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dore's lingnist to prison, ohamed, supposing that the

whole had been owing to the linguist's negligence. Thii
plausible tale gave &e Commodore great concern, and
made him apprehend that there was some treachery de-

signed him, \Auch he could not yet &thom. And though
it afterwards appeared that the whole was a fiction, not

one article of it havinff the least foundation, yet, for reasons

best known to themselves, this falsehood was so well sup-

ported by the artifices of tiie Chinese merchants at Canton,

that, three days afterwards, the Commodore received a
letter signed by all the supercargoes of the English ships

then at that place, expressing their great uneasiness about
what had happened, and intimating their fears that some
insult would be offered to his boat if he came thither be-

fore thd Viceroy was fully satisfied of the mistake. To
this letter Mr. Anson replied, that he did not believe

there had been a mistake, but' was persuaded it was 4
forgery of the Chinese to prevent his visiting the Viceroy

;

that, therefore, he would certainly come up to Canton on
the 18th of October, confident that the Chinese would not

dare to offer him any insult, as well knowing he should

want neither power nor inclination to make them a proper
return.

On the 18th of October, the Commodore continuing firm

to his resolution, all the supercargoes of the English,

Danish, and Swedish ships came on board the Centurion,

to accompany him to Canton, for which place he set out

in his barge the same day, attended by his own boats and
by those of the trading ships, which on this occasion sent

their boats to augment his retinue. As he passed by
Wampo, where the European vessels lay, he was saluted

by all of them but the French, and in the evening he
arrived safely at Canton. His reception in that city, and
the most material transactions from henceforward, till the

expedition was brought to a period by the return of the

C^turion to Great Britain, shall be the subject oC ti^e

ensuing chapter.
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