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the infancy of the human face. We behold the wor
prnpled by degrees. We alcend to thfe origin of xhoy
wfeful and neceff^ry^arts, without the knowledge of whic
m^^nkind could hardly fubfift. Wt difcfrn fociety jm
civilization arifing from rude bigitinings, in fvery cotne
of the earth 5 and gradually advancing to the ftate'

ii

which we now find them : All whiJh afford ^lui-n^ cv
dcnce, that there was a period, when' mankind began

tl

inhabit and cultivat^^theearthv What is vetf remarki
ble, the moft authentic chronolo^^y and hiftory of mo
nations coincides with the account of Scripture; a

makes the period during which the w< rid has been in

habited by the race-oi men, not to extend beyond fi

thoufand years. , -

To the ancient "Philofophcrt;' creation from nothi ,

appeared^ an unintelligible id: a. They maintained thl

eternal exiftenceof matter, which they fuppofed tob
modelled by the fovereign mind of the univcrfc, intothi
form which the earth now exhibits. But there is noth,
ing in this opinion which gives it any title to be oppof
ed to the ati^ority of revelation. The do£lrine of tw(
icif exiftent, independent principles, God and mattefj
the one aftive, the. othei- paflive, is a hypothefis whicl
prefents difficulties to human* reafon.. at leaiV as great
the creation of matter ^rom nothings Adhering thei

to the tcftimony of Scripture, we believe, that in the ht,

ginning G$d createdy or from unexiftcnce, brought intJ

'^r\^i the Heaven and tht larth.t^ ^

But though there wa* a period when- tliis globe, wttli

all that we fee upon it. did not exift, we have no reafon
to think, that the wifdom and power of the Almightj
^ercthen without cxercifc or employment. Boundld
hike extent of his dominion^ .'^Ojmer globes and worlds
C^Bghtened by other funs, nay tten have occupied, a-

they ftill appear to occupy » ^e imm^nfe regions of fpaccL
Numbcrlefs orders of beings, to us unknown, people thji
wide citcpt of the universe ; and afford an end lefs \

fiety of oi^e<^i to the ty^n^ care <rf the great Father


