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As if through a dungeon-grate he peered
With broad and burning face.

Alas! (thought I, and my heart beat loud)
How fast she neara and nears!
Are those her sails that glance in che Sun,
Like restless gossameres?

Are those her ribs through which the Sun
Did peer, as through a grate?
And is that Woman all htr crew?
Is that a Death? and are there two?
Is Death that woman's mate?

Guilt and Fear have interposed themselves between God and
the sinful iSIariner and his mates, who find themselves now
wholly in the power of Death and of Life-in-Death. The crew
become the prey of Death,'= while the .Alariner falls to the lot
of Life-m-Death. She whistles thrice, and at that sinister
signal the sense of the Divine presence is wholly lost:

The Sun's rim dips; the stars rush out:
At one stride comes the dark;
With far-heard whisper, o'er the sea,
Off shot the spectre-bark.

One after one, under "the star-dogged Moon" (distorted sym-
bol for the moment, of an alienated Love), the sailors perish,
and the lALirmer is abandoned to the horror of utter separation
from his Creator. By his own act he has become a castaway
No samt takes pity on his soul in agony. Like Claudius and
JMacbeth, he seeks to pray ..nd fails to pray. Divorced alto-
gether from hope or help, for seven days and seven nights he
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