
On approaohing dyko Xo. 5, nn.l wlion witliiu ubont 500 fcvt, it

turned su.ldonly to the left ; ami euiviiitr on a ra.liiis ,,f al.oiit ^OO
feet, lor u linlf circle, reversed .sud«lon!y, and eiirviny to the rij-ht on ii

radius of 700 feet and deserihin- and arc uf I'JO dei:r»'»"s, it piisHt-d, on
a 8traij,'ht course (.1" ahout 500 feet, through ilu' sp<.t .-hosen for the
location of the draw span.

The channel followed (In- sanie curves, with ehanue oidy caused bv
the wearing away of [hv cast bar, until the. bivakin- up and running
out of the ice on 21st Prhruary, 1S72.

The works were c inpli'tt-d not too soon ; the last .stone being placed
CD dyke No. (J on the 17th of same month.

Up to this dat" no real injury w h done to the works of i»roteetion.

At dyke No. (I, however, from the constant .scouring for a period of
two months, the brush h;id lieen undcrnnned along the exposed face

and had settled on that side, at [)laces, to amount of 25 feet ; the rear

line of the dyke being but little; disturbed.

The form of the ehaiuiel immediately b.'fore the " breakup " of the
river is shewn upon the general maj) by a heavy dotted blue line.

The ice in the neighborhood ef St. JcKseph broke up February 21;^ •

and on the 23rd it came down IVom above, with a rush, causin*'- a
sudden ri.se in the river to level- of 80. For the few hours at which it

remained at this stage, the flow eonsi.sted of a succession of gor<>es, for-

ming and breaking away. The river foamed and hissed. The whole
water-way was filled with broken ice grinding along the bottom, and
pitching and tossing on the surface. The water itself was not to be
seen, as the ma.ss of broken lee. and diift r(»lled by ; fbrrest trees and
inas.ses of brush, wreckage of all sorts, whirling around, and forced into

the air by the upward action of the heaving ice.

A gorge had broken above. On tlie2lfh a gorge occurred, com-
mencing on the east side of the ehannel. a short distance below the line

of dyke No. 4. The channel below this point was very crooked, and
''etarded the escape of the gorge.

The river hurled it.self, with great force, against dyke No. 6 ; and
washed along its face, increasing the undermining which had been
already done.

In a few hoars the whole face of the dyke had been undermined
;

the "hannel having scoured out to a depth of thirfcy-four feet. The
dvke " turne<l over "

!

!

It remained, however, as was expected, and now forms a breakwater
founded so deep that it is not likely to be disturbed.

No. 4 was not as sauUed in so violent a manner; and received no
Injury. No. 3, however, suffered, some two hundr-d feet at the

lower end having been carried away ; and deposited near dyke No. 4.

After a few hours the attack on Weavers Dyke seemed io relax ; 'the

current did not strike with equal force, nor in so direct a manner; and
it gradually changed, =o that the dyke was entirely relieved

; the gor^e
ran out ; and the river dropj>ed to 84.

This relief was caused by the cutting through, by the flood, of a

bend which had occasioned the jamming of the ice and drift.

At the end of April the channel liad a^.suined a tolerably direct

course
;
and followed wii it was nearly a central course between the

lower end having been curried away ; and deposited near dyke No. 4.


