Y

FRUIT GROWERS' ASSOCIATION OF ONTARIO.

but I do not think that in anything we have heard this morning there is anything to
cause friction at all. We find that to a great extent our interests are one. The point
I wish to make is with regard to the amending of the Act that was passed by the De.
partment of Agriculture last spring, which left out altogether the regulating of grades,
Now Mr. Shuttleworth has told us this morning that he, as representing the buyer and
shipper, would like to have these grades attended to and ooserved, and we as growers
feel that it is a very important point also ; so I would like to move :
“That this Association believe it to be desir
the Act for the Prevention of Fraud in the Sale o
grade 1 and grade 2, in order to facilitate trade.”

Mr. MoNE1LL : T will second the motion, and would like to make a remark in re-
lation to this address we have just listened to—one of the most valuable we have had
during the sessions here, and well worth staying another day to listen to. (Hear, hear).
I would also ask that we qualify any remarks that may have been made—remarks that
must receive great weight when they are within our line of business, but should not have
the same weight when we touch lines with which we are not perfectly familiar, I wish
to make one correction. After studying the matter for years I state as my deliberate
opinion that if the fruit trade in this country were regulated in varieties by the opinion of
fruit experts, the trade would be nothing. Take for instance the Concord grape. When
I was about setting out my orchard I had the opinion of a director of this Institute, and
when I mentioned the Qoncord he said, “Yes a few Concords might go in!” Why, if
it were not for the Concord grape I would not be in the grape trade. The grape indus-
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out of it, and yet the expert would hardly recommend me to plant so
grape. The same with plums. What is the mainstay of the plum trade in this country !
The Lombard, one of the poorest plums, So with apples. If we were confined to the
Northern Spy the people of this country would have no orchards at all for commercial
purposes. We may as well recognise that; and do not let it go out among the people
who have not too much money to spend that it is the opinion of this Association that
they should plant the Northern Spy. I grant it is a fine apple, and if 1 had my family
in the position in which I wanted them I would give them the Northern Spy and nothing
else if they wanted it ; but it is almost impossible to grow Northern Spy apples in suffi-
cient quantity to make it a successful commercial venture. There are two elements :
The quality and the commerecial backing. Let us be particular that these varieties that

we recommend are those that can be grown in a commercial orchard for commercial
purposes and for a long series,

cantain is specified in the Dominion Act and that was passed with a view of shipments
to foreign countries. In the local Act it is required that the face of an apple package
shall fairly represent its contents, I do think that to g0 and hedge about the fruit grow-
ers in this country along the lines of specifying distinctly what they should do is putting
simply a block in their way and hindering the good work that we want to encourage in
this country. (Hesr, hear). I believe that as far as our shipments to the Old Country
go wo should try and work strictly under the Act for that purpose, and if possible raise
the standard of quality and packing and condition of the Oanadian apples in the British
market to the highest point that it is possible for us to do. I question whether it will
ever pay us to ship second-class stuft to the British market, I want to reply to Mr.
Shuttleworth ; he has taken the stand as one representing the views of apple buyers and
handlers of fruit in the British market. With his great knowledge of the situation of
affairs in the British market he has given us from their standpoint his views, We re-
member he is a Canadian like ourselves, engaged in the same business, but he has got
imbued with the sentiments, I believe, that are strong in the foreign countries, Now
we had a little comic song the other night telling about the poor fellow who Couldn’t
change it.” Thisis one of the things that I do believe we can change. What is the
position in which we find the fruit growers in this country to-day?! I find them not
acquainted with the shipment of apples to the British market, They are not posted as
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