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on Feb. 15, 1660, he notes the arrival at the Rose
and Crown of a copy of the second edition :— ' The
Tenure of Kings and Magistrates, proving that it is

Lawful! to call to account a Tyrant, or wicked King,
and put him to death. Published now the second
time with some additions. The author

J. M. [i. e. John
Milton] pp. 60. Printed by Matthew Simmons (15 Feb.).'
We are thus certain of the exact date of publication

of this treatise, the first apology for the Commonwealth.
Thanks to another contemporary witness, we have
most it.ieresting information as to the place of compo-
sition, the authors motive, his political sympathies,
and the effect of the publication on his own personal
fortunes. Our authority is Milton's nephew, Edward
Philips, who gives a more extended reference to this
pamphlet than might have been expected in the brief
compass of his charming sketch of the life of the poet.
' It was not long after the march of Fairfax and Crom-
well through the city of London with the whole army,
to quell the insurrections. Brown and Massey, now
malecontents also, were endeavoring to raise in the
city against the armies proceedings, ere he left his
great house in Barbican, and betook himself to a
smaller in High Holbourn, among those that open
backward into Lincolns-Inn Fields. Here he liv'd a
private and quiet life, still prosecuting his studies and
curious sea ch into knowledge, the grand affair per-
petually of his life ; till such time as, the war being
now at an end, with compleat victory to the Parlia-
ment's side, as the Parliament then stood purg'd of all
its dissenting members, and the king after some trr i-
ties with the army re infecta, brought to his tryal ; tiie

form of government being now chang'd into a free
state, he was hereupon oblig'd to write a treatise,
call'd The Tenure of Kings and Magistrates.'


