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vhich fometimes bordered on Abfurdity. Accuttomed

to eaeem Nothing fo valuable as their Money, and in-

tirely unconnefted with the Court, They imagined that

thtj moft faithful Execution of their Duty to their Con-

ftituents was to reduce the Demands of the Crown, and

to grant as f&w Supplies as poflible. By the Crown the

Parliament had never been confidered but as the Means

of Supply. Elizabeth put in her Claim to the favour-

able Opinion of her People, on the Ground of having

feldom convened a Parliament («), from whom a Redr«fs

of Grievances was not expeaed, alid who were imagin-

ed to meet only for the Purpofe of laying Taxes.

Previous to the Acccffion of EUxjAeth, the voluntary

Loans were raifed by the EngUJb Sovereigns from Ant-

werp i
and their Credit was at ft> fow an Ebb, that e«-

dufivc of the Obligation to allow an Intereft of ten, and

even X^thtpM^Cent. thpy were under the conftant

NeceflTity of engaging the Citizens of London; to join in

the Security. That iUuftrious Patiron of Induftry, and

Trade, Sir Thamai Grtjham, prevailed On the Cofhpany

of Merchant-Adventurers to kndaSunrof Money to

Mz-abcib. The pijn^-ual Payment of it proved the

j^lcans of eOabKihing fier Credit within the City, and

iShc, thenpeforward, ^as rele^fetj froro^he Neceffity qf

ton owing Abroad (jt), !! dii ' i-f _
We muft next take Notice ©f.tbe Coinage : By an

'indenture of the fecond Year of thje Reign of ElizabetA,

'a round Weight of Gold of the old Standard, of tWta-

4y-threc Carats, three Grains, and a half, fine, was coin-

ed into tiiirty-fix Pounds, by Tale ; namely, into twen-

ty-tour Sovereigns, at thirty Shillings a Piece, or fbrty-

tight Rials, at fifteen Shillings, or feventy-two Ahgels,

atten Shillings a I'iece, or one hundred, and forty-foqr

Halfr

(i) Strype, V. 4. p. ri±.

{k) Stowe's Survey of London. Book l.p. 20O,-


