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The Rill befbre'this Honourable Houfc this Evening, xtA
the Petitions now on the 'I'ablc, are the beft Proo^ 1 can of*

fcr that the Petitions on which it was thouj^ht expedient '•

pafs the Quebec Aft did not afford fuch full Information on
the Subjedt as to iuflify the Principles of that A&. The
Confufion which has enfued in confequence of that Aft il

greater than it is pofllble for me to exprefs to this Honoura**

ble Houfe. It is evident that a Sydem of Law was adopted

entirely on a fuppofed Idea } for fo late as the month of

June laft, in the High Court in this Kingdom, to which
our lafl Appeal at prefent lies, in a Caufe Appealed from
the Province, in which an Honourable Member of this

Houfe is interefted, the Court ordered the Lawyers of

the Parties, who were of the higheft rank of their i'rofei^

fion in this Country, to agree on and draw up a (late of

Che Cafe, and to fend it to Paris for the Opinion of Frencli

Lawyers, to afcertain the L^aws in Force, and which corn*

pofed the Syftem of Canada^ previous to the Conqueft. tf

the Syftem enafted by the Quebec Aft had bteti ptopcf\f

underftood, I cannot fuppofc the Court would have foimj

k neceflbry to order fuch a Reference i and fo that after

Sixteen Years Experience and Inveftigation by the Courts

ifid Lawyers, we are now waiting for the Opinions of

Prsr)):jii Lawyers to know wh*»t was intended by the Quf-
ec Aft : But fuch muft ever be the confequences of PoU^
tical Plans and Schemes when adopted • without proner In-

formation and full Inveltigation, particularly if they are in*

tended to Operate on Countries fituate fo far diftafit, thit

that the probable Effefts and Confequences can fcarcely be

fufficicntly known to the Members of the Britilh Legifla-

ture } it therefore requires great Care and Circumfpeftion

in framing any Aft which is to Operate on the Extre-

mities of the Empire -, every kind of Information oiight

to be courted from all Quarters and from all Parties -, Ob-
jeftions ought to be received and heard coolly and difpaffidn-

ately j for though much of the Information, and man^' 6f

the Objeftions may not be pertinent to the |Subjeft, it is

leafoftvible to expeft that fuch Conduft would procure Light
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