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Gentlemen,—The momentous questions now engaging public

attention having, in the opinion of the Ministry, reached that

stage when it is desirable that an opportunity nhould be given to

the people of expressing at the polls their views thereon, the

Governor-General has been advised to terminate the existence of

the present House of Commons and to issue writs summoning a

new Parliament. This advice His Excellency has seen fit to

approve, and you, therefore, will be called upon within a short

time to elect membeiN to represent you in the great council of the

nation. I shall be a candidate for the representutioh of my old

constituency, the city of Kingston.

In soliciting at your handt^i a renewal of the confidence which

I have enjoyed as a Minister of the Crown for thirty years, it is,

I think, convenient that I should take advantage of the occasion

to define the attitude of the Government—in which I am First

Minister—towards the leading political issues of the day. As in


