
TuE CHIARGE OF RAPE-INEVITABLE ACCIDF-ST.

Toonier guiity cf rape, is mstounding, even te
thiose wiio knewv best of wliat a British jury is
capable. We carnestly hope that the Phrerio-
lcigicaxl Sloeiety will 1ke'p its eye- wplûi thesce
twelve Briteris, arid tak e cure that their lîemds
are some day opened and examined. The ex-
amnination couid scmrcely fail te tlîrow valuable
liglit upon tht; use cf the British Palladium
and uipor our ninetcemth century interpreta-
tien of the ruIes of evidemice in ýhcir connec-
tion with the laws ef chivalry. If a hundrcd
years hience a ieveiy iveman bas ceased te be
recegnised as the weaker vessel, sue wilh per-
liaps new anîd theri look back with regret upon
some of the advantmges which the recognition
rnv affords lier, and feel that there is somme-
tbing te be set off even aginst the debt cf
gatitude she will eu-e Mr. M1iii. If a mari ap-

pemred ini court witli a charge se flimsy and
se self-contradictory as that broughit by Miss
Partridge, lie wouid stand somte chance cf be-
ing tried for peîjury. But wbmt cari a maie
jury de Nwheri the prosecutrix is a youmg lady
or &&prcpessessimg exterior," anîd the prisoner
i-, not mereiy a maie, but actually a Nwidowser
at tiîmt niost unromantie pcried of life, iniddle
age ?

It is scarcely necessary te, enter aimy formai
pretest against the verdict in tlîis particnlar
case. It is impossible te suppose tlîat it will
bc auliwed te take effeet. But the moral of
the stury is an3'thing but a pleasant one. If
Mr. 'foortier couid bc fourid guiity on suci
evidence, what unlucky maIe is safe? Itimay
be indccd truc, as the T'imes says, that the
prisoner, by bis immoral conduct, helpcd te
get bimiself inte the scrape, and lias therefore
"se much the iess teconipiain ofY'- But then,

on the other hand, we must renemnber that a
far more piausibly concocted charge could be
got up mgairist the miost innocent mari. 'Mr.
Toomcr's immorality may perhips have iif lu-
enced a half-educated jury, though really it
liad about as mnuch te do -with the specific
charge as lîad the colour of his liair. But it
cari scarceîy have told as nîuch agaimst hini as

teiakpeints in the evidence toid in lis fa-
vour, and suc i wemk points as thiese the nicrest
tyre in the art ef lying ceuld mvoid. Miss
Partridge îvouid have madc eut a mnuch better
case if Mr. Teomer had beîî inniocent ef ahi
ixapreper overtures te lier, and if, liaving no
substratumi cf fact te go Upori, she had bccri
cenuhellc(I te trust entirely te lier imagination.
Sue wouid never in tlîmt cise have dreanied of
msserting Iliat, aftcr the first assauit, she re-
mmmced quictiy toe at ier brecakfast ini the
prisoner's Ocd, and, 'after continuing %vitlî Iiinî
liiii on1 friendly ternis for tvo c-r tlmree dmys,
give lii an opportunity for renciving tic as-
sauit ';y ieaving lier bedrooiri door open.
These ar-e tie niost damning facts aginst bier,
and L'île tacts tiîat w-ili save thme prisoner. Yet
tàieyv ould haive tiever apliearcd in an abso-
iutely imgiinary charge, though the etiier

taton w-hich the jury fnuniid their verdict,
iinii't lî-mvc ;)ee.l Sibstantially the Sanie. "Miss

Partridge would have lind one Il"nitloîg
srgl"instead of two, and wvouid as soout

stpossibl h.v. laid information ut the police.
ste.No eule, inideed, tould 11ave learii

this imaginary struggle, nor could the mcd ucal
evidence have supported it. But, as we see
[rom the actual verdict, these trifiing olbjtc.
tiens would not have prevcnted a perfectly ini.
nocent mani from being ruined, inasmuch as
they did net affect the reaily essexitial features
of the case-the sex and prepessessirig exte.
rior of the accuser, and the unremantic iiiddle
agc-e of the accuscd. Mr. Tooemer's immoral
conduct,, as the 1imes say.-;, may thus bave
in onie way got him into the scrapc, but in an-
other it has actually got Iiim out of it. If lie
bad been innocent, lie wouid have been help-
]css. Ile is positiveiy saved by the fi-st iim-
propcr assauit, which Miss Partridge is
eithier tee duil or tee heonest to coriceai. A
highiy consolatory iniférence this f'or innocent
and mloral nmen.

The worst part ef the business is that scri-
eus as is the cvii which this trial illustrates,
mnd figh-tful as are the dangers te which iii-
riecent mca are cxpcised, there rcally seems iio
reînedy-unless, indeed, as we have suggested,
it is possible te hurry on feinale enfranchise-
inent, abelishi the iveaker-vessel thery, and
put six wemen into the jury-bex te proect
maile priseners in cases of this kzind. It is
hopeiess attempting te persuade a chiivairous
B3rit.ish jury that lovely woma is sinctimies
sinning, and net always sin mcd agaimîst; and
it would be perhaps tee grave a constitution.il
change te arrange that, wherever she is con-
ccrned,, the trial shouid be conducted soieli-
by a judge sceccted especiaiiy fer bis want
of gallantry, and net mucha urider sevcntv.
Whiere the accuser is young and cf prepos-
sessing exterior, it mighit possibly illitigate
the miscarriage of justice to kecp lier tbiclyl
veiied or eut of sighitl uniess imdecd there are
grrouncis for suspcctirig that there is mny juror
prescrit possessed of imagination, ini whicli
case concealinent, îould, of course, make mnat-
tors ivorse. Te insist on the presecutrix nip-
pcarin g in an ugly dress would ovcrslîeot the
mark, mnd, by miaking ail charges on the pa«rt
of women weli-nigh impossible, wvouhd ciîcotr-
age counivance at crime. Se thiat, pcmdiiig
the advent, of fernale enfranchiseincrit, %ve ctii
rcally sec ne remcedy, and cari offlV hope, ini
the interest of the maie creatien, that the next
charge ef inîpreper assauît inmy be breught.
net agist a country shepkeeper, but agninst
the Lor Chancelier, the Archibislîep of Cari-
tçrbury, (-r Mdr. IliU-Satzurday Rcricw.

INEVITtABLE ACCIDENT.

A case lias been reccmtiy decided ini the Court
of Comîmon Pleas, Nvhich illustrates the rulc
of laîv applicable te cases -whec a persori lias
been proented fron doing, by inevitabie acci-
dlent, that whichili h as undertaklen te do.
The material facts iri ApplZd>y v. illeyers (12
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