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d'uv^

up of tlip old (Hsponsation and the dostruction of Jerusalem.

And undoubtedly tiiat was an end ; an end to old-woild ideas

and opinions
; an end so wide-sweepiiuj and thorough in its

eflects upon the world tiiat then was, that it niij,dit not l)e in-

aptly called the end of all things. And possibly Peter does

refer to that event here. I would not like to say he does not.

We know that the Lord continually assciated together the

two events, the destruction of Jerusalem and the end of the

world. When He spoke of the one event He usually spoke of

the other, and sometimes it is not easy to say what Ijelongs to

the one event and what belongs to the other. And IVter

heard those thrilling discourses of the Lord, as they came

warm from liis lieart, emphasized with tears, and punctuated

with sighs, and they must have made a deep imj)ression on his

mind. Hence, it is not impossible to suj)pose that he does

refer to the destruction of Jerusalem here, wliich was only a

few years off at the time the words were written.

And then there are some others who get round the diHiculty

here in this way. They suggest that .'is far as the Ajjostle

was concerned, and as far as yuu and I are concerned, tlie end

of all things is at hand. But to my mind that is only a smart

and easy way of avoiding a confessedly perplexing (juestion.

.Such a sugg(,'stion is no satisfactory solution of tin; dilliculty.

For my part, I feel that there is nothing for us but to accept

the idea .»f the end here. I cannot think that the Apostle

refers to the destruction of Jerusalem in what he says. At

all events, that idea does not explain all. It may bt; an eh;-

ment in it ; it may even bulk largely before the mind of one

who was the apostle of the Jews, and whose sym{)athies ami

prejudices were intensely Jewish. IJut the end here is not

the end of Judaism only. It is the end of all things ;—the

end of all the is>ms as well as Judaism;— the end of the politico,

philosophies, religions, businesses, and follies, that have ligur-

ed so largely in the history of the world ;—in a word, the final

wiuding up of all mundane aflaira. There was a time far back


