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E LI'S greeîlîags Io readersaofthe CANADA LvsîiaasîANwiho
tire t be bond ln the vide Domirnion, ln neaaly every state in

the Americaa Unionharld reachlng Englanal, Gernîany and
evert farda fway Indiâ, a sobscription comlng ta us tbis uîoath
item Ilurmala, India. 1 shahi chîat fireely ln thîs columnl about
vatious mAtterspertainirtg tl uîabering 'anil Ididret! intercsta.
Realer ill hv overy apportunlîy given îhem ta express

nirsevs lirighat, ahrewd sayings ai the briglitest and

sh ' ewtest ôf aur business anen-fAr whcre do yeu gel thcm. If
ntt la ii lunaber liacles?-will bie caught an tht 'fly' b>
Ehi as ho vYanders ta and ia amnong the triade and will be se.
corded litre. [n a word it wIi libe a page fur the interchange
ai opinions with readers ant! wriler, wheze wllboot restraint
caca naay fecd frets Ia say bis own say ln lais own particular
w9yi. Vour Introduction ta Eli.

6 *,
"Take nîy word for il," sat! a lumberer to tht writer àt

IittIe.pgo, 1 there Is flot the alightest danger ai the Americans
tacking an an Increaset! duty on lumber. should wé reimpase
fihe duty an ogs. They vant aur lumber toc bad."

"lThere esan bc no doubt," rematket M1-r. A. H. Canaphell,
ai thetMuskok.i Milliag And! Luinher Company,«"that the
yellow, pine of tht Sauthera States ia Coing t0 seriously break
in on tht saito aihi ag4n Vinte. It vili net 61 tht bill in
every case wherc whîîe pine is uset!, but il is a aisefail woot!.
Tht one great draawback will be tr-ansportation, but îvbeaa
there Is tht stuê' to ship satisfactory Arrangements can usually
be made for shiipping."

In tht lumbering sections in the Ottawa region and especi.
ally out on the Ilaciic coast among the Indian villages and!
logging camps, I ama told tht censtis enutaîcrators are having o
jolly lime. Two mera sill take an opea boat wiîh a supplyai
provisions aand go ta tht Havwe Sound tu enunlerate tht
population, andl front there tbey ii go nnrtbward along tht
coast as far sas tht upper end ai Knight's Inlet, a distance ai
îapwards oi lo0inmiles. How ivouit! soine ai our cily enoaner-
alors lice tht job?

"1Just how t astray the daily papers ivili get," sait! luni.
berman John Danogh, "in their anxitty for news is shown in
tht boom that the city daihits are endeavoriaig ta work u in
buiding lîrats. Their prediction *is Iliat x8ga ill prove a
busy senson and they cite the number ai permils issued asg
proaf. NVe arc directly intere'ted in seeing a lively trade-
donc, and I wish the prognostications of the nevvspaper pres
vere correct. Tht building pernîiîs are cerîainiy a long avay
ahend of those af a ycnr aga, bol be il remiemblere! that tht
lire Mitails have been îridely exîcndtd within thte vear. Last
season's building ivas not neatly rcpresented by tht permits
registered ai the cily hall. There was building outside ofithe
fire limits. that tbese liatti documents laid naabing about. This
year the building is in tht main covcrtd by tht permils."

1 set that Mtr. Hi. E. Clarkce, one ofthe memhtrs for Toronto,
îi;ew the attention af the Legisîsature ai lis recent session tai tht
-xtent ofithe timber cuît an tht Province. H-e quotedtrirn
statislics furnis.bed by tht Legisiaturesot .Michigan, '.tvsconsan
and! Dakota, whiclî show that thcse mtates, su ai is staîcal, are s0u
deficient an thcar tamber that they cannut suppl) the hume
consumption lur thn rat ten )cars, and ahu Lhat Nciv [[amp-
shirt andl Nermoaa %i~v .rtuali> exhaissted aIlt their forests.
..No ont sasal àslr. Clarke, " Ian find fouit vvith, the govern
ment il tht>' cause tu L~e cuî. dosan every stick ai tinaber ia tht
country, ai i mas dune tu malt roarr for settlers. but sodai is nt
tht case. It is lacing dont ta suppîy aur ricigbrs to the %outl
with an article thatl i- growing scarrer evcry year, sand! must
increase in value as time gots on,"

*.0.

1 fint! in discussing trade questiolis saill men cngaged in any
liat ai business lIati l makes a Coccd denl ai difierence sybose
ox is goret!. Tht calot ai our spectacles vary, a goad dca!
-sometimes. I bat! been spcnt!ing a pleasatit lii hour in
tht office ora leadiag jabiber in this citY, a few days since,
wbo in discussing thae question ai duly on legs, ba no
hesitancy in saying that it would be a strious blunder ta re-
impose the oIt! duty. It aaauld cetainly aaerial3- affect bis
rade. 1 badl not leit ibis gentleman Any. lengîh af limne be-

fore 1ran acrosi a Mill Owner (rom the blidland Aistrict.
" ll"sait! 1, "how are things your wAy ? Getting ready

for a big season's trade ?"' No trade ai Ai wat the rcply.
The aboition af ibis expart duty bas c-impletely lled Mill
operationsL 1 have sold my Mili tu an taierîcant firm, and they
bave closed f: dawvn -wo you can draw your awn conclusion
as ta how the duty business works."

"aDo vou lcnowv," rcniarlced one whose opuinions on lumber.
ing nire worth soîn'-thing. "lthat the albolition qi the duty on
logs is going ta raise a bigger noise tbon those Ottawa fellows
ever drcamed of. It was a slnmple mltier with one scratch ai
tht pen to give aaway aur forests to the Araericans, but fi wlIl
not bc so casy ta recoiver tht ground that Is now fast slipping
tram under us."

1 haad ta conicis thât there was soniet cause for my triend'à
indignation, nt the saine time I asked bini te testd over tht "EII'
page wbea tht LuMDRIksAI would Cet into biis bandsibis
mrondla and stec boi a "bhouse avas divIded aigainst atielf."
somne lumbermen haolding to anc view and -others ta the
oppOsite.

"'AIl ibis avilI not alter the cald tatthat the milli ia the
iegi!îns directly raffectedl iy the mensure are closing down ont
alifter anotber, hundreds of men are being thrawn out ai cm-
pîoyment, and Michigan saw milîs arc bath getting bur legs
andrldoing tht cutting. Let nie go back n littie in hlstoýys" said
lae. "YIou know lIat somc i or eight y*ears ago thîe Arrericans
dld ibis saine kind or thlng-they bought our logl, raftéd ther
aver ta dte Mlichiga:n shore-anc kept thcir big niihi~ la a con-
tiàued bta. To Cive ta aut cava people who saarcly bave a
right.io the bouillies ai their own foresîs swmç show an export
duty ai $2 pet thousand fi. was placet! upon Canadian pine
logs by the Dominion Government. %%'bat ivas the result?
Imniediately aur savi niilîs ail througb the ,Nldland, Little
Current'Spanish River, and other lunibering .regions took on
a big boona, and! sucb mcn As Mr. Mîwçamphell,. Cook Bras.
and others wvere sable tu give employment ta hunt!redscofwork-
ing men. Our %voods swsarmed îvith them. villiges îhrived,
Lture-hkeepers did a rattling trade, boats were lcept running,
ànd progress anarched aipace an sali :lands. 1 know wbat i affi
tàlkiiig about wbcn I say that this last movement ai aur
g'overnnient bas changed aIl this, and the leading miuis
tbtoughout the M4\idiand, Little Current, Algonia and'pIrces
Along tht north shore are as a consequence closed down, and!
wvill rémain closed unless the duty is reimpased."

Mald on, I said, you lire showing us ane side oi the shieid
aniy. With a vengeance. Do you suppose that Sir John blac-
donild, tht father of tht National Policy, a measure designed
speciaWy for Car2dian industries and workinginen, abolished
this duty s:, :-y for the ion ai thetîhing? Did be not Cet in
retornithé -ducaion ai em $2 îo$iimpartduîyoa Capadian
lunîber gt~;in ta the States, thus giving encauragement ta
cver, matAIt -cturcr oi lumber in tht csuntry-and espccially
an the reg¾ara namect by yourself-aad as a censequence is net
manufactored lomnber being shipped tu the States ina intTeased
quantarats 4~ out Canadian shippers? Rcim1pose tit duty.
bave the import duly raised, and the tr -de %vith the United
States in Canàdian lumber «di bc seriously curtaile.

Il Tht eacperlence is a]] agaaast yoaa," persiste! my irre-
pressible firiend. " I wiii grant thler shi:ipcrs are doing an ti.-
creaset! trade becsbse ai the reduction ai the import duty, but
Miii owacrs are nôt getting any msarkcd beaclit. There is a
surplus of saîved lumber in a large number ai yards consequent
on thc dcprcssion of ayear saga, and ibis is birg shipped ac 'ross
the border to-day. This stock exbaosted and! shippers will
icel tlae pincbjust sas the nMill men do to.t!ay."

Do you mean ta say that aur people avilI ceie mainu-
factorang? Yau kncw the oIt! adagc aliat at as casier for the
miii ta conie ta the logs, than for the Iogs tu go tu tiht mil.
Wc have gai the legs andl the mills arc plantet! beside thcm.

--hîs as i-ery paisble and mright cutant fui s.rctgif
certain speciai factura did nui cusî. la The Acc;ý.. have
their ava sais naills an theis oaail side afube lines -sonît %.ery
large ancs-and the) ha% e got tu keep then running. If it
wcrc nut fui ibis il woult! p!u>ahi> pay themn ta "eut" -in
Canada, nuttsitbstainding the dollar duty on mnuiactured
stuif. (2> If tlai±duty on logs remaun off for any lengîli afiait
they ivill have sufficient lumber in their*Nlichigan yards maanu.
factureal from Cariadian logs, cul by their own wnrkmei, in
itir o'vn milîs, these withoot caating îhtm a cent ai dialy, ta
bi2 pericctly intlependent ai nîaiaufactored stuff (rom Canada.
Ira a word syhat neet! «dfli tere bc for theni paying even one
dollar doîy on lomber, when tht>. get t stocks in fret aI
duty in tht shape ai logs ýand manufacture, ifi nîay so put it,
on tbeir own premises ?"-

Tbcrc seemed ta bc.na "1d04'ring» aur saw Mill (rient!.
He reconised the tact that:the owners ai tinîber limits hid- a
large amount,.oicapitai1 invetcd ia tbcîvaoo!s oaCanada, and
that the abolition ai tht dtity ah logs meint that îhiet gentlet.
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meni wcrc now gettiag a nice turn over on their Investmnents
and from their standpoint It was perhaps proper for the gov.
ernm:nt tu cancede tu them certain prîvileges. Dut was fi
rilht for theni tu do ihis ai dit cost of the complete tuination
of other Important Interests, which If flot rcpresentlng su large
ait culaouttaio capital- îlaaugh no Inconsit ceriblc sum-was a
business upon which depended thc livlihoad. af hundreds of
men and their famailles and the sustaining of thriving and pro-
gressive villages nt many points ln the Province.

1«I An 10 loyal a Canadinn" said hc "«ta take any other
vicia nf the matter" and then hoe lefi me

THE EXPORT DUTY ON LOOS
INTERVIEW WTITII . LEADiNr, LubinnRMiAN%.

T EE CANADA LuMIIERMAN botb in its editarial
coluis and also through -is wandering scribe,

"Eli," bas a good deai ta Say in ibis number on thc
abolition oi the duty on log;. It is the burning ques-
tion in iumbering sections at the present time, and no
npology is necessary for the praminence that wc are
giv'ing it. Desiring ta obtain the views of a tveii.knbvn
Canadian, n who is interested extensivcly bath as
the owner af lintits and Iniis, your interviewer called
upon Mr. John flertram, president ofthe Collins Inlet
Liimber Company, and ane of the largest operators in
the Georgian Bay tegiora.

He wvas found in his office on Wellington stre&t, and
though up toi the eyes in business, very cheerfuiiv gave
an audience and freely discussed the question.

"Let me say at the outsct," remarked Mr. Bertram,
"lthat there is no such quantity of iogs being shippcd
from Canada ta the States as is stated by the news-
papiers. Tht figure is placed at i6ooooooo ect.
There wîi flot be at the outside more than 8ooooooa or
ioo,aoooo feet shipped from Canada. I have heard
naines mentionedi and igures given that are widt of
the mark."

Do you not tlaink, rernarked the interviewer, that
even though the figures may bt*' exaggerated that suf-
ficient wiii be shipped ta have a hurtful effect on the
lunîbering industry?

'II do nota" was Mr. Bertramns prompt rcpiy. "-So
far as the Georgian Bay niils arc conccrned, I 1-now
that it is flot sa. WVhen tht proposition tvas maA by
the United States government. ta reduce the duty on
mnanufactured lumber from $2 t0 $1, 1 think- it was but
a fair condition that wve should abolish the duty on
logs. 0f course 1 shouid like ta have seen entire fret
trade in lumber, and 1 can hardiy fancy that there
are twa opinions among lumbermen on this point. 1 was
in Saginaw, Mich., last week and .was told of a large

1lumberrnan îvho purposes building a miii in Canada ini
order ta cut bis logs hitre. It costs $1 a thousand ta
toav logs fromn Canada ta thie States, while the differ-
ence in the freaght rates by vessel from the North
Shore ta Tonawanda, N.Y., is only 25 cents."

But as it flot the case, %was the enqur>, that the
Emery Lumbtr Co., for exampie, bave closed their
mili at Mi\idiand ?

"lYes,» said Mfr. Btrtram, "but 1 avould iikte ta hear
oi any others. The Em -ery Lumber Co. were, wýth
Mr. Miscanipbeil, owners af Ahis miul. Tbey are
Americans, and oîvn large nulls ini Michigan, -nd in
order ta keep these running they bought 'out MIr. Mis-
campbell's inicresî, closcd down the 'mil] in the
meantime so that thty could be assured oflags to'ketp
their large miii on their otwn side busy."

Can > ou tell of any apprei-iable effect (bat the
abolition of the dut> i5 ha% ng on the Canadian lumber
tiade ?

"MWhat bas been the cause of the, depression in the
lumber trade in Canada for thc'past fcw vears P" said
Mr. Bertrani, "Why we bave hadno outet for our coaaser
stuffs and Vou know we have immense quantities here.
fi bas been a drug on the market We could flot- export
With $2 expart duty on Ibis poorer stufi' Wc could flot
manufacture it into lumnber for *thc' $2 inmport duty
barred -it there. 'kt s imply remained here' doing no
good ta any oane. 1 know how af even cuIls -thar arc
behag-shiped ta thtother side.1

bu~ you atiticipate, was ask*êd, thàt in the event af thé
duty on logs being re.inapoed ' taî tht Âmnericans,
wvould rétaliate by p.utiihg up their tariff and-if so vvhat
îvould-be'itbo result?

.-1 catn't speak for thé -Anieican.goveraiment,7 said


