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iten their beits. It is flot the Senate, in its wisdom, which
Lerstood it had gone too far, it is public opinion alerted by the
lia. The House of Commons told Uic Senate ta show more
dom. Ail this goes ta prove Uiat aur democracy is well
tected, even without a Senate which cos $54 million a year.

4r. Benoît Sauvageau (Terrebonne): Mr. Speaker, I Uiink it
bsolutely essential that this House question thc relevance of
Senate. This Upper House made up of memnbers who are

ninated and flot elected-it bears repeating-goes against
-democratic system in which we take s0 much pride. In fact,
against any form of democracy ta give important decision-

king powers ta a nominated House. That is why 1 risc today
inst Uiis fossilized institution that costs taxpayers millions
iollars.

want ta remind my colleagues opposite and Uic House that,
January 28, 1957-a long time ago-a member, 1 Uiink he

a Liberal, suggested Uic following--and I quote in vicw of
colleagues' lack of memory: -We will call a meeting

Ween Uic federal and provincial govcrnments and, taking
ir recommendations as a starting point, we will make Uic
iate into an efficient instrument for Parliamentary gaver-
[ce". Liberals are probably stili studying Uic issue, which is
bably still a priority for them, 37 years later.

,ded out ta acknowledge services ta Uic
an undeniable fact. The Senate legiti-

oling out political rewards. This is an
systeni which purports ta be dernocrat-
>cess is Uic reason for Uic passive raie
:e. It aisa explains why a party newly in

SUPPly

power like the Liberals is in such a hurry to gain a majority in the
Senate.

One patently obvious example of the kind of partisanship
which prevents the Senate from making objective decisions is
the speed with which Senator Jacques Hébert, without mention-
ing any names, opposed unemployment insurance reform during
the Conservative reign. Sa concerned was hie for the unem-
ployed that he had gone on a hunger strike four years earlier to
show his support for young people and the jobless. Well, Senator
Hébert does flot seem ta be quite as perturbed this time around
by the Liberal reform which reduces unemployment insurance
benefits. At least hie has flot shown any signs yet of being
perturbed. Surely his lack of passion has nothing ta do with
partisanship. Or doca it?
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Getting back ta thc raie of senators, each one is appointed ta
represent a region of Canada. One of the objectives in crcating
Uhe Senate was ta ensure regional representation. However, we
would be deluding ourselves if we believed that today's Senate
provided real regional representation. Speaking about regional
representation, how cari we forget thc passion with whicb
Senator Gigantes who represents thc senatorial division of
Deloriniier ini Quebec cautioned Quebecers-

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Kilger): 1 wiIl take Uic Urne to
check but, as far as I know, thc members of this Hanse should
flot refer ta other members or to senators by their naines but by
Uic naines of their ridings. 1 will check but I would stili ask thc
hon. mnember ta keep this in mind in his commenta as much as
possible. I will corne back ta Uiis if nccessary.

The hon. member for Terrebonne.

Mr. Sauvageau: Thank you, Mr. Speakcr, for this clarifica-
tion. I checlced and I Uiought we could use naines but I will
refrain froin doing s0.

The senator 1 juat mentioned, who represents Delorimier, in
Quebec, warned Quebecers against Uic possible failure of Uic
Charlottetown Accord. Hie even predicted much a failure would
lead ta a crisis similar ta what happencd ini Bosnia-Herzegovi-
na. Do you sec tanks in Qucbec, senator? Who did Uic Delorinii-
er people vote for in thc last clection, senator? We wondcr who
you ropresent today, senator.

TIhis senator recently did it again, predicting a civil war-
what a wise man he is-in Quebcc if thit province cver bcconies
independent. This senator represents Quebec. Is this wise sena-
tor acting like a good regional representative when lie accuses
Bloc members democratically electcd by thc Quebec people of
being traitors. I doubt that this senator really represents his
region. As I said carlier, Uic fact that hie represents Deloriniier,
which was nîmced aftcr a Qucbcc patriot, is onc of the systcrn's
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