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IiiMoail of makint; a Statu provi^iMi for luiy

(Miu or iiioiu cliiirclioa ; iiidteiiil ol iipiintiioniii^

the iMiTny rt'nt'ivim atridiiy; tlmtn willi ii viow ol

])i()inotiiii{ cliriNtiaiiity ; iimt«^ail ot ^ivu\^f \h'i\-

HioiiHor Nuliirit's to iiiinlMurM, to riiuko ihcm indu-

peiiduiit uf voluiiliiry coiitribiilioiiM frotii tlie peo-

ple ; I wniilil NtiiduiiiMly nvoid lliid policy, iitul

leuvu truth uiilutlurud and uriirnpcdud lu mnku
hur own cniuinuHla. Lawyers iind I'l^'sicians

hnvo no clor^jy ronnrves. Thuy <lt'peiid upon tlio

MupiKHt oi thu curnmunity wliicti LcMielitt by thuir

lulium. Tliu profuitMions uf luw and pliyaic aru

well rt'presontud in this Af<setnldy, and ttuitr atn-

plu tuMiinony to ihu guniiroxity ol the people lo-

wuids them. Will good, pioUA, and uvan;(eliciil

ministers of our holy religion, be likely to laro

worro than tliu phyMician.i of the body ^ or the

ni(ciits lor onr temporal uliuiri ? Let ^rospel min-
isters, as the scriptures say, live by goxpel ; and
tliu very apostolic maxim that the workman is

wortliy of his hire, implies the performance of

duty rewarded tomporuliy by those who impose
it. There is no fear the profession will become
witinct from want of professors. Was there (any
thiny Locke may say to the contrary iiotwith-

Btandinji) ever n nation on the earth,however bar-

barous, without sornetiungof a priest houd 7 The
aborigines of this continent answer in the nega-
tive ; and tlio least civilized tribes have their pio-

fessional functionaries to otFer up their occasional

sacrifices to the "great spirit." We ha"e had
too, from tlio earliest history of the Province

standint; evidiMice to the contrary in the histoiy

of the Methodist Episcopal church up lo " recent

period. That church was planletl in the colony

without the knowledge or consent of tlie govern-
ment. The scattered settlements, otherwise des-

titute, were every whore visited by hei itinerant

ministry, which increased with llie population,

and wants of the country, and acquired, under
Providence, acknowlodg'sd distinction lor the su-

periority of their numbers, for the devoted char-

acter of their piety, for the fervor of their preach-

ing, for the sjinctily of their lives, and for the con-

verting influence so abundantly sheil upon thcii

highly-favored ministrations. They weie, how-
ever, regaided by the government with jealousy

and contempt ; and subjected to indigniiy under

vice-re-jal repulsion and pailiamentary investi-

gation. " Methodist " was a leim of reproach
;

and an hon. member of this House was once ex-

pelled for methodistically rcccnnmeiuliug a col-

lection of his friends to live accordin<' to the gos-

pel they professcil. Amidst ronlumely ami oppo-

sition, however, they flourished almost beyond
example. Devoted to the gospel, " all other

things were adilod to them ;" and perhaps there

has not been, since primitive times, more striking

evidence of the existence of " a Kingdom not of

this world " swayed by a spiritual sceptre. Has
the christian community, on the other hand, be-

nefited by the late appropriations of the govern-

ment to religious uses? or has the prospect

brightened before the expected tlistributioii of the

clergy reserves ? When, therefore, we find the

christian church in the first three centuries tiour-

ishing against the Staie, and declining under its

wub.><e(|iiiiet palionago under Con.iliinlino
; and

when wo »«ee the .laiiie tiling verilied ujion a
Minaller scale williin the holders of our osvn couii-
tiy, surely we need net hesitate pr.iciically to
believe the proposilioii that iltiiilh is lei aliiiiu it

will pievail. .Such was liie iidvire ot (Jiinialial
;

and let not leaincd iiiciiibeis Imgct lie was "
ii

doctoi uf law." He oppi ned iIiomc whoso object
it was to sup|)oit (he e^lllllli•<hed eimi.s by iiun-
ishiug those whoolluiud the tiutli. He loitiliod

his position with striking illii.HiratioiiH, aiul ciosetl
his elod'.ient and digiiilied addrcns with the iu\-

lowing advice :
" And now I say unto you, refrr.in

fi'iKii tiiose men and let llieiii alone; loi il'iheir

coiinsel, or their woik lie ol (iod,yoii ciiniiot ovci-
tliriiw ii." Lord Hiicon (lo the best ol iny recol-
lection) has Miiiiowhero said, '* wlirn trnlli is lelt

alone to grapple with (trior, whoever knew Ijcr

worsted in the contest ?" lUil our nioilein jihi-

losopliers, instead of condescending to be chil-
dren ol truth, aspire to niuke tiuthacliiid tons, lo>

put her into leading strings, wrap her in swad-
dling clothes, conliiio In r in the iinisory, and
smother her with kindness under .Acts of Parlia-
ment I 'I'rutli, however, is not an exotic or a lir t

liouso plant. It is indigenous in every countiy,
congenial to 'jvcry climate and the i;iitiveof eveiy
soil. How can it be otherwise, since i' pioceedeil
from iiiin who can be found and Aorshipped
eijually in every mountain top, in every valley
and in every shade.

Till- coinse of nature i.s tho course of I'lovi-

deiice. It is the practice ol every diiy to coiilide

in it assullicieiit to iiisiiieliii' cont in nance ol those
bounties which wo reci-ive as (lependant crea-
tures. J{e|)osiiig witlionl liinid a|iprelieiision in

a divine Miiieiinleiulini: care ovi-r iiialiiial things
why should we be di.itriistliil ol eijuiil superin-
tending care over sjiiiitna! lliiiiirs { C'oiiscions of

our iiial)iliy to direct terrestrial powers, it is Pagan
pri'sutnption, like I'lui'ton, to ascend tin.' chariot

of the Sun, and drive witii tearl'ni temerity rouiivl

the zodiac of reliL'ioiis trnlli. Will ieiirned gen-
tlemen assiiiiie to legislate lor tlie cloiuls ? Do,
then, your work ol siipeicr i^ulion. Pass a law
foi a safety-fund (il rain. 'Ia\ e\eryiiiaii wilti

the piecaiitionary duty ot perindically watering an
allotteil portion of the earth, as piiluihiiii for the
sun to distil the balmy dew, to sujipiy the winged
vapours ol the air, to spread out the clouily cur-

tain of the sky and seasonably tlilluse more geni-

al showers. JJoes this seem absurd ? Open then

the eyes of the understanding and see that it is

not less absiin! to usurp tin; spiritual than the
physical throne ; not less aluurd to assume to

govern " a kingdom not of tins world," than to

govern the clouds for him " who rides upon the
whirlwind uiul directs tht; storm."

Ill the things about us we witness the particu-

larity of Providence, acting nevertheless, under
the simplicity ol a law which is eijually the ob-
ject of our gratitude and admiration. Let us judge
of the certainty, simplicity, ami elliciei.cy with
which ho can govern his clnuch, by the display

of corresponding attributes in the works of nature.


