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FRENCH POLICY. 99
Tiifi French perceiving, by our Preparations, that we were
really in Earneft, ordered their Ambailador in England, to

demand the Reafon of the vaft Armam^ts we were ma-
king, and for what Purpofe they were intended ? He was
anfwered, that we might with equal Juftice require an
Eclaircifiement of their Condudt for fome Time paft. The
Ambaffador reprefented, that our Proceedings tended to

break \hz good Underftanding that fo happily fubfifted be*

tween the two Courts, and would certainly prevent the

good Effects of the Conferences at Paris for adjufting their

Differences. The K— anfwered^ with a true Britijh

Spirit, That they hadamusdus long enough^ and that he would

he trijied with no longer. The Ambaffador, in another

Conference, declared, that our fending any Ships of Force
into America, the King his Mafter would look upon as a
Breach of the Peace. He was anfwered from the fame
Mouth, ^0 he might if he pleafed. .Thus did the French put

in Practice all their Arts, either to cajole us by fair and
delufive Speeches into a ftupid Supincnel's and Inaifiivity, or

by their haughty and menacing Language to deter us froni

exerting ourfelves in Defence of our American Settlements ;

and the Ambafl.'idor had the Mortification to be an Eye-
witnefs to the noble Spirit that animated our Councils, and
the Refolution of the Parlia nent to fupport his Majefty in

maintaining the juft Rights of his Crown and Kingdom a-

gainft all Invaders. For,

March 3:5, his Majefty was pleafcd to fend a Mef-
fage to both Houfes of Parliament, importing. That his

IViajefty finding it requifite, from the prefent Situation of
Affairs, to augment his Forces by Sea and Land, and to '

take fuch othej" Meafures as may beft tend to prefcrve the

general Peace of Europe, and to fecure the juft Rights and

Poffcflions of his Crown in America, as well as to repel any

Attempts whatever, which may be formed againft his Ma««

jefty and his Kingdoms, doubts not but that his faithful

Parliament will enable him to make fuch Augmentations as

the Emergency of Affairs in this critical Conjundlurc may
require.

Upon this Meffage both Houfes prefented very loyal Ad-
dreffes, expreflins their utmoft Zeal and Afte<^tion to his

JVlajefty's Royal Perlon, Family and Government, affuting

his Majefty of their effc6tual Support and declarmg their

Kefolution to repel tM^xy Attempt that may be made to de«>
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