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ginnlng ln England to see the danger of
the introduction of Arnerican capital-not
under the ordlnary forrn which capital uses
to introduce itself Into a country, but under
the form of annexation by piecerneal-it is
about time that we lu Canada should give
our attention to the matter.

It may surprise sorne members of this
House to see that I amn so much ln earnest
about the future of Canada ln connection
with the rallway question. Some rnay thlnk
that there is a good deal of rnerely apparent
sentiment, or of a wish on my part to play
on the loyal feeling of this Fluse. Weil, It is
not my habit to conceal rny sentiments. 1
arn as strongly opposed to American an-
nexation as I arn to British Imperialîsm.
1 arn as strongly opposed to seelng the ln-
terests of this country rnerged ln the In-
terests of the American Republie, as I amn
opposed to seeing our lnterests mcrged lu
the Pan-Britannie scherne. Canada 15 blg
enough for me; Canada is good enotigh for
me, and 1 want Canada for the Canadian
people. Whatevcr may be our opinion
otherwlse, that Is the policy that must pre-
dominate in this country if wc do our duty
to the Canadian people.

I do not want to make any specil sug-
gestion lit this matter. I arn no authority.
I stand here as a witness on this subjeet.
I rend what is published, I listen to what
Is said, I regard what is going on , that is
ail. I see that ln place of the British pound
comlng to stirnulate the Industries of this
country as was forrnerly the case, now
we have the Amrean dollar. Weil, I have
no objection to eithcr the Arnerican dollar
or the British pound provided one or the
other becornes Canadian. I arn not moving
this arnendrnent as a crltlc!sm o! the pollcy
of the present governent or of the past
governent. It 1s a suggestion I arn mak-
lng. I arn asklug the governrnent to accept
my arnendrnent ln the spirit ln which I move
It, and the spirit lu whlch I move It Is
this : That the lime bas corne when the
whole people of Canada should give their
attention to this problern. What Is the solu-
tion ? 1 do flot know. Surcly It Is worth
whlle studylng the problem. Surely it Is
worth while findlng If there be asolution.
AIl the Enropean countries have gi.ven the,,Ir
attention to this same problern. In France
they have changcd their railway policy
three or four times. In Germany the rail-
way po]icy was one 0f Bismarck's most arn-
bitious schernes, but of course with his
Imperial mInd he wanted to concentrate the
wbole of the Gerrnan railways lu the hands
')f the government. 1 arn not saylng that
we sbould adopt the example o! Gerrnany
or the example o! France. 1 merely say
that situated as we are, the railway policy
obtrndes ltself upon us more than lu the
case of any other country lu the world, be-
cause here on this northern continent there
nre only two nations; one a srnall nation of
five millions settling an Immense territory
to wbicb railway Intereste are vital, and the

other a population of seventy-five millions
the most aggressive in trade matters of nil
the nations lu the world, trylng to outdo
foreigu capital and energy lu every hune of
Industries. It Is tirne for us to be on our
guard. If the goverument finds proper to
accept rny arndment, my onîy suggestion
would be that there should be appointed a
committee of this purIlarnent that would
study that question before the session
is over, and if necessary that a com-
mission of rillway experts be also appoint-
cd to study the railway policies of foreigu
countries, to find out to what extent they
wvould apply to our country, and to sec
how much of them would bc applicable to
us under our peculiar circurnstances. Iu
fact, I arn simply asking that the govern-
ment should give their attention to this mat-
ter and that the opposition should join wlth
them. I believe that that cornmittec should
be cornposcd of a very few men, and they
bcing experts lu thc matter would study
the problem and submit their projcct to
the government. If It is not adopted then
nothlng is iost, but if a satisfactory solu-
tion Is nrrived at great advantagc must ac-
crue to the Canadian people. It Is lu that
spirit that 1 move seconded by Mr. Puttee :

That the tirne bas corne when a railway policy
shc.uld be framed by whlch the people of this
country could expect Isome return frorn the cuor-
mous sacrifices they have made ln order to fur-
ther the. developrnt of their avenues of trade.
and especilly lu preventing our rallway systerns
from falllng under the control of foreign rail-
way corporations.

It will be noticed that 1 have not referred
lu the arndment to the Introduction of
foreigu capital, but I have slrnply referred
to the control of foreigu railway corpora-
tions, which means capital that bas heen
already organized la foreiga countries for
the building and exploiting of railways to
be made chanuels for the diversion of our
commerce to a forelgn country. If this
arndment be accepted It rnlght probably
corne lu the Speech from the Throne nfter
the paragrapli which relates to the exten-
sion of the powers of the Canadian Pacific
Railway.

The MINISTER 011' PUBLIC WORKS
(Hlon. J. I. Tarte). Mr. Speaker, the Flouse, I
arn sure, has listened with a great deal of ln-
terest to the speech wbich bas just been de-
lîvered by the hon. gentleman frorn Labelle
(IMr. Bourassa). 1 rnust pay hlm this com-
pliment, tbat he bas been moderate. He has
undoubtediy ralsed a very Important ques-
tion lndeed, but at the sarne tirne a very
dlfficult question to solve ; he bas ralsed,
lu fact, the wbole transportation question.
My hon. !rlend bas speclally alluded to the
Intended purcbase o! tbe Canada Atlantic
Rallway by Mr. Webb and bis associates.
Refore be bad doue so, my frlend frorn East
York (Mr. maclean) had called the attention

lof the Hlouse to the sarne deal. We ail
kuow the location o! that rallway. It bas


