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liiis question to be admitted, it would not do uway all the diflicultlcs

which embarrass tlio subject. For who was capable, in that dark peri-

od, of producing such a work ? Tliis pretended revelation, independ-
ently of its plagiarisms from our Scriptures, contains passages as much
superior to any remains^ whether Jewish or Christian, of the literature

of the seventh century, as tlioy ; utterly inferior to the contents of
that sacred volume which tljc Kc i)laspljcmously .issume^ to resemble
and supplant. Tlie wKole subject, (hcrofore, of the origin of this re-

markable book, with the history ofits composition, as well as the ques-

tion how far Mohammed was acquainted with the Christian vScripturcs,

must doubtless remain an unsolved problem to tin) end of time.

Of the literary merits of the Koran, *a fair estimate is not easily to be
formed from a translation. By those who arc acquainted with the ori-

ginal, it is universally acknowledged to possess distinguished excellen-

cies, which cannot be transfused into any other languages. It is coD-
fessedly the standard of the Arabic tong«c; is written,for the most part,

in a pure and elegant style, abounding with bold figures after oriental

manner ; aiming at a conciseness which often renders it obscure.

—

Thongh written in prose, the sentences usually conclude in a long con-

tinued rhyme, for the sako ofwhich, the sense is often interrupted, and
unnecessary repetitions introduced. This feature of the composition,

though a disadvantage and a deformity to a translation, is one ofits

superlative charms in the estimate of the native Arabs, whose ear is

singularly susceptible to the harmony of the rhythmical 'cadences with

which the periods conclude.

When we pass from the mere sound and diction which mark " the

pcispicQous book," it is indubitable that its finest passages are devoid

of the merit of originality. Sir William Jones remarks; " The Koran
indeed shines with a borrowed light, since most ofits beauties are taken

from our Scriptures ; but it has great beauties, and the Mussulmans
will not be convinced that they are borrowed." In describing the ma-
jesty and the attributes of God, and the variety and grandeur of the

creation, it often rises to an expressive elevation ; but in almost every

[ instance of this kind^ it is evident that some passage of inspiration of
corresponding import was in the eye of the writer, and the copy is in-

ferior to the original. Yet the resv.lt of a candid examination of this

pseudo-bible of Mooammedans, oven in our English version, would

probably be a more favourable impression of the book on the score of
its composition, and a conviction that amid the multitude and heinous-

nessof its defects, scarcely common justice had been done by Christian

writers either to the character of its "beauties, or the extent in which
they obtain. Taken however as a whole, so far fVom supporting its

arrogant claims to a super-human origin and eloquence, it sinks below
the level of many confessedly htiman productions, to be found in differ-

ent languages and regions of the earth " With occasional passagcB of

real beauty and power, ijt is, on the whole, a strange medley, in which
the sublime is so nearly allied to the bombastic, the pathetic to the ludi-

crous, the terrible to the absurd, that each chapter, each page, almost.


