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ought to be, because It begins witb what is
a mistake. It says : 1 I case efficient means
are devised for carrylng any such limes or
wires underground.' We know that they
have been devised, and I would suggest that
paregraph (g) Temain In the Bil, but in this
forma:

No Act of parliament requlring the company
to adopt efficient nieafls for carrylng such wires
underground, and abrogating the rlght gîven
by this section to carry Unes on poles shail be
deemed an infringemient of the privîleges grant-
ed by this Act.

Hon. Mr. FERGUSON-I cannot agree
wlth the hon. Speaker about that. 1 thlnk
If you retain this clause it will nullify the
closlng part of the amead-ment, that ls,
that the board shail have power te say upon
'what terms It shall be done, because we are
declarlng that the company wll have to put
tbem underground and bave ne compensa-
tion for lt, but under the amendaient, whlch
la more equitable, the board wlll have the
power to say upon -wbat terms and condi-
tions.

Hon. Mr. BEIQUE-The Speaker knows
better than myseif that parliament la known
to be supreme and its actions do net give
rise to any compensation. The moment
pariament prescribes that sueb a tblng
shall be done, unless the parlia ment of Can-
ada says It shall be done at the expense ef
other parties, then the parties directed to do
It have to do it at their own expense.
Therefore. It Is a clause which is alto-
gether unnecessary, and we have It In
the Revised Statutes that the repeallng
of a statute ls wlthin the exercise of the
rlghts of parliament and that it gives rise
to no indemnlty whatever.

Hon.M-%r.POWErt-The hon, gentleman w-as
flot present in parlianient when tbis particu-
lar clause w-as inserted ln the railway law
and the object ef doing so w-as explainel.
I quite admit It ls net absolutely necessary,
because pariament bas power to enact ai-
maost anythlng wlthout notice. The abject
of putting this paragraph into the Iaw w-as
to give notice to companles that they were
to look forward to the probabillty that some
such Act of parlisment mîght be passed,
and that they should not have amy reason
to feel aggrleved If an Act of parliament
was passed compelling them to put their
w-Ires underground. It iras siniply intend-
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ed as a notice to the company tbat: tbey
should be prepared for that contingency.
I tbînk it la rlght it sbould be there. What
harm does It do ?

Hon. Mr. DRUMMOND-I think a com-
pany should hesitate a long time before they
agree to put wlres in any village or munici-
palty on, pales, If they may be
oblîged, on the application of the munici-
pality, by the board wblch bas nothing to do
with ftnding the money, to put the w-ires
underground, multlplying the cost of the
original plan. There sbould be somne pro-
vision by which the company whlch put up
the telephone service In that village should
have the right to withdraw If they dld flot
think: the business worth putting the wlres
underground.

Hon. Mr. BEIQUE-Tbe hon, gentleman
seema to be labouring under the impression
that telephone companies are affected by
this. They are not affected.

HEon. Mr. DRUMMOND-I know lt; I ame
speaklng of rallway companles.

Hon. Mr-. BEIQUE-The hon, gentleman
will not deny that this la equitable for ail
parties concerned. It ls open to the rail-
way companles, when they put up pales and
wlres -for tbe purpose of their business in
streets of cities, to do It with the sanction of
the mlunlcipalty. Tbey gbould do it wlth.
the sanction of the munillpalty and there-
fore agree upon a term wlthin whlch tbey
shahl not be removed, or that If they should
he cr'mpelled to move the pales, it shali be
done at the expense of the munlcipallty.

Hon. Mr. DRUM'MOND-That covers the
whole ground If that ls the case.

Hon. Mr. BEIQUE-That ls the first thing
that a rallway company should do In ap-
proacbing the municipality. We provide
for cases of this kind, that when the com-
panies cannot get the consent of the inunici-
pality te their placlng pales and w-ires ini
streets of cities, then the board may grant
that power. Therefore, we open the door
te this condition of thinga, that the railway
company places pales and w-ires in the city
of Montreal or In the city of Toronto, or
baif a dozen railway cempanles do the same
thing, and in ten years heace the city of
Toronto or the city of Montreal may pass
a by-law requirimg that aIl w-ires be placed


