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Cliristuin Prince Constantine acting as Defender

of the Faith in liis i-apacity as Empejor of tlie

Eatt. In the Fiiilt coutary Chrysostom, Angus-

.

tine and Tlieodoiet, eminent bishops of the

Catholic Church at large, testify to tho nnmeious

Chur^ihes in the Eritish Isles holdin^^ " the same

faith and the same judgment." It was in this

century that the Irish bishops opposed the Eo-

niaii intrusion of Palladius, and asserted their

independence.

PROTESTANTISM.

In the sixth century the British Church was

for the first time, while St. Columba the Irish

Churchman was engaged in converting the Picts

of Scotland, confronted on her own soil by in-

truding Eoman Missionaries under another Au-

gubtino j an excuse having been furnished by the

invasion and settlement of heathen Saxons upon

the Eastei a Coast of Britain. As Palladius had

found in Ireland 150 vears before, so Auc^nstine

found the British Church in England and Wales

complete in its organization and determined

to maintain its independence of Eome ; the ar-

ray of Archbishops, Bishops, Dioceses, Colleges,

Parochial Churches, Christian Houses, Genealo-

gies of Saints, populous Monasteries, &c., was un-

mistakoable evidence of its life and streQr»th
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