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ampltd in any of the ]British pommaions. That no precedent for
it ean be foîind in nny enaetmezat passed by the Parliament of the,
Mother Colintry sineu the tinie whon the Britigh Constitution
was flnally establislied on it.s existing bamis by the Revolution of
1689, ie at ail events a proposition whieh je beyund dispute.
There ia a teehnieai sense in wbieh it inay be said that al
infringen,. 'nts of tht rights of property are equally culpable,
irrespective of the nuniber of persons affected. From this %tand-
point the xtatutL, here under reviciv inay be regarded as be-
ing nwither more nor lees censurable than those by whieh its
author hiid previously out off the remecdùil righita of the elaimants
iii the Cobalt 'Case. 1But ini deterniining the degree of blame whieh
a ilue3fiurt' of this mort desîervets. it je not imreasonable to take into
aeeeunt the praciïtîcal consideration thagt the new statuto 8~ far
niare wvide-reaehing in its operation than the earfler ones. The
gravity off the iituiation produced by this arbitrary and high-

htîdd se off a Parliamt'ntary niajority, will be apparent whien
we cuisider that it will resuIt in fastening upon thmisands of
rate payerm in different 1oealitics more onerous obligations than
anv whirh they have ever congented to assume.

The Preiiiier's Icnow'ige off constitutional prineiples inay,
foi, aiight that- appears, bu aecurtite and exten.sive. Ilus reverence
for those principles inny bc profourid and siticere. 1-s it
it is niost assuredly a nmatter off no small difiieulty to recon-
ceUe his present course off action with the suppositiùn that
he ossveses titat linoivledge, and entertains that reverence. Ile
lias undt.rtaken to iiistify this statuhc, on the ground that he
has suffleient reasons for supposing that the municipalities con-
cerned are in favour of accepting the contraets ln their altered
forni. Can it bc that a statesinan occupying the responsible
position off Prime Minister off the Province of Ontario fala to
understand that, even iff it bo conceded that the £acte are what ho
states thoni to be-a ven., large concession xnany will think-the
plea put forward by hirm je open to the unanswexable objection
that the iwillingness off the ratepayers affect ýd to bind themaciveîî
by the oontracts as varied her neyer been declared by thoir
votes registered ln the nianner required by the general Iaws


