
PREFACE.

Amtricaand extends far enough to the South

to inchide New Yi-rk on the Atlantic coast

and San Francisco on tlie Pacitic. i

So little is really known of the geological

structure of the greater part of this vast re-

gion, that only the great general divisions of

formations can ho indicateii, and the manner

in whicn even these are distributed over the

Immense unexplored regions must of course

bt to a great excnt conjcctur.d.

The authorities for the great northern

wilderness are the observations of Sir James

Richardson during his voyage in search of

Sir John I'Vanklin; the map showing the

country between Lake Sujx'rior and \'an-

conver's Island, made by l)r. James Hector,

who accompanied Capt Palliser's Exploring

Expedition in 1S5S-60 as Geologist ; and a

Geological Sketcii Map presented with a

paper by A. K. Isbisterto the London Geo-

logical Society, May 16th, i86S.and [)ublish-

ed in the Transactions of the Society. The

geology of the north-western part of the

Uniteii States is taken from Hitchcock and

Blake's recent Geological Maj) of the

United States,

For the Eastern Provinces of the Domi-

nion, Ontario, Ouebec, X(.'w Hrimswick,

Nova Scotia and Prince Edward's Island
;

and for the North-eastern parts of the United

States the geology is derived from the large

map of the Geology of Canada by Sir \Vm.

E. Logan, ijublisiied in 1S69.

The autiiority for Newfoundland is the

recent map by Mr. Alexander Murray, the

Geologist of that Province.

The map may therefore be relied upon as

nearly accurate in its representations o( the

southern portion, while it presents all that

is known of the northern regions.

Zo(>LOGV.

The memoir u[)on this sul)ject Ijy Profes-

sors Nicholson and Ellis is very judiciously

adapted for popular reading, and gives a

comprehensive account of those native verte-

brate animals "which have some claim for

mention on account of their usefulness to

man, or for the injuries which they cause, or

on account of peculiarities of especial in-

terest."

Since writing it Professor Nicholson has

resigned his chair at the University of

Poronto, and has recently been a[)pointed

to a Professorship in Durham University,

I'ngland.

History.

The Civil History of the Dominion is

from the pen of Dr. H. H. Miles, formerly

Professor of Mathematics in the University

(jf Bishop's College, Lennoxville, and author

Kii "School History of Canada" "Canada

under French Regime," etc.

Of course in a work like this, an elabo-

r.ite history is not called for, but Dr. Miles

memoir will bi; found to give a fair anil im-

jartial statement of the princi;'al im|)ortant

events which have occured, from the earliest

settlement of the coimtry to the confeileration

of the various Provinces, to form the " Di>-

minion of Canada" in 1867.

I R.\ILWAYS.

The chapter on Railways has far exceeded

the limits at tirst intendeil for it. The dcs-

scriptions of the princiind roails, which are

given by Mr. Trout in his " Railwajs of

Canada," have been taken, with such altera-

tions as have been remlered necessary by

changes since that work was published in

1S72.

The officers of several of the newer roads

have themselves furnished the descriptions

of them which have been ado[)teil.

In addition to the Railways of Canada, wc
have given inscriptions of such roatls in the

United States as are more or less inti-

mately connected with the Canadian system,

forming routes from Canadian Cities to

ilifferent [xirtions of the State.s. 1 1 is believed

that the information here given will be found

quite useful to Canadian travellers and

business men.

Canadian- Stkam Navic. \tion.

The next paper is a more s) stcmatic and

homogenous one, prejiared by Dr. Canniff

of Toronto. He has gone into the subject

of Canadian Steam Navigatior, con amore,

in the most thorougii and exlKuwtive manner.

Connnencing with the earliest introduc-

tions of steamltoats he brings the history

down to the [jresent time, t,d';ing each dis-

tinct area of operations by itself, from the

Upi)er Lakes to the ocean, and including

the Ocean Steam Navigation of the

Country.

The list of all the st(>aml)oats in the Do-

minionwill be found convenient forreference.

History of Eulcation.

Interesting and accurate accounts of the

growth and present conditicjn of the noble

Educational Institutions of Canada are given

in Dr. llodgins' .Sketches, commenced on

page 32, for Ontario, and afterwards ex-

tended to include the other Provinces of the

Dominion.

Ample evidence is presented in these

sketches that the people of Canada are iKjt

behind other enlightenc.'d nations in recog-

nizing that the education of the jouth 01 a

country is a sure [injvision for its [trosperity,

and for its power to kt:ep |)ace with otln-r

nations in the rapid progress of modern

times,

Cl.IM \Tnl.n(;V.

Few |)ersons could be foimd so bold as to

attempt what has been accomplished by

Lorin Blodget in the inap showing the varia-

tions of temp(;rature and the distribution of

rainfall throughout the entire British Pos-

sessions in North America.

Owing to the sparseness of t\v stations

of observation,—those of the great northern

region being confined to a few trading-posti

of the Hudson's Hay Com|>any, ami to the

general want of systematic discrimination on
till' part of observers, e\'en in the more pop-

ulous localities, Mr. Bloilget's task has been

an extremely difficult one. The map and

paper which hi; has furnisheil, however, will

doubtless form a most valuable sui)[)lement

to his great work on American Climatology,

which, with iiis otluT similar researches,

have given him an honorable prominence

among meteori>logists.

; GAZLril.lK.

Business men and others will find the

Lists of Villages, etc., in '.!ie Provinces of

Ontirio and Oiiebi'c, commencing on jiage

1S3, of great iitilit)- in various wa)s. If, for

example, goods are to be forwarded to a

place of which information is needed, the

tables will give the nearest railway and

stition, or river and landing, the town, county,

population and page in the .\il.is where the

place is representeil on the Count)' mai)s.

A great dt:i\ <jf l.dx)r has been expended

upon tlu'se tables, and thiy art; believed to

be reasonably correct. Valuable ,issist,uuc in

their compilation was rendered by Miss

Amv'_' Timmis. Miss I. .S. P.irson and Miss

j. D. Wolcott. Miss Wolcott also assisted

in copying and reducing pl.ms of townshiiJS

in the Province of (Juebee.

Engraving and LiTiincRAPiiiNc.

The copper plates for the maps of On-

tario counties were engraved by the late

Mr. D. (i. Johnson, Mr. J. M. Atwood

engraved the map of the Province of Onta-

rio, and Messrs. Rolph Smith & Co., and

Woodward M- Grant, of Toronto, h.ive made

the additions and corrections u|ion the

Ontario coimty maps made necessary by

changes which have occurnxl while tiie work

has been going on, such as tiie construction

of new railways, opening of new post offices,

etc., thus bringing the work u]) to tiie [iresent

timi;.

The maj)()f thr I )iiniiiiii)n of Canada and

that of the city of .Montreal were er.gr.ivcd

by Mr. L. E. Neunian. and those ol .Nova

Scotia and New Brunswick by .Mr. j.

Scheiiler.

The map of luiro]ie was furnislied by G.

\V. C. t^ B. Colton ^: Co.

Printing, Cui.uuing and Binhing.

Nearly all the printing, both of the majis

and letter i)ress, has been done by the

Dcsbarats Litiiographing Co. The re-

maining part of the letter jtress has been

printed by the Lovell Printing and Publish-

ing Co. The i)ai)er was fiu-nished by

Alexander Buntin& Co.

The coloring is by .Mr. M. Nelier, and

the binding by the Lovell Printing Co., all

of Montreal.


