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I^ the preceding pages I had occasion to observe,

tl^at the pleasures which the improvements of civilis-

ation produced in my mind, were not unmixed with

pain at seeing the miseries which its purest com-

munity affords, and which, upon a superficial view

of it, seem to be the natural result of such a state

of society. I am not of that opinion. Those coun-

tries in which the arts and sciences have been most

successfully cultivated, and where civilised man has

received his highest polish, have all* so far as my
acqupmti^ice extends, been enioyed at the expense

of soiiti; other nation. Those who took possession

would naturally be haunted by fear of invasion ; and

the employment of a portion of those people, instead

of adding to the general stock ofwealth and improve-

ment in their country, has not only proyed a heavy

tax, but an evil example to the community. The
plan of i3ettlin|^ any country by conquest is attende4

with n^any other evils ^oo tedious to name. It ci^vst^s

^ feud^ system in the (tistribulion of reiyar^s; whil$

som^ ar9 m^de the wealthy lo;rds of whole territories,

ot^rs are 1^ d^s^tute. The i;esult^g coiise^uencei;


