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The Deputy Speaker: Having heard the story that the mem-
ber just recounted, I wonder if he was carried away in the heat of
the moment and if he would not agree to withdraw that word as
being one that does not help the atmosphere of the House.

Mr. Bellemare: I am sorry, Mr. Speaker, I did not have my
hearing aid on.

[Translation]

The Deputy Speaker: I repeat what I said. I appreciate the
story just related by the hon. member, but I wonder if he is
prepared to withdraw the word *‘bigot™?

Mr. Bellemare: Mr. Speaker, I did not accuse Reform Party
members of being bigots.

[English]

It was a thought and perhaps my tongue projected my feeling.
I truly feel that because of the manner in which they act. One
always judges someone according to his acts. I really feel that.

Because it is unparliamentary I will withdraw this French
word ‘‘bigot” because they find it extremely offensive. I am not
sure if it is because it is a French word or the definition or that
they are uncomfortable with the definition.

The Deputy Speaker: I would like to thank the hon. member
for withdrawing that word.

Mr. Hugh Hanrahan (Edmonton—Strathcona): Mr. Speak-
er, I would like to begin by expressing my anger in regard to the
term ethnic cleansing in terms of linguistic ethnic cleansing
used by the hon. member.

I have been accused because I am a Reformer of supporting
such atrociousness. We do not support that. I would like to go on
the record as being an Albertan who has a daughter in grade
eight. She has been in French immersion since day one of her
education. We are proud as a family that this is an opportunity
that she has as a Canadian.

I would also point out that it costs the taxpayer of Alberta an
extra $450 per student to be educated in French. I believe that
extra amount should be paid by the individual who is receiving
the benefit, the student involved or the parents.

I would like to ask the hon. member for his comments on that
situation.

Mr. Bellemare: Mr. Speaker, the member from the Reform
Party takes great objection to my comment about ethnic cleans-
ing. I remind him that the member for St. Albert, a Reform Party
member, is the one who brought up that topic a while ago when
he said that the problems around this world are ethnic in origin.
He made references to activities across the ocean that are
occurring right now.

Supply

If the problems are of ethnic origin, if he and his party want to
create a Quebec francais and an English Canada, is that not the
member’s definition of ethnic cleansing? If it is not, what
exactly is it?

As far as paying to go to school, is the member suggesting that
only those who can afford an education have a right to that
education?
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They give us an example that there is a school closing here
and there and a hospital closing somewhere. It is certainly not
Klein’s fault. Whose fault is it? Is it the fault of minority
language?

Are the school closings in Alberta and B.C. caused by the
province of Quebec, caused by Saskatchewan, caused by every-
one but them? No, it is always a question of over spending.

What they would like to do to this country is take the key and
lock it and every time they come up with whatever topic, helping
the poor, assisting the minority groups, respecting official
languages, respecting their country, all they want to do is shut
down this country, shut down the government and go back home.
That is all they want to do.

The Deputy Speaker: I would be very grateful if we could
avoid using terms such as were used by both speakers just now.
As you know, a word to be unparliamentary has to be disruptive.
The word used by the hon. member did not seem to be disruptive
with the Reform Party members but I would ask members,
particularly given what is going on in the rest of the world, if we
might try to avoid words which are so loaded with emotion and
strong feelings that they do nothing to create good will and what
I think Canadians would want us to do in this House.

Mr. Chuck Strahl (Fraser Valley East): I would just like to
ask a question of the member. I guess we do not all realize that
we are all trying to arrive at a better solution for Canada. I guess
that is not accepted and I do not know what I can do to put the
concerns of the hon. member to rest on some of these things.

Just as an example of a policy gone too far, I have an
electrician in my riding who tried to get a copy from Employ-
ment Canada of the major contractors and locations of the major
projects in British Columbia. This document is available and
was submitted to the employment office in British Columbia. It
is a catalogue, something like a Simpsons—Sears catalogue, and
it is a significant document with hundreds and hundreds of
locations, jobs and so on.

When he found out about this he went to the employment
office and asked if he could have a copy of that so he could get on
with his job search. He has been out of work for several months.
He was told, although the document was brandished across the
desk, that until it was translated into both official languages he



