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tho iipirit of iieir<tt\criflc«». In the
tlrnt iiliicc, ni* I liiivo ulipu'ly

intimitiii, wo liivn |ii;ii'ti'Mlly ;.»iv(ii

up tli)> litvi'lliiil'l |i'iiiit altoijcilifi',

in sjiilo of II (M-<o wlii'liwi-" i"'iii«i Inr iiiins.

Builiililo ill poiia III I iw, mill whu'li wo tfO'l

l)of'ore I*>')1 t<> onloico til" lopi-iljul xei/.

urea uivl coiiclciiiiritiiins of Aiiiniicati v<*s-

BOU. NV't' liMlV allow lliclii Ik liili III) whiTO
ii|) to tlio tliri'i* milt) limit of tho tuUii il

hIjoio litn>. lint oviin in to tlic^i' liiiiit-i we
worn iiiixioiH on ovi^iy >.'r<>iini| to uvoiil

coniiiliciili'ini anil havo tlio ln-sl iditions

witli tlio AnioiiriuiM, an<l to tliin on<l wo
wore willing? viilnully to hIiiiio tlio liihor

iiH witli ill" in. All til it woii'kcii WIS that

Ann'iicin tishiii^' vossrls should pay a

nominal toima)'!' Ik^oiiso lor tlio privilo^'o ol'

iiihing iinywlicrc, aii'l wo lix<''l this iit so

low a rati' that it lo illy iiiiioiinttMl to no
liioro than a sort ot popper <orn roiital

acknuwlt'dgoniont of iighl. lloro is tlio

btiileniont ol' tho op ralu»iis «t'tlio syst'in :

— In Ist'i(') thoro wore .i'jJ licoiisos; in IMIT

thero woio 1"^! lioeiisos; in ISCiS ihoio

wore lilty six licenso.s : in Im'i'.i thoK' wfic

twenlylivo li'onsos. Now, sir. yoii will

reudily see on a siinplo view ot tli s tiuilo

liow nnmerous woro the i' isesoC trospiss

without lirenso diuin^,' this poriod,

But dining tho whole of tho-e lour

seasons not n singlo Amerieaii vessid

was dctainod. Imriiifj; this period jil-i

wo intlulm d Aiiu'iio.iii li'heiiii' II with !

jioatod wariiiii;^s and il was prohiMy
this whieh spoil d our lu'eiis.? sy.-tom ;

ior it practically i eiidcioil tio-pas-.iii^' upon
our lishin;^ ^rmiinds a tliin;^ witlioiitdan^'er.

But it ooinpielely shows tlio spirit in wlncli

wo aclod t'ii")UL.'lioiit this time, lint you
j

can see at ii gl nieo tliiit il was iiiipo,.uMo

for us to allow such a stito of thiiij^s to go

on. Wo inijiht just as well have surren-

dered the lislieiies altogothor. They aro

our j)roperty, an I property which wo are

willing to share with Americans on just

terms, which wo have very nearly sa^'riliced

altogetlier. Wo are now tully puipu.-ed

not to do this witiioiil a just eiiuivaleiit.

While we carried on this licensing system

we virtually put up with l.outidie«s tres-

passing, while at the same time pray oh-

serve tint British caught li-h aro all the

timosuliject to a virtually prohibitory duty

in Arnerii-an ports. It is too much. They
bOt-'m o w.nit the right to tikr our lisli

iind exclude our li-hermen from their mar
kels. But we aro sati>lied tho jii-t and
generous Ameriin pulilic do not iiii<lei

btaml tins <iuestion. An I that is why we
rejoice at tins opportunity ol I lying il he-

lore tlii>m. Well sir, wc were obliged t

.

reconsider our position, not only on the

grounds inentioiio<l, but becau.-e during

the period sine ISGO tho American li-hor-

inen committeU other infractions of tlie

I

Treaty of ISIR, inch n% freqnanting our
h'U'bors to Iriinilor ciirgot'i mid t lUo .iiip-

phos, ci'oatmg riots ami ilisturbaneeit and
doiyiiiK llio liws, In IsiV.t our ulioros

sw.irnied with Amorican lishing vesitelii

which would not |t ly the license lee. and
wo h III the iindoulitoil oviiloncn liolbro iim

tint, owing to tli« prohibitory dutie.4 of

British e night lisli, and our priictical itur-

render of our rights to Ainoriciin tishing

vo>s(>ls, the liominioii lisliermon wore bo-

gimiiiig to man the .Vniorieati vossoU, and
our wliol(> lishing trade and property were
tliroatonod with extinction. It huuanie

absolutoly nocossary for us to rotnico our
wfops. .\nd thorol'oro wo liavo practical ly

this season rosnniod our position under
tho Treaty of jsls, exi-ept only that we
Inve, as 1 liiivo bolore pointed out, put in

ab-yenco tho lieaill iiul nuostion. Wo now
only in iintain tho two points—one. exelu.

sivo inshore lishing lino, and tho absoluto

necessary distinction of chiractor between
a li^ liiiig and a truling vessel—a liistino-

tion ab.olutoiy necessary to the tishing

property and tlio rovoniio system. Wo
iiiimtain, ihoreliiro, sir, that our conduct
has boon in tho highest degrwe liien ily

and gfiierous, and wo have great right to

complain ol its being represented under
a dill' ^'ii light by so high an otlicial as

tho chiot ol tlio Ueiiiiblie him>ell. It ho
'proposes to liiiid together all se(;tions of

/Uiioricaii people inoiie ooiuinon American
sentiment by suiih a course, it seems to us,

to say ill' least of it, that he will not
succeed.

l!i-:i[AM) CnMMiss!0Ni-;ii—Tho I'residont in

hi.s Message intimates that your legislii-

tion <jf late his been both unl'iiendly ami
iiovid in onforceiuent of your lishing

rights.

Ijominion' St.vtksm.vn—Tho President is

ini-informed, and it i,s greatly to bo wished
that he would study these points lor him-
self, or be sure of those whose studies he
depends upon, t )iir legislatuMi has been no
more than a transcriiit of that older legis-

litioi; on the subject, which, as 1 luve
said, was never complained of on the
ground of right during the whole period

between iSlS and 18,J4. Nor have we ever
attempted to enforce our rami icipiil legis-

lation, ex '('lit in tho undoubted three-

mile limit from tho shore. But allow me
to state what has hippened. At tho be-

giiiniiig of the yiar l>Tn, we notified to

the Ameiicin go\.rnmeiit that we felt

ourselves oblij^ed now st:icily to enforce

tho rule of e.xclu-ion from the shore line

of three mik-.s; not, belt obsorvi d, fi r.i

headlands. Inning thoyi^ar 1870 we have
enforced that ex.'liision. There have Inen
a few seizures wiiiiin th*' three-mile limit,

pray ob^eivo, for illegiii ri.shing. There
has not as yet been one aei^ure for


