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hTi'y friciif^s and atlvocatcs of mJional lihcr{y, truv rcjuiMici'iisw.,

atiil ^•)u^ !;ovcmn)cnt; and if llicy InlifVciJ iIk; |»rc^l.t war to l»i;

jfst and iiCLCsraryj uo class of citizens wotild ifiurc 7»a!uiih!y ad-

vot.it'j it.

It lias hi'iti ohsorvcd, thut tliorc arc (iinc?, wlirn It is tl;c duty

of (he niinisicrs of thf j.Dspel to call the attctition of their jno-

|i!e tu public affairs, 'i l!»*rc are occasiDns, fthii-h r.'.j[uiie, and
sciiplurc, prercpts and t:ca!iiple>, which aiitliorizo it.

Ciirist fays, '' Search tho scriptures." John 6. 30. ^* All

j-criptiire is given by iuspiiation of God, and is jroflitable for

doctrine, for reproof, fur correction, for icstrucfiod in rij^'ht-

coiisiiess," &c. 2 Tim. 3. 16. '^ Study to shew thy stU" approved

unto God, a workman that ncodeth not to be ashamed, rightly

dividing the word of truth." 2 Tim. 2. 15.

In the scriptures it is said, when (he rI.;h(eous arc in au-

thority the people rrjoice : but %vhcn the wicked beureth rule the

peoi)lc uiourn." Prov. 29. 2. The Scriptures speali of ** niea

that had nndtistanding of the tines, to know what Israel ousht
to do." 1 Ch. 12. 32. They also speak of such as cause (he,

|)cup!e to err. ** As for n)y people, childrtvj arc ihcir oppres-

sors, and women rule over tlicm, O my people, the} which lead

thee caus(! tlice to err, and destroy tlie way of thy paliss." Isaiali

3. 12. Shall not ministers (Kcasiouully address their people con-'

rcrning such dillerent cfiaracters as arc described in scripture?

iS'ehemiah, on account of the general cry of the po(»plc, rtbnk.Ml

the rulers themselves, when they oppressed the peo[jlt. '* Tlien

I oonsulted with myself, and I rebuked the uoblcs, and (he rulers,

and said unto them, yo exact usury, every one of his brother.

And I set a great assembly against thcni." Neh. 5. 7. In the 33d
ch. of FiZekiel the duty of a watchman in a time of j)uhlic calami-

ty is pointed out. ** If when he seeth the sword come upon thu

land, he blow tnc trumpet, and warn the people ; Then whoso-
ever heareth the sound of the trumpet, and taketh not warning ;

if the sword come and take him away, liis blood shall be upon his

own head, lie heard the sound of the trumpet and took not
warning, his blood shall be upon him : but he that taketh warn-
ing shall deliver his soul. But if the watchman see the s^urd come,
and blow not the trumpet, and the people be not warned ; if thu

sword corne and take any person from among them, he is talicii

away in his iniquity ; but his blood will I require at the watch-
man's hand. So thou, O son of man, I have set thee a watchman
unto the house of Israel," &c.

Much of Jeremiah's preaching related to ihc political as well,

as spiritual state of the Je«s, and tho rations around them. He
was often called to address thoi-e, who ditlered from him in op.iniou.

His commission was, *' Thou therefore gird up thy loins, and
arise^ aud speak, unto them all that I command thee : be not dis-
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