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could be more injurious to the Chambers of any
people, than this diabolical praBice afcribed to tbia

^iety. There are in this, and th'^ adjoining iflandu,

perfons of a middle rank between the manahounaa,
or the yevimen, and the earees, who having no con-
cern in ihe government, nor any diftin6t property

in the iflands, aflcciaie together for their own amuie*
ment, and the entertainment of the public. Thefe
travel from place to place, and from ifland to ifland

in companies, not unlike thofe of the ftroUing playcrf

in England, only that they perform without pay

;

but that they cohabit inaifcriminately* one with
another, fo many men with fo many womei) in com*
mon, is no otherwife true, than may be fufpeCtttf

among the itinerant companies juil mentioned; nor
are they under any other reftraiots from marrying,

than that the fociety admits of no marriases among
themfelves, nor of any married people to be of their

ibciety, it being a rule with them never to be encum-*

bered with children; if therefore it ihould happen,
that iflue (hould prove to be the confequence of a
cafual amour, there is no alternative, the mother
muft either quit the fociety, or fome how or other
difpofe of the child, which fome of them do there,

as many unfortunate girls do here, by fecretly

making away with them, to avoid infamy, it being
equally difgraceful there to be found with child,

while members of the fociety of Arreoys, as it is for

women here to be found without hufbands. Oedi-
dee, who made the voyage to the fouthward with

Captain Cook, in his former expedition to difcover a
fouthern continent, came to pay bis refpeds to bis

patron and friend. He brought with him a wife

whom he had lately married, which difcredits the

nption that was adopted by former voyagers, that

thofe who belonged to the fociety of Arreoys were
fworn to celibacy. Either this man muft have been
an impoftor« or the fa6l juft mentioned cannot be
true.
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