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in cie couflîy, inay ho qîmito a difforemît titing iii iiother.
Ilerfoet unifuriniîy eannn ho expected. There in no common
availabie contre te which thlo judges crin look for nuthority to
guide thon, eitber in mattore ut practico or in the innumcta-
bic critical and often 3omiplicaited cases %Yhich re broughit
before thin.

ieon, rigain, n County Court judgo in going the sanie r)und
oery ' wo months for a numl.or ot ycar-%, wiiîout any chanîge.
HO becoines fîîmilinr to and witm ovory man, and knoma Soine-
thinmg of hie affaire. Tîmo peopie aise become îîcqîmainted with
the judge, hie poculiriritios, mand porhaps hio wcîmkneRses (and
who is witimout both ?) May it flot thofore 8omotirnes harp-
pou that the seule of justico umrntentinnally will fali to the
îvrong aide? Idens may tako root in the mirid of ajudgo (.ae
timey ufton do in tic minds of othor mon), which nmiy ]enid
him, in epite o! the exorcise of the most anxious wish ta arrive
at a right conclusion, ta rendor a %vrong judgmcnt. No man
in any situation bris more responeibie dut*t8 tw di8chrirge than
the judgc of a Division Court. Ile is oton calcd upon tw
decido at a moment questions of law and equity of tho moni
ab8truse and compiicritcd character ; ummd if hoe ehould tuko
time ta look iat thc particular case more at lieiure ibmn can
bo donc ut the 8ittîin-8 of the court, cron timuoni hias to iork
out the problem ris ho best crin, by tue single nid ot his own
reasmn and judgment. lVhrt an advantage unr tho judge o!
the superior courts, who in euch casees ie asseted by learned
couneel, enlightened by the arguments and guided by the
wisdoui o! the great juriste9 of ancient and modern times, anrd
li the enrd consultation srith minds coxistantiy running in the
grooves of legril science!1

1 fear the present system, wbi-.h was intended to bring, as
it wore, justice ta overy main's door, lias a tendency ta change
tho iriw and the study of it trom being an interestimg science
to bo nothing more than zuch notions of right and wrong ns
may ho adopted by eacb separate county judgo in the Pro-
vince, and that in a few years euch naines ais Coke and Bitmck-
atono wilI ho uuknown ta the profession in Upper Cainadai,
without the limita of the city o? Toronto.

The chie? business o! the country je naw donc in the local
courts; and ais it me of great importance that theso trihunale
shomild bo brought te ris high a degreo o? useuinese ais pose1-
blc, I would venture ta suggest sanie rilterations, iwhich my
cîperience bas led me te think niight be n impravemeunt in
Our systom.

1 -would enable, a Caunty Court jndgc te presido e.t the sut-
tinge of County Courte, Quarter Sessions and Division Courts
in other counties as well ais in hie aivn. 1 sec no reasan why
ho migbt nlot do as theojudges of the Queon's J3encb, Commou
Picas and Chancery do, leaving hie notes for tho use of the
resident judgc, ta direct hini in aubsequent proceedings.
Thus praotitioners and others vwauld bave an opportunity ta
fora thoir opinions of Uic relative monits of the judges, and
the judgc huiscîtf 'x-uld bc relieved from trying cases in
vliich perhape ho may have incidentally expressed an opinion,
or have heen in sane way mined up witb the niaters in dis-
pute ; for indeed 1 bave heard o? a case of interpîcader where
anc of the parties hcld tho proporty iu dispute under an

119-ignment n% truqteo for tho julge îvho was to (lecido tho
question nti isApRI 1 3eeidcs, wo know thmi mon who arc long
riccutomrod te preside witiiaît chaugi upon tho sanmo hench,
addreseing the smo jurieg, herihg and heard by tira oame
lriwyere, in vory prono ta heconie indifferent, and tuile to
obewrvo thrit oeci-reetraint, mund tbrit cool and prnper heriring,
wimich rr so noessnry to commaind thù respect so essontiril ta
lus office. 1 think if tho jmdges woeo enribief to excchunge
dîmes with cnch other nccordimrg Ia convonience, wo) should ni
retalu a higier imterest lu our dutios, und keep botter Ilpcsted

up"as the snyimrg ie, in aur îvork. If thc system o! deciding
questions in term wns in somu 'vay alteremi, sa thfit tt rrec or
tive judgeR shouid hear and decide thc question ra.sed,
«xpenses o! appoals mighit iu sanie casce@ ho avoided; for it
does accru rather an nnomrily thrit the simne man wio raies ut
the sittinge ebouid again ini termn ho nmked ta sot hisnscif riglit.

I amn aisù o? opinion tnat sanie !ancilities o! appqarl troin Divi-
mieien Court dlcieions elmould ho iritrodiced, when the riîunt
is over £10 or £12.

Ail I have said! is inerely tire resuli or n retrospective glance
over the twcnty-two yerr whiich have thia day cxpired sice
1 wus sent inta thie, until very lately. unkmmown regin, in
wiuich I have tailed umirrterruptediy (except far r. peried of
five mentia mnrny ycars ugo).

At tic risk o! being too trouleome ta you, r svoîld sug-
gest, iu conclusion, tirat grenu advantuges miglit arise, if all
the County Court judges woe ta bo drawn togetlier.--..ay ut
Toronto--tor a day or tw , ini order ta compare notes, and sec
if any alteration or ainendniente cauld be intrGduced loto our
systein. 1 arn sure the Legisiature would glridly avrii thern-
Pelves o? thc ;zperience of so large a number of mon who
have epent their yearp in studying and trying ta work out tbo
laws as they exîi.

I amn your very obedient servant,
C. ARMuSTROaNG.

[We insert the foregaing with much pleasuro. The January
number ras in press whcu it came to band, or it vwould bave
appearcd leist month.

Wc are amonget ibose wha tbink that defects, which bave
been frani ie te trne pointed out in pages oiZ tîmis journal,
arc nat riltogether ta ho charged ta tire aystem, but are te saie
citent, te be traced to a faulty administration. One of our lead-
ing articles af kcst mnanth le apropos ta the emibjeet. Tîrere are
several grades '.I "ropeaicre," we tear, anid not a tew te wvhom.
the phrase Ilnat poeted up"I wold apply. While wc hare
cndeavored ta do the -pasting up" by opening our column8 te
correspondence, and exchange of vicws by answers ta carres-
pandeute, mand preparing articles on subjccts cf int- :,et, ivith
a measure ateuccess, yet thore bris nlot been tbrit hearty ca-
aperation froin officiaIs which wc had cvery riglit ta expect.
Evea th mouey duc for subscriptions-a largo part ut which,
Ù3i now money outot pockt-has been ia arrear for years, and
our accounts now show over six thousand dollars of arzearag-A.

Notwitbstanding these disconrugements, we have 8teaduly
persevered, and wiil continue ta do sa. Judge Armstrrmg'e
letter shows that ho rit ail avents je not insensible ta the
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