
lighten the blow to them. Of one thing
all may rest assured—the sealing ques-
, tion will not be the one over which the
smallest amount of discussion ‘will take
phace, nor is it the one uponm which the
British commissioners will be the most
likely to yield any further points ‘to the

§

: | already made is revised by the Minister |
ments this most extraordinary statement °

' should never have hes~l aprthing about .the disclosures of improper conduct on

them. We warned Mr., Turcer in a
friendly . way to prohibit the Colonist
from laying its ten thumbs on this sub-
ject. Had he taken our advice he would
“be a happier man to-day.

THE TREBLE REASON.

If the Montreal Star would only take
. the trouble to read the correspondence
"between His Honor and Mr, Turner, and
. between  the Messys. McInnes. and Mr.
' Turner it would not have to print things
| like this:
| “A lieutenant-governor should not per-
, mit a govérnment to stay in power which
has lost his confidence, nor should he
permit one to stay there which he be-
i lieves to have lost the confidence of the
people. But he cught to have exceedingly
good reasons for either the withdrawal of
his- own confidence or his belief in the
. withdrawal of public support.”
Lieut.-Governor MclInnes did not per-
| mit the Turner ministry to s.ay in pow-
l er for the treble reason that it had lost

. his confidence, lost the confidence of the
. public and was beyond question corrupt

and dishonest. If any reasonable man

will read that letter of His Honor to Mr.
" Turner in which he closcs the corres-
i pondenee, he will find therein ‘‘exceeding-
. ly good reasons” both for the withdrawal
i of his own confidence and his belief that
! the public-had withdrawn their support.
{ But if the - aforetientioned: reasonable
|

the part of the Turner ministry in their
capacity as advisers to the crown, look
commonplace by comparison. It is freely
alleged that under the Turner administra-
tion many of the officials were their own

i law-makers, and that the most objection-

able kind of collusion existed between
government and’ officials. It r¥ill be a
biessing to. British Columbia to have
~daylight let into the subterraneous opera-
tions of the Turner government. If they
were honest men we all want to see them
honorably acquitted. The coming case in
court will settle a great deal that is now
doubtfal.

AGAIN THE BLANK WARRANTS
Let the public beware of our artful

contemporary when it sharpens its pen-
cil for another whack at the blank war-

rants scandal. It is about as trust-,
worthy there as a certain personage was '
when he swore against Queen Victoria '
and wanted the American eagle to cud-|
dle him under its wings, and he wouldn’t’

have anything to do with the blankety-
blank Britishers, not he—until the afore-
said spiteful fowl put a claw through
his self-esteem and he howled again for
“the meteor flag of England’ to shelter
himm. “We never read anything more im-
pucently specious and illogical than the
several middle feet in the yard-and-a-
half leading’'article’ of “insults “to  His

| man happen to know something about. Honor and’ Hon. ¥. Carter-Cotton ‘in
! the public record of the Turner ministry, ‘the Colonist this morning. Is this not
. say the company-mongering scandal, he gorgeous and in the turn-coat's very

i Americans. We look forward with much | Will feel inclined to smile at the extréme-

' hepe rand: -confidence - to -the - conclusions. ' ly cautious poising of the Montreal Star. . “It did not imagine that anyone was

of the conference on this matier, so

quite a safe thing to say that the very
best termis that can be obtained for our
| sealers will be secured by the commis-
sioners of Great ‘Britain and. Canada
now advocating their claims at Quebec.

THE BLANK WARRANT SCANDAL.

It is’ with inexpressible sorrow and re-
gret that we find our highly esteemed
local contemporary once:more under the
influence of strong passion. and .giving
space in its.respectable columnsto ex-
pressions that show. how true is the old
proverb: “When anger’s in wit's out.”

The intoxication of : violent wrath has | retained that governiment, knowing them |

duty. We.find the jury saying this i0. .ciysed our cohtemporary~to.send togthe

their report: .
“We have the. statement of My, Hat:

tie, “ bridge carpenter, against the evi

dence of Mr: H. P. Bell, civil engineer,

“and’ M, ‘G. MeLaughlin, practical bridge
! builder, t;e’- said McLaughlin having ‘by
‘orders of the Union Colliery Company.

i S Mr. Little, the super
ilrrito?ser}?ter f:;) [:hgfsame. made a thorough
examination of the bridge and reported
it to be safe until the summer of 1999.”
Mr. Bell's evidence was in favor of the:
stability of the bridge; how, therefore,
can the evidence of two practical’ men
(employed by the Union 'Colliery"Cofnr
rary, (stating that the bridge was se-
cure, be said to be against the evidenee
of “a eivil ' engincer who, emphaticslb
states the bridge was safe? We suppose
the. year mentioned in’ the report is .an’
errorr and means 1899, biit in View of

' the disaster,-and in view of the, uncon-

tradicted: ‘evidence of the rottenness of
the:: chords *we ‘canmot understand- how.

_the “jury’ could attach much weight to
‘thé eyidence of a “fpractical man’ whose

views the disaster proved were all wrong
or how the jury eould ‘thing of conclud-
ing their astonishing report wtih a state-
ment like this:

“Taking the evidence as a whole, while
we deplore the sudden. taking off of so
many persons from their sphere of use-
fulness, yet we are unable to arrive at
any other verdict than that the afore
mentioned deceased met their deaths
from an accident caused by the falling
of the Trent river bridge from some
unknown cause or causes.”’ .

The jury add: to their report a recom:
mendation that all bridges in the pro
vince be henceforth’inspected by a gov-
ernment official.: A more amazing far-
rago of absurdities and contradictions
we never read than that report, and we
strongly urge upon the government not
only the necessity of enquiring most
minutely into the whole affair of theé dis-
aster, but of the conduct of the jury and
the motives which led them to issue such
a report upon such a subject. 1t s
high time a stop were put to this-Kkind
of nonsense in British Cobumbia.

THAT CASSIAR GRANT.

*Public cariosity has been _strongly
stirred upon the point mentioned in His
Honor's lette~ exposing the true char-
adter of the Turner government as ad-
visers of the crowmn; the grant of $15,-
000 for Cassiar district ‘which His Hon-
or refused to sanction. It is one of the
blackest of the charges laid, and when
we tell the public why :the.government
exhausted all their powers of eloguence,
persuasion, deceitf-and *bullying to gain
their point, the public will begin to see
in its true light the service which has
been rerdered them by Lieutenant-Gov-
ernor McInnes. What will the public
then think of Mr. Turner and his col-
leagues when ‘we state as a positive fact
that the sum of $15,000 and more had
been incurred before they asked His
Honor to sanction that grant? Such is
the fact; the government simply “cut
loose” in Cassiar and™actually squan-
dered the public funds like a drunken
man emptying his pockets for the
amusement of a crowd of idlers. It was
to force His Honor's hand that he was
told that he :might as well "anection the
grant—the damage was done and wotuld
bave to be paid for anyhow. We place
the amount at the low figure of $15,000
thus spent without authority, but sev-
eral of our contemporaries have men-
tioned figures far beyond that sum; one
going as high as $60,000. At any rate,
the fact is for the British Columbia
public to face that a very large sum has
been expended to'little or no purpose ex-
cept an attempt to save a condemned
government. What are the public go-
irg to do with men who would so
shockingly abuse their trust? For far
less ministers, legiglators and other: pub-
lic men have been driven out.of public
life. Buat we are the most easy-going
people in the world, we British Colum-
bians, and it'is quite possible to imagine
the members, '0f the late government

seeking office dgain at the hands of -the:

--brcakfast tables of this® ‘orderly ©om-’

' munify; such @b expressions as “groyel-
Jing: alone in its slimy Hlth,” “Adong"in iis.
shamelessness,” “tHeé Times simply states’

what is not trig” X ‘g"ﬁéfy_m"’fim%sr.‘f:@geaaézyé“ fompaion in guilt, an:accopiz.:

. “we pronounce a¥ wholly faise,” efc. .¥or
one thing we are truly thankful—The Col-
onist has an undisputed monopoly of that
kind of diction, and will continue to en-
joy that monopoly so far as we are con:
-cerned. .. It.,is most unfortunate for our
contemporary - that: wild. * unreasoning.:
rage should ‘blind it to'the' fact ' that it

“should neyer haye tackled the blank war:
rants atrocity at all. The Colonist frank-
ly  admits' this::morning it wags.mistaken

. in-supposing . the-matter could be disposed

-of in-the haberdasher’s-clerk fashion pro-
posed:by the Colonist in its first article
i.on the subject. . Nor was that-the first
time the Colonist was badly astray in its
reekgning. We repeat with emphasts]
that the Colonist has utterly failed, not-’
withstanding its oceans of print and lan-
guage, to show to the satisfaction of thé
public_what the real motive was for the
surreptitious insertion of those bldnk
warrants among. orders-in-council for sig-
nature. ‘We accuse the Colonist of  de-
liberately attempting to mislead the pab-
lic by failing to show the blank space
followed by the words “Lieutenant-Gov-
ernor” in its alleged form of blank war-
rants. It was the Colonist’s business to
see that the warrant in its possession was
‘a proper blank and not merely a portion
of a blank. The Colonist was making
positive statements and should . have
taken care to see an important magier
Llike this was “all right.” =~ There’is ‘fonly

F Our eastern contemporary says the whole

highly important to Victoria, and it.ig ; Matter should be cleared up. No fur:her

I clearing up is necessary, but if further

us have it, for it can result only one way
—the convincing of people who still af-
fect to ‘believe that the Turner ministry,
have been harshly dealt with, that:the
right  course was . taken. ' Further
scrutiny of this affair’ will'* completely

practices, has not yet been told.” The
Star says: “It is a grave matter for a
Meutenant-governor ‘to dismiss a govern-
,ment becduse he does not like its advice.”
What langusdge is this? . Had His Honor.

an infinftefy. ‘graver thing, nodt only. for
gmbia, but, for, Canada, - His.
élh've made ‘himself an aev’

plice : ' men; together théy mip{)t
have *run’ the province for their‘own:
benefit for years longer; leagued with Mr.
Turner-and his band His Honor and they
-could - ~have” ‘accomplished ' ‘any crime
against the people. ' That:he hail the
. moral ‘courage to take the course he has
faken  is'matter for pride and congrata-
lation . throughout Canada. Abuse and
misrepresentation have been ﬁoured out
against His Honor by newspapers which
shut their eyes to facts and stop their
ears to evidence and howl: . “Give 'us
Barabbas! Give us Barabbas!” Eastern
Canadian papers may rest assured of one’
thing—the opinion, of the vast majority’
of the people of British C_olumb’i,ill i8.that
Lieuf.-Governor . McInnes -did  the Tight

thing, but net a‘*day too soon.
ATTEMPTING THE IMPOSSIBLE.

Trying to defend:its weathér-vane at-
titude on federal party lines in provin-
cial ‘politics the €Colonist says: “Only a
fool never changes his . mind.” That
won’t do as:a ‘working . and. enduring
axiom, even' although it was uttered by
Bismarck." “We have known some fools
who changed their‘minds almost as oftem
as some other fools changed their alleg-
iance . . to their. country and back again.
A better saying: for -the Colonist under
the c¢ircumstances would have been:
“Happy the fool who has no mind to
change.” = Our chameleon contemporary

one. construction” to be put on that mat- | holds to what it said previous to the de-

! ter. The Colonist defies us (an amusing
and almost chronic habit of the Colonist)
to contradict thi§ statement: 2

+ “We pronounce as wholly false the as-
sertion that the blank warrants were sent
.up to the Lieutenant-Governor with- the
expectation that he would sign them in-
advertently.”

"We shall not contradict ‘it; we shall
ask.the Colonist to prove its statement;
that will do quite well. We might defy
!.the .Colonist to contradict the statément
that the inference is quite clear those
blank warrants were sent up through no
mistake or oversight, but to catch His
Honor napping. The Colonist has to-
tally failed to show they were not sent
up for an improper purpose.

Yesterday the Colonist said: “Mr.
Turner says that so far as he knows no
blank warrants were ever sent to the
Lieut.-Governor,” This morning the Col-
onist says positively: ‘‘Several blank
forms were included among others sent
to the Lieut.-Governor for signature, and
the Governor cut them out.” Here we
have a contradiction of the flattest. The
Colonist lets the cat out of the bag prop-
erly this time, Blank forms, then, were
sent to His Honor, the Colonist admits,
“but His Honor did not know what they
were for.”” The plot thickens, indeed; we
shall get ‘at the bottom of this unsavory
scandal if the Colonist keeps on. Re-
member, the Colonist is still Mr. Tarner’s
mouthpiece, and what he says through: it
the Colonist backs up, why then this un-
fortunate and fatal contradiction? The
fact is, as few people can fail fo see,
both are at their wits” end for a plausible
explanation; the Colonist tries to cheat
the public by publishing a fragment :of
blank warrant, leaving out the principal
part of the whole affair, and clumsily at-
tempts to excuse itself by saying the
blank form in its possession did not con-
tain the omitted portion. The value of
that ewcuse the public can judge for
themselves when we tell them that the
form can be obtained in Vol, II., Revised
Statutes of British Columbia, 1897, as it
appeared in the Times last evening. The
Colonist has access, we presume, to that
interesting volume. Our contemporary’s
string of gratuitous insults to His Honor
this morning will be appreciated at its
true value by the citizens. His Honor
knew ‘well what <the insertion. of the

blanks meant. Had he not done so we
'

feat of the Turner ministry, and  also
holds to what it said after British Col-
umbia’s deliverance from that choking
| incubus, but we fear the Colonist, in at-
tempting to ride those two wild and an-
tagonistic steeds, will meet the fate of
Humpty Dumpty. By what system of
reasoning does the Colonist arrive ‘at .the
| conclusion that “the party - which the
Times supports is. chiefly to blame for
there being no help for it but to adopt
those party Hnes, om account of the way
things are shaping themselves”? A nice
statement to come from.a paper that says
in one breath: “Down with party lines,”
and in the next: “Hooray for party
lines.” Let the Colonist try to be consig:’
tent and state where it does stand on the
party lines question. If it comes out now
in a manly way for party lines we shall
have no quarrel  with it for an honést
change of opinion; but if it continues to
attempt the feat of blow-hot-blow-cold
all-in one we shall have no recourse but
to join in the general laugh at our con-

temporary’s grotesque style of foolish-
ness.

ABOUT TO BOIL OVER.

In a very short timé a case will come
on for hearing in the courts that will
provide a subjeet for more than
the proverbial nine days’ wonder-
ment, and will demonstrate to the]
people of British Columbia that the
’Colonist was, to say the kindest thing,
misinformed when it declared repeatedly
that the integrity of the departments un-
der the Turner regime was unassailable.
The case will be coneerned with the man-
ner in which the public lands of this
province have been administered under’
the Subsidy Act, and we promise the pab-
lic there will be plenty of- interesting dis-
closures. It has been alleged over and
over again that favoritism has been
shown to large corporations and that the
stipulations ‘laid down by the legislature’
have been totally ignored by the govern-
ment and the departments. This case
we speak of is to be an endeavor to prove
those charges. Something very - like
chaos is also alleged to have reigned un-
der the Turner administration .in the
most important departments of the ser-
vice, and the case soon to be heard in the
courts will show whether there was ‘any-
thing in that allegation.. Reyelations, we
aie informed, will be made that will make

! investigation is desired, by all means let'

bury the Turner administration; for jt is|
.well “understood the whole story of their|’

“them /to have been, he would’ h’&'-’véﬂﬁb‘;;_e'J

lategi style?

" capable® nfsuspecting that Mr, Tarner,

i

I

a gertleman who, for ‘twelve years had

filled the -office of finance minister, hand-

ling. millions- of “ money "without giving
rise aven to,the faihtést breath of scan-
dal, smd“who for nearly two score years
bad . been ‘promineent ‘in’ ‘the business
‘world# and ‘enjoyed' a ' reputation for
most . sterling . honesty, would be guilty
of ‘any design to pervert a dollar of the
public money from. the use for which it
was intended, or handle a dollar of it in
a?,v_ othgr than the: regular eonstitution-
al way. ‘

Colonist as it is now run? We shiver
to' contemplate the sober and laughter-
less void its disappearance would leave.
The person who is writing those ‘blank
warrant . articles -in- the . Colonist’s edi-
torfal'ipage < is either unaware of the

then. to‘b‘e;wh-at everybody i now kadws | main~ peint:; connected; with . them,, or,

wha(ﬁpeﬂha‘pshm *the matk, is trying:
o the utmost of his ‘admirable, if some-
2 v;hatg: dow, cunning;vto conceal.it” trom
& 3

sums,”. ete.© Now “the peint is, and we
shall ask the Colonist to explain it, that
the warrant is‘clearly for money. ;to ‘be
spent, not for' money.. that has' heen
spent -or expeaditures already incurred.
'1:hat is the great thing te remember.
Now, we have.-already drawn attention
to ‘the fact: that -before the government
attempted to sécure His Honor's signa-

Sum and more had already béen incur-
red ;without authority; a direct and most
serious breach6f the ‘constitition. Can
. theColenist help us to clear our mind
of the.suspicion that the purpose for
«Which those blank warrants were sneak-

squaared off in something like official form
and nobody - (including His Honor, wh;
it was hoped would inadvertently sign
them), would  be -any the wiser? - So
far the Cglonist has made a ludicrous
mess of this affair; and- has'earned not
only the ridicule of the public, but the
unqualified curses of the Turner govern-
I.I:Q_If.t for its splay-foeted handling of a
subject too much for its whirligig ideas
of consistency, No wonder Mr. Turner
has decided to take a change of air.

THE EVER PRESENT EVIL.

On Thursday evening the Times pub-
lished a letter from a correspondent who
.deult forcibly with the labor question in
its aspect towards the upfair competition
with the Chinese workers. The subject is
one that is perennially fresh, and that
calls for most earnest consideration, So
long as our white workmen and white
workwomen have to suffer from that un-
just competition so long should the voijce
of -the: reformer be heard’ealling the peo-
ple and government to a sense of duty to-
wards the white toilers, who need .tha
law’s kindliest: protection and: ¢care:  The
white workmen here has quite enouagh to
‘bear without the added handicap of com-
petitian -with what is practically slave la-
bor. A few instances that have lowm~ un-
der our own observation may prove inter-
esting. Some days ago a laboring man whe
had. tried for some time to carry on a
small basiness on his own account in this
city, applied for a piece of land upon
which he desired to settle with his fam-
ily. He frankly told the officials that he
was forced to do this by Chinese competi-
tion. He found himself quite unable to

lar business unless he could bring him-
self - to live like the Chinese, and this he
could not do. “I don’t want to leave

get this bit of land: and raise enough to
keep us from starving I'll be thankful.”

remarked: “That’s the way with those
fellows; they are always grumbling aboat
the Chinese. Why, what would British
Columbia be to-day had it not been for
the Chinese?” : Now, this official draws a
handsome salary; paid for out'of the taxes
collected from white laboring people “in
British Columbia, and if any proposal
were made:to -him to: suffer a smart cut
in his pay the whole country from Belle
Isle’ Strait to Nootka Sound wouid . quiv-

A certain official in another department
of 'the' public service wished to have re-
pairs done to his house, and -~ he con-
sulted :a working carpenter and joiner to
see what it could be done for. The work-
man said the job would take a couple of
weeks and would cost at the rate' of
$2.50 a day. The official, whose salary

paid by the people) was indignant.  This
is how he discoursed to a friend: “Did
you ever hear the like? I don’t know
what those fellows (3 workingman who-

asks a- white man’s wage for doing pri-

What would Victoria -be’ without the’

xpend the following.

ture: for the: $15,000. in Cassiar, that

ed i among otheis for signature was!
‘|'that the amounts .soincurred: might be

compete with the Chinese in his partica-:

the country,” he said, “and if I can only !

Wheh he went out one of the officials’

er with the racket. Here is another case: |

is not a lean one (also paid out of taxes

|
vate work for a fat-salaried officia]
ialways a ‘fellow’) are coming to [‘ -
i wish the Chinese could do 1-:1”.»«1»_‘,}-“}.‘&'
work, I'd precious soon put i 5
them on my place ang defy
Jlows.”  Still another case: A
j ufactory in the ecity

a4 gang f
those “.\;
A large -
| employs Chinane
i to make the goods it sells: the Chinay,
i are rapidly becoming expert,

to -the low wages they are willipe t

cept, are supplanting the pey :1:1'] "1:-‘7
i formerly employed. Soon the entire “
| with the possible exception of thy g, )
Hl‘lel(l)f st\}:i{ be Qh'i'nese. But mark ..
{13 s policy; the same fate wey 1y
[upuu that firm that fell upon the Iiv"

dlney
and owiye

dee jute manufacturers as g resul
their folly in instructing the Hindoax |,
to prepare the raw material. N ..
did the black fellows master the
than they started factories of ;
own, produced an article every way .., .
to the Dundee article, but svllin}
price simply unapproachable by the 1), .
dee firms. Result—Dundee knock] )
of what had been practically a g, |,
fot years. What is to prevent t}. ( ;‘_
nese starting manufactories hero ‘
turning out the same goods as the '.\'!1;‘::
manufacturers, but at a cost the wl
seller .cannot touch? Indeed, thers .
good cause for alarm at the insidibm
dermining of white labor by the Chinese
Look at the Hawaiian Islands where 1),
Chinese have actually secured a monop-
oly: of the fishing round the coasts, ayg
no white fishermen dare cast a net uplecs
-employed by one of the Chinese compar.
fes.. Where ‘are all the pretty Hawaija,
damsels who . used to sell nosegays a1
button<hole’- bouquets of sweet flowers
_abeut the sunny streets of Honolulu, or
vend fruits and confections along th,
beaches? All gone; starved out of it |,
the  Chinese. - How is it there ar
many white- people in dctual want iy
Honolulu and-elsewhere in the Hawaiiay,
Islands, where peace and plenty used ¢
reign? The Chinaman, who can work
all day ‘on water, air and rice, has done
it British Columbia will have to pur
vigorous hands. on this question some
day. If the Chinese were not here the
country would, not only get along just uy
well but infinitely “better.
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Some imaginative correspondent haq
been ' misinforming " the' Canadian (a-
zette, London, England, and making tha:
.paper. say that the report of the royal
cmnmission appointed to enquire into the
.working ‘of. the lands-and works depar-
ment exonerates the officials and declares
that ‘the eharges: made by the Victoria
1*Pimes are not supported by evidence. The
report: did mothing of the sort and declar-
ed: nothing- of ‘the sort. "It could not on
the evidence; and'the best evidence that
the report was by no means favorable to
the department is the faet that the Tur-
ner prgans dropped the subject like a ho:
brick “immedfately after the report was
‘made public. - “Had the report been as
the Canadian Gazette has been misin-
formed they would be howling themsalves
hoarse over it yet. -

When doctors  disagree who is to de
eide? The great comstitutional author-
ity of the Colonist is flatly contradicted
by the still grester authority of the Wl
lington Enterpriseé, " who /says: “\e
would like the Colonist to.cite the con-
stitutional authority. for its statement
‘that as -Mr. Semdin ‘did not make the
granting of a: disselution precedent
his ‘acceptamee of office it is now too
late for him to ask for one’ For our
part, we-are in a positon to cite author
ities exactly to the contrary. If defear-
ed in the-house, His Honor is bound to
lay 'his ‘action to the approval, or other
wise, of the electorate.  Friend Colonis,
j You are wrong this time.”

Ex-Attorney-General Eberts has servel
the Times with a writ claiming damages
! for' alleged libel. The. public may now
learn the reason for Mr. Eberts's
“strange delay™ in replying to His Hon
or's charges. The writ does not specify
any reason or give a bill of particulars
‘which may come later. “It is under
stpod,” says the Colonist, “that the pro
ceeding is based upon the allegations in
the Times as to advice given by Mr. Eb
erts, when attorney-general, to the Lieu
tenant-Governor.”

A f"t—‘ﬁ!l #bsence of thé sense of humor
from the: eomposition of the Colonist is
the' sawse ¢f its serious attitude towards
that ﬁQiBu "yirn- -about: Esquimalt
from the:*Vancouver 'correspondent of
the 'London Daily Mail. The Colonist
never sees a joke. unless there is a ticket
on it reading: ‘‘Please laugh here.”

THE LE ROI OUTPUT.
Three Hundred and Fifty Tons a Das
to Be Produced in Future.

The fotce of minerms has been almost
doubled at the Le Roi during the last
24 hours, says Thursday’s Rossland
Miner, and commencing with this
morning’s shift about 225 men will b¢
working in the mime. To-day there are
21 machine drills at work.

The mine, both on the surface and in
the subterranean workings, is a scene of
great activity, for the Le Roi has cow-
menced to ship 350 tons of ore a day. Ut
this amount 200 tons will be raised from
the mine, and the balance, 150 tons.
¢ will be taken from the dump, where ai
enormous tonnage has accumulated
_since shipments were last suspended.

" The Le Roi has not shipped any or
i worth mentioning since the British An-
erica - corporation became interested in
the property, but under the management
of W.-A. Carlyle, it was extensively de-
veloped and much dead work was done.
This policy has been followed until ™
day and there is an immense amount of
ore lying on the dump and blocked ouf
in ‘the mine at various levels. The pre
sent rate of shipments will be continued
indefinitely.

Catarrh of Ten Years’ Standing Cured
by Dr. Chase.

-I suffered from catarrh for ten vears
and was treated by some of the best
physicians in Canada. 1 was rocrﬁn{
ménded by Mr. C. Thompson, druggish
Tilsonburg, to try Dr. Chase’s Catarr”
Cure, and caa state positively it cured
my catarrh and Catarrhal Sore Throat

Yours respectfully, .
ANNA A. HOWEY.

J. ‘D, Phillips, J.P. Eden, Ont

Witness,

FISHERY REC!

A Committee of the Boz
‘ports Eahaustively
portant Sub;

Government Aski
£he pe Laid Before th
Administra

A meeting of the coung
of‘ Trade Wwas held yesy_t
with President G. AL K
There were also preset
Quade, Cohen, Ker, P¢g
{ess Davidge and Pembe
W" T. Stein, secretary,

Board of Trade, w
hert body is collecting da
i Quebec conference an
tbethe government would
entative. In connection
sen et the following I¢
;gom Hon. F. Carter-Cot
MBS Finance I
Vietoria,: B.C., 30th
Secretary; B. C. Board
torig, .B-C.
odf ‘Sir:—1 have to
Tegipt,éf your favor of
in reference -to this gow®
a representatlve to the
sebec. In reply theret
that this government I
tion with the Federal g(
subjeet, and at present
change the decision wh
ed in relation to the ml
1 had:the hogor of ¢
vou on the 23rd instant
Tices appear to show th
the conference, apart frq
ed with purely forma_l
oned for some tim
leased todhoa
hether your board DT
;vhis government with
tion bearing on the s
provincial interests and
to come before the conf]
eration. i
am, yours s
! F. CARTE]
Minig

The following repory
will be sent to \‘;m(:
proved by the Board of]
will be forwarded to

To the Secretary, Boa
toria, B. C.:

Dear Bir: Your spg
the board of " comime
with' reference to the
transit of mercl)and S@
to -and from eithex
intermediate te?rhory,.
or land, including nat
waterways, and interd
sea, that it is of the
to the Dominion of
at some reciprocal a
nection herewith. ¥o
bheg to report with re
visions relative to &
dise from one country
points in the other &g
boundary, tha't the- p
vogne is a very satl
that it be continued.
urge that the ararngeu
complete defining and
part of the fromtier 1
ter. where the same’
markéd or defined as
pute, . should be comyj
lay, especially in_vie
mining infterests in tl

All of which is re
ted.

To the Secretary, Be

toria, B. C.:
Dear Sir: The con
eries beg to make th
mendations:

1. With reference f
jacent to the bound
British Colnmbia ;
Washington, and whi
the main body of ti
This comprises the §
those parts of the Gj
Puget Sound lying bs
of 48.10 and 49.20
gether with their adj
butary streams. o
that it would be ady
the scope to any join
may be agreed upon
enclosed sea, and thg
sary to accomplish tH
torily could readily

2. Re the salt
of Washington, the 4
ard Rathbun, repres
States, and William
sentify ‘Great Brita
dated” Washington,
1896, stated that th

:fors probibiting up
kindg ;of apparatus
the: salt waters of th
ton, .viZ.,: trap nets,
seines; reef nets am
event “of the sockey
in the form of net
i1s still the chief mo
fish. The number (
time was confined
Point Roberts; at f
number of these trj
are greatly increase
Sa:mon Banks, at
west- end of San
Suitable points up th
the State of Washi
erts, and in a greg
the ‘salmon from
river, all sizes of s
and destroyed. and
the detriment of th

3. The Canadian
restriet commercial
river and off its nf
drift gill nets, are
recommend that th
ton be subject to tif
5 4, The mesh in {
n extension’ not 1¢
In the ‘erib’ and six
when actnally. in. s

ap net leaders
feet in length.

. No more than tw
in one continuous |

ranged to be sepa
least 100 feet be
and the beginning

The traps or st

€N in a depth
fathom at low tide,
vening between it
main entirely unol

trap net stakes

the water, in the i

within thirty days

fishing season.

‘5. Drift gill net
fathoms in each I
3 e drift gill n
ing the quinnat sa
than five and thr
extension measure,
from July ist to A

Al drift gill nef
at Jeast 250 yards
not more than one
the river.

The drift gill ne




