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even to us. Extremes meet, and Autocracy and

Democracy often touch hands, at least in their

vices.

The means of knowing the Canada of the past

are ample. The pen was always busy in this

outpost of the old monarchy. The king and the

minister demanded to know everything ; and

officials of high and low degree, soldiers and

civilians, friends and foes, poured letters, de-

spatches, and memorials, on both sides of every

question, into the lap of government. These

masses of paper have in the main survived the

perils of revolutions and the incendiary torch of

the Commune. Add to them the voluminous

records of the Superior Council of Quebec, and

numerous other documents preserved in the civil

and ecclesiastical depositories of Canada.

The governments of New York and of Canada

have caused a large part of the papers in the

French archives relating to their early history to

be copied and brought to America, and valuable

contributions of material from the same quarter

have been made by the State of Massachusetts

and by private Canadian investigators. Never-

theless, a great deal has still remained in France

uncopied and unexplored. In ohe course of sev-

eral visits to that country, I have availed myself


