OPPOSED TO THE.
- METRIC SYSTEM

The Manufacturers Action Has
Roused Interest

British Report Cited—Frederick A.
Halsey Expresses Satisfactien at
Action Taken by Convention in

New York

(New York Evening Post.)
Manufacturers and business men gen-
erally were much iinterested to-day in
the action taken by the National Asso-
ciation of Manufacturers at the clase of
its three-day convention at the Waldorf-
Astoria Hotel in condemning the move-
ment to introduce the metric system.
Many expressed themselves as gratified,
at the stand taken by the organization,
following, as it did, the presentation of
a copy of the report of the British Com-
mittee on Commercial and Industrial
Policy After the War, which voted
against adopting the system in Great
- Britain The resolutions passed by the
National Association of Manufacturers
follow
Whereas, The agitation for the adop-
tion of the metric system has been again
revived and is 'being vigorously con-
dycted, and
Whereas, The British Committee on
Commerical and Industrial Policy After
the War has made an exhaustive analysis
of this question, and concludes in langu-
age as follows: “We are not convinced
that the metric system is upon the whole
even theoretically superior to the British
system, and we are satisfied that the
practical -objections to the proposed
change are such as to decisively out-
weigh any advantages which are claimed
for it”; therefore, be it
Resolved, That we regard the agitation
for the establishment of the metric sys-
tem as particularly untimely because of
war taxation on manufacture, and be-
cause under present conditions the over-
whelming activity of manufacturers in
war work makes proper consideration
of such a subject impossible. It is fur-
ther
. Resolved, That we endorse the work
of the American Institute of Weights
and Measures in opposing the adoption
of the metric system.

Agitated a Hundred Years.

Frederick A. Halsey, Commissioner of
the American Institute of Weights and
Measures, 20 Vesey street, said -that he
. was pleased with the action of the Na-
tional Association of Manufacturers.

“The agitation for the adoption of the
metric system in this country is now
more than a century old,” said Mr.
Halsey. ‘“Various organizations for the.
promotion of the system have come and
gone, the movement measured by the life
of such organizations having had great-
er vitality in Great Britain than in this
country. In that country the Decimal
Association has maintained a more or
less active existence for several decades.

“In Great Britain, as in this country,
the opening of the great war was a signal
for a revival of the agitation under the
assumption that at the close of the war
the system would be of increased im-
portance in connection with export trade.
‘As the readers of the Evening Post are
well aware, in 1816 the British Govern-
ment appointed a series of reconstruction
committees to- consider various inter-
national condijtions which will prevail,
among them being a Committee on Com-
mercial and Industrial Policy After the
War, consisting of nineteen members,
and of which Lord Balfour of Burleigh
is chairman.

«The first copies of the final report
of this Committee have just reached this
country, the subject of the metric sys-
tem being discussed in Chapter X under
the chapter heading, Weights and Meas-
ures. This chapter shows a very pains-
{taking examination of the subject, and
the following extracts indicate its gen-
eral character:

Conclusions of the Committee.

Having given very full consideration
to the subject, we are unable to recom-
mend the compulsory adoption of the
metric system in this countlp'.

In our opinion, it is absolutely certain
that the anticipated uniformity could
‘not be obtained for a very long period, if
ever.

There is, further, the serious objection
that if we induced the above mentioned
countries to change-over to the metric
system, we should be surrendering to
Germany the advantage which our man-
ufacturers now enjoy over hers, both in
their markets and our own.

We are informed that even in France
which had made the metric system nom-
inally compulsory for more than half a
century, the “pouce” (or inch) is used
in textile manufacture and numerous
local measures still survive.

In referring to these considerations, we
have to point out that there is no unani-
mity even as to the theoretical merits
of the metric system as compared with
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our own. The practical argument that |

its adoption is desirable in order to se-|
cure uniformity in the markets of the!
world has been shown to be unfounded.l
We are not satisfied by any evidence,
which has been brought before us that
trade has actually been lost to this coun-
try owing te the fact that the use of the
metric system is not compulsory.

But to attempt to make the use of the
system universal and obligatory in this
country would cause great loss and con-
fusion at a particularly inopportune mo-
ment for the sake of distant and doubt-
ful advantages. We are convinced that,
so far from assisting in the re-establish-
ment of British trade after the war, such
a measure would seriously hamper it.

As regards the educational advantages
cleimed for the change, we have been
referred to a statement quoted by the
select committee of 1895 that no less
than one year’s school time would be
saved if the metric system were taught
in the place of that now in use. The
information which we have received does
not support that statement, and even if
it were well founded it must be remem-
bered that for at least a generation chil-
dren would have to learn both the new
and the old measures, and how to change
from one to the other.

It is often popularly supposed that the
introduction of the metric system would
render possible the immediate sweeping
away of many complicated and varying
weights and measures. As we have al-
ready indicated, this belief is, in our
opinion, wholly fallacious.

We- are not convinced that the metric
system is, upon the whole, even theore-
tically superier to the British system,
and we are satisfied that the practical
objections to the propesed change are
such as decisively to outweigh any ad-
vantages which are claimed feor it.
Decision Unanimotss,

“It is to be added, moreover, that while
in an appendix to the report several
members of the committee, which con-
sists of nineteen members, file reserva-
tions regarding certain items, there is
no reservation regarding the ehapter on
weights and measures. In other words,
the report, so far as this chapter is con-
cerned, is unanimous,

“In view of the fact that this subject
was referred to this committee by the
British government, supplemented by
the further fact that in so large a com-
mittee as nineteen members the conclu-
sions are unanimous, it is not to be im-
agined that the subject will be reopened
by parliament, and, in fact, advices from
England show theat the report is looked
upon as the end of the discussion and
the conclusion of the controversy..

“Could the report receive the attention
in thig country which its importance de-
serves the same result would naturally
follow here, but unfortunately our de-

partment of commerce, under the in-| ped

fluence of the bureau of standards, is
commited to the metric policy, and a
stiff fight remains before the common-
sense conclusions of the British commit-
tee receive due acceptance in this coun-
try. The American Institute of Weights
and Measures, however, which is com-
posed of many of the leading and most
influential engineering and marnufactur-
ing interests of the country, has the
matter in charge, and will do all 'in its
power to see to it that the British re-
port is not overlooked or soon forgot-
ten.”

HOW OLD IS THE OCEAN?

(Tit-Bits.) ;

How old is the ocean? Standing on
the slope and looking out over the ex-
panse of water, the ocean seems a fixed
and eternal fact, but the seas had a be-
ginning and will have an end. Scientists
say that when this time comes the last
drop of water will have been absorbed
into thé earth’s crust, its surface will be
a desert and all life will become extinct.

The age of the oceans has, been esti-
mated by a prominent authority, Prod.
Frank Clarke, of the United States Geo-
logical Survey, at about 90,000,000 years.
This, of course, is only an approxima-
tion, but,is based on carefully studied
scientific data. All the water was once
contained in the vapor that surrounded
the glowing, slowly- mass, which
is now the earth. After the gases com-
bined to form water, the process of mak-
ing the ocean salt began. This was the
work of the rivers. ineral salts were
extracted from the rocks over which they
flow and deposited in the sea.
year the action of the streams is said
to make the ocean slightly more salty,
and this is the basis on which its area is
calculated. The amount of salt carried
by the rivers of the world is computed
by the scientists and compared with the
total quantity in the ocean. After evap-
oration and the velocity of currents have
been considered, it is possible to calcul-
ate how long it has taken to make sea
water as salty as it is today.

About 81-2 per cent. of mineral salts
and 96 1-2 per cent fresh water make up
the oceans. Three-fourths of the solid
matter ‘s common table salt, chloride of
sodium, other ingredients being chloride,
sulphate of bromide of magnesium, sul-
phate of potash, besides traces of various
other minerals and metals, including gold
and silver. !

1
Dr. A. M. Caurtis, a negro physician,

Hon, Dr. H. S. Beland, M. P. for
Beauce, Que., who has been released by
the Germans after imprisonment in Bel-

om since the outbreak of the war in

934, He was postmaster-general in the
Laurier cabinet in 1911,
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Themselves SufferVery Light Cas-
ualties — Great Work Near
Torcy — Germans Disguised as

s~ MORE SPECIAL VALUES -®=

THAT WILL SET PEOPLE TALKING

King Square Sales Company Announce

N

- ANOTHER ARRIVAL OF FOOTWEAR

To be plz}ced on Sale To

Fortunate Purchasers

morrow at Prices that mean Dollars Saved to the

We do not govern our prices by what others sell for. We make our own. See window dis-
play. Note price tickets. Don’t stop to ask how we do it, but come right in and be fitted.

Otherg Line in Furnihing for Less Than You Have Been Accustomed to 'Pay!

BOOTS._ AND SHOES

Just & few values of special interest to any
person who has pricéd”Footwear lately.

A Big Special — 3 Days Only — Satur.
day, Mopday, Tuesday
LADIES’ 'SILK WAISTS

Ladies’ Jap Silk Waists — Roll collar, long
sleeves, well tailored.. Regular priced at $3.50.
Three Days Only to be Sold for $2.29
Ladies’ China Silk Waists — Sailor collar,
face trimmed. Regular price, $3.75.. Three Days
Only to be Sold for 8%.
Other Necessities at’ P-rice.;; That Arrest Atten-
g tion
Why You Should Visit the King Square
Sales Co. When Looking for

"This Fortunate Buy. Rea

Our Special Price, $5.48 (See Window)

Ladies’ 'Dongola Kid Boots in nigger brown
shade, high cut with French heel

Our Special Price, $5.48 See

Ladics’; White Canvas Boots—High cuts aﬂ
Our Special Price, $2.68
See Window

Ladies’ High Cut White Boots—Rubber soles
Our Special Price, $2.25

Sample We Bought at a Sga& You Can Share in

Five hundred pairs of Men’s Oxfords — The
ideal summer shoe in white and grey with rub-
ber soles and heels; all sizes,

Clear from $2.30 to $3.50

SPECIAL LOT MEN‘'S BOOTS
Two hundred pairs Black Boots in this ship-
ment, good leather, dressy last.. Yours for $3.98

HANDKERCHIEFS
Ladies” Linen Handkerchiefs
Men's Work Handkerchiefs

Bath Towels—(Turkish)
Men’s ra good cotton
Men’s One-piece Bathing Suits 79%¢.
Or with Skirt (the newest thing) .......... 98c.
Suit Cases in Straw and Imitation‘Leather,
Real Sale Priges, $1.39 to $1.98

MEN'S UNDRWEAR
Summer Weights
Combination Suits Special Price, $1.48
(Extra good value. The well known Penman.
manufacture) s also at 69c. per garment.
BUNGALOW APRONS
For the country or working around home, com-
pletely cover the dress; different patterns. *
made of good print in...... Special Price, 69 T

French

With the American Army in France,
June 6—(By the Associated Press)—
Reports received, here from Chateau
Thierry are to the effect that the Am-
ericans in the fighting with the Germans
killed a large number of the enemy and
themselves suffered very light casualties.

Soon after the attack the Americans
carried Hill 142( about two-thirds of a
mile south of Torcy), the highest point
in this vicinity and swept on and stop-
at the foot in a wheat field on the
other side of the hill. One entire enemy
.machine gun company Wwas almost an-
nihilated.

The Germans had donned
forms, but the Americans, forewarned,
poured volleys of fire into them. One
German soldier had thirty-two wounds.
Among those captured were two officers.

i perant. Behind
the lines the American 8o
the ‘German prisoners as they
back. The wounded Germans were hur=
ried to hospitals and given quick treat-
ment. f

Some of the QGermans said they haa
been told that the Americans were not
trained, but that they had found the
Americans could shoot.

ST. JOHN VISITORS AT SUSSEX.

Sussex Record: Mr. and Mrs. Arthur
Adams gf St. John are at Spruce Lodge.
Mrs. J. V. McLellan of St. Jobn, who
has been one of® Sussex’s most popular
summer visitors for several years, has
taken rooms at the Depot House. Mr.
and Mrs. Wm. McColgan and two sons
of Fairville spent the holiday with Mrs.
James Radford. Miss Blanch Jewett
and Miss Mary Keirstead of St. John
gpent the holiday
ter, Mrs. S. Blaine Perry. Mrs. Weedon
Fenwick of Fairville spent the holiday
with her sister, Mrs. James Radford.
Dr. W. R. Wilkes, wife and daughter of
St. John; Capt. F. C. Smith of the depot
battalion and wife and Lieut. Belyea and
wife are at “Colonial Home.” Mrs. Wm,
Ruddick and Mrs. Drake of St. John
were at “Colonial Home” on the holi-

French uni-

h|day. Among the holiday guests from St.

John at the Depot House on the King’s
birthday were: Mr. and Mrs. w. E
Scully, Misses Mabel and Lena Scully
and E. W. Hay; G. H. Waring, Misses
E. and H. Waring, Miss Lena Waring,
Miss Lillian Bosence, John D. Day; F.
A. Grant, mother and wife; Mr. and
Mrs. C. B. Lockhart, Miss Lockhart,Miss
Ross, Miss Earle; Mr. and Mrs. K C
Girvan and son, W. T. Girvan, Miss E.
Smith; Mr. and Mrs. R. G. Estabrooks,
Mr. and Mrs. W. A. Henderson, Misses
Marion and Margaret Henderson; Mr.
and Mrs. Charles H. Peters; Captain and
Mrs. F. W. Godsoe; Mr. and Mrs. C. B.
Allen; Robert Brittain, G. E. Vaughan,
W. L. Stewart, W. Ferguson, A. A.
Adams.

An immense cloud of insects stalled
a Burlington freight train at Stockholm,

is making a health survey of his race
for the United States government.

Wis., the crushed bodies so lubricating
the rails that the wheels refused to grip.

with the former’s sis- [

Better Values
* FOOTWEAR

Ladies’ High Cut Black Boots, stylish last,
Neolin sole and heel, gun metal vamp.
Our Special Price, $4.98

(See Window)

Ladies’ High Cut Oxblood Boots — Neolin | is
—Neolin sole and heelsole and heel. Selling to-
day lelsewhm for $7.00. Our Special Price,

Black or White in li

A feature with us.

pair of Overalls here

98 ' (In Blue, Black, Khaki)

Open Evenings Until 10 o’clock.

LADIES’ HOSE
sle, good value at regu-

MEN’S OVERALLS

We also make up to
own measure and guarantee a fit in 24 hours.
the gardening season. Save by investing in a

MEN’S REGATTA SHIRTS £
All popular patterns............. y

Also with soft cuffs

MEN’S BRACES

Extra good value at...

g% For Your Trip, Take Our

‘BUY A GRIP

Cases in straw and imitation leather, real
$1.39 to $1.98

We Sell for 29%.

This
is

Prices $1.29 to $1.79 | Suit

We Do Not Close Saturday Afternoon. _

KING SQUARE SALES GOMPANY

On The Square |

“ Opposite the Market ”

|

|On The Square

Training: Them
Fnrj_i_\lil Life

Curativg”  Wotkisheps ¢ af  British
. Hospitals Cdre Men and Fit
Them to Earn Living

0, T 5T T R v
. (By Captain H. B. C. Pollard.)

+ The foreigner. who visits the great
London military héspitals is invariably
‘astonished at the -medical and surgical
perfection attained, but he is even more
impressed . by the: methods by which
some of the larger institutions prepare a
‘partially .disabled , spldier for his civil-
lan life. W g 3
 Instinctively ‘one associates hospitals
with wards and @perating theatres rath-
er than with cctpenters’ shops and en-
gineering plants, yet the big military
orthopaedic hospitals have almost as
much space devoted' to their patients’
workshops as to their wards. The prin-
ciple of the “ourative workshop” is one
that has been attempted on o consider-
able scale only during the course of the
war, and it has already proved such a
great success that it is rapidly extend-
ing throughout orthopaedic hospitals all
over the United Kingdom, and has been
extensively adopted in Allied countries.
In the ordinary hospital, wounded sol-
diers naturally find life somewhat mon-
otonous despite all efforts at entertain-
ment, supplies of books and the kindly
attention of visitors. Large numbers of
the men have always been accustomed to
steady employment, and their nature
calls out instinctively for a “job cf
work”’—a definite steady manual task
that will engage their attention, keep

their hands and brains busy, and be less

boring (to them) than the usual routine
of hospital life.

Numbers of these men are recovering
from limb injuries which call for pro-
tracted convalescence before the full use
of the limb can be regained. Hospital
treatment in the ordinary way means
tedious spells of idleness, detrimental to
the habit of industry, so natural to the
majority of workers. But at the mod-
ern hospital the patient is encouraged to
enter the workshops as soen as possible,
in order that his mind shall be diverted
from dwelling upon his injury, and that
his muscles shall be_exercised automat-
ically by his chosen task.

. Most men have some kind of: craft or
hobby which leads them to select either
the carpenter shop, the engineering or
electrical works, or the shops where
leather working and boot-making are
carried on. The man without a craft—
oftén a- youngster who had not settled
down in life 'when he -joined the army—
can join whatever department he likes,
and often tries Several before he decides
upon & CGreer. Different-*hospitals have
different ranges of workshops, but one
in London already has - a carpenters’
shop, a boot and shoe shop, a tailors’
shop, a painters’ shop, as well as elec-
tricians, engineers, ironworkers, plumb-
ers, bricklayers, cabinet makers, cigar-
ette makers, printers and commercial
photographers departments, all well
equipped and organized.

Each trade is taught gy instructors,
and every attempt is made to improve
the patient’s civil earning capacity de-

spite his injury. The men often benefit |

considerably by this, as a soldier who
was o cobbler will leave hospital as a
qualified surgical bootmaker, having
learnt this high branch of the craft
while convalescent.

Most of the work done in the shops
is actually utilized in this hospital, thus
all iron leg appliances, splints, ortho-
paedic fittings, as well as the mainten-
ance and repair of the electric depart-

ments, and all the manifold require-
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ments of a vast institution dealing with
tens of thousands of cases annually, are
provided by the hospital workshops
themselves.

The men are happy, contented, and
keen about their work, for all the feel-
ings of doubt and fear concerning their
future struggle in life, handicapped by
a partially disabled limb, disappear as
they recognize that they can work and

royal charter to certain men who were
pledged to act lawfully and keep the
peace.

But Lobengula complained presently
that when his cattle were stolen white
men, without any cause, shot dead 30
of his army whom he sent to fetch theu
back. His letter went on: £

The white men told my people that
‘they had bought the country and the

work well.
Recovery is invariably hastened vy | people who live in it. Your majasty,
{ what I want to know from you i if

this relief of mental stress, and it is by
no means unusual to find men who as- | People can be bought at any price?
sert that they can do better work than! In another letter Lobengula wrote:
they were formerly capable of doing. “Tell Capt. he is like some of my
In practice the curative’ workshops | young men. He has no holes in his ears
system is not only applied to patients{and cannot or will not hear.”
who have suffered amputation, but to all z
who have received injuries to limbs that DR. JOWETT'S FAREWELL.
leave permanent disabilities or ill effects.
In a minor degree the same system is
now being apflied for the benefit of |
neurasthenic or “shell-shock” cases, for
the curative effect of work is beneficial
in healing the mind no less than the,
body.
The true value of all this important

re]constructive work cannet be estimated | old to fight with material weapons in
till after the war, but even in its present 5 .
stasr 716 o ban fusl o e Cthiel by'm" sacred cause, and I can make nc

the admirable cffects already pmd“ced]contrlbuhon to our material strength.
under the wise guidance of officers, serv- But there are forces beside those which
ing in the Royal Army Medical corps. are supplied by munitions. The morcl
.'and spiritual forces of a nation are, after
all, its jmightiest equipment. If the
morale of a people suffer, if its ideals

More of King Lobengula’s quaint let- ' grow dim, if its enthusiasm lose its fire,
ters to Queen Victoria were read to the |if its spiritual vision become faint, if
judicial committee of the privy council|any deadly weariness creep into its tem-
the other day. per, all the munitions in the world will

The question ot issue is the ownership | not secure its triumph; and, indeed, if
of certain lands in Africa captured by |such a nation were to snatch a victory,
the British from Lobengula. A letter"it would be devoid of ultimate worth
from the “Great Queen,” as she was re-|and glory. The spiritual food of a peo-
ferred to, was read, telling Lobengula |ple, its moral resources, the deep well;
that it was impossible to exclude white |of virtue and godly passion in which
men from any place where gold was to |alone the unshrinkable springs of endur-
be found. To avoid trouble by different |ance can be found—these are the vital
parties of white men going to his coun- | things which are going to count v the

(Dr. Jowett in his farewell sermon at
Fifth Avenue Presbyterian church.)

“] am returning to my homeland on
the clear call of duty. No soldier ever
heard the bugle more imperatively than
the summons comes to me. I am too

LOBENGULA AND VICTORIA.

try for gold, the queen had gronted a next few months or years.”

R

- - - - -

(&PYR{GHT, 1917, BY H. C. FISHER,

TRADE MARK REGISTERED IN CANADA.)
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