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main doubtful. Probability is on the side of his having 
been with the Royalists. His father was of “ the national 
religion.” He himself had as yet no special convictions 
of his own. John Gifford, the Baptist minister at Bed­
ford, had been a Royalist. The only incident which Bun- 
yan speaks of connected with his military experience 
points in the same direction. “When I was a soldier,” 
he says, “ I was with others drawn out to go to such a 
place to besiege it. But when I was just ready to go, one 
of the company desired to go in my room. Coming to 
the siege as he stood sentinel he was shot in the heart 
with a musket bullet and died.” Tradition agrees that 
the place to which these words refer was Leicester. Leices­
ter was stormed by the King’s troops a few days before 
the battle of Naseby. It was recovered afterwards by the 
Parliamentarians, but on the second occasion there was no 
fighting, as it capitulated without a shot being fired. Mr. 
Carlyle supposes that Bunyan was not with the attacking 
party, but was in the town as one of the garrison, and was 
taken prisoner there. But this cannot be, for he says ex­
pressly that he was one of the besiegers. Legend gathers 
freely about eminent men, about men especially who are 
eminent in religion, whether they are Catholic or Protes­
tant. Lord Macaulay is not only positive that the hero of 
the English Dissenters fought on the side of the Common­
wealth, but he says, without a word of caution on the im­
perfection of the evidence, “ His Greatheart, his Captain 
Boanerges, and his Captain Credence, are evidently por­
traits of which the originals were among those martial 
saints who fought and expounded in Fairfax’s army.”1

If the martial saints had impressed Bunyan so deeply,

1 Life of Bunyan: Collected Works, vol. vii. p. 299.


