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YOUNG OFFENDERS ACT

Mr. Paul E. Forseth (New Westminster-Burnaby): Mr.
Speaker, my question is for the Minister of Justice.

The operation of the juvenile justice system's results as scen
by average Canadians seems overly protective of young offcnd-
ers. The Young Offenders Act lias extensive miles of non-disclo-
sure, secrecy and the destruction of records.

Will the minister explain to Canadians why there is a need for
this inequity between the juvenile system and the aduit system,
for surely justice must be seen to be done as well as donc?

Hon. Allan Rock (Minister of Justice and Attorney Gener-
ai of Canada): Mr. Speaker, the hion. member will know that the
juvenile justice system in Canada was developed through many
years and was provided for in a statute in 1984 which had the
support of ail parties in this House when the Young Offenders
Act was enacted.

The underlying principle is that the distinctions to which the
hion. member has referred are appropriate when we are dealing
with youth whoý have their lives in front of them, who are
particularly appropriate for rehabilitation efforts.

At thc same time, as we undertook to do last year when wc
canipaigned for office, we have now introduccd in Bill C-37
proposais for specific amendments to strengthen that statute, to
deal with 16 and 17 year olds who commit thc crimes of most
serious violence in a particular way that will prcsumne thcy are to
be tried in aduit court, to share the information with achool
boards, principals of schools and members of Uic community
when there are young offenders who are accused or suspected of
crimes that miglit endanger Uic public saféty, and malce a variety
of oUicr changes including increasing the maximum sentence
for murder.

The provisions to which the hon. me mber refers arc
to ensure that when young people make a mistak<
character, ycs they are punished and yes they have]
lesson, but they are flot through the publication of their
the media stigmatizcd for life, prevented from comple
education or from gaining employment. Surely that
public intcrest in this country.
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[Translation]

LOCAL TRAINING BOARDS

Mr. Jean-Robert Gauthier (Ottawa-Vanier):
er, my question is for Uic Minister of Human Resou
opinent.

The federal govemment is about to announce Uic
local training boards in Ontario. Will the minister
Housc that Uie membcrship of these local boards wil
spirit of Bill 8 ini Ontario regarding Uic provision of
Frenchi, and will lie ensure a fair and proportional rep
of Ontario francophones on these boards?

Hon. Lloyd Axworthy (Minister of Human
Development and Minister of Western Economic
cation): Mr. Speaker, first 1 want to thank theclion. r
Ottawa-Vanicr for lis question and also congratuli
lis many years of efforts to protect thc rights of fra
everywhere in Canada.

Indeed, wc arc currcntly discussing Uic establishrl<
training boards with Uic Ontario government, and m'
other provincial goverruments.

These boards will include representatives from th
sector, unions, social groups and educational institutV
tell you Uiat 1 will mace sure Uiat Uicre is a fair and pr
representation of francophones on Uiese boards in C

MASS LAYOFFS

,e of Uic

me borel imployment Ce
an additional $2.2 millio
these mass layoffs.
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