
COMMONS
('o iploynjecnt Continuance Act

Speaker do now beave the chair for the bouse
to reçolve itself inte committee of the whcle
on the f oiiowing prcposed resolution:

llesoived, that it is expedlient to, introduce
a bill to amend chapter 58 of the statetes of
Canada. 19.31, striking eut the word"Mri
in section 8, and substitoting the word "May"
therefor.

Mr. THOMAS MoMILLAN (South
Huron) :Mr. Speaker, in view of the faet
that I arn a iayman the bouse wili he sur-
prised at mx' venturing into the reaim cf
legalities. I wonder at the attitude adopted by
the Primie Minister (Mr. Bennett). I always
loekoed ulpon him as being a wizard among the
grcat lights of the legai worid. Hewever, since
taking my seat in this bouse I have cf ten
thoughit we have had to listen to more trash
in tho xvax cf legal technicalities than I have
lioard duringl ail my proviens life. The rose-
lui ion rc ads:

liesolvod. that it is expedient te introduce
a b)ill te aieend obapilter 58 of the stacutes of
Canada. 19:31. strikipg ont tue word "March"
iii section S. aind aîîbstitîiting the word "Mav"
tii ret or.

Section S of Mie att rcads:
Th is act cital expire ou tie lat day of Mardii,

193'2.

The firds; point I wisb te make is, I
arn net dcaling xith legai tcchnicalities, but
,soj ouroiog 1n the fild of comnmon sonso. Here
su ai di.-ii.i-i on Mardi 15, the question cf
anîending tiis act. One grain cf common

Stî s henci tell us that this act is just as
tba aiunîd defunet as is Mother Shipton, wirh
whii n riglit bon. friond is sc picased te
convercse. anti who, I amn sire, must have ex-
îîirct one hiumdrcd years ago. Wby shculd xve
d!i(eus.s 1n ai t of this kind? la it net reason-
aif i to itc{ucst the Prioto Mlinistcr (Mr. Bon-
liot tif le wildraw this legisiation in order that
w, nai*v li-ýcuss somiething into which we can
i1i-fil lifeý? Thc.' reszein i ipon whicb this
et t wa- b-îsed reads:

'l'uat it i., exî,ediuit ho bring in aiinoasure
to ronfer certain pow ors 1190 the gevereior in
O intel inj respect te iineeniloyntent and tarin
relief: anti for the miaintenance of peace, orcler
andi gîtîl gox-ereeîcit in ail parts of Canada;
andti o authiorîzo the govereor in counil te
expeitî for the saifi purpýoses out of the con-

s revlt, etniie find sîîch seris as miav frei
titîe te, tinte ho necossary.

What N tii' mneaning of that rceiuticn eipon
wbieh the act xxas bascil? Dees it net mean
thaf t fli goe cnn askcti for, authority te 1)0
aiiowcîi te ride routohelicîl over the censtitii-
tienai rights of par1iimcnr and f0 do anything
whieh the iost abandooed citizen cf t:his
ceîîntr- ei'glt feel ineiined te do? I do net
-iv tiat the go; ernint xviii de that, but

the powter is there. I wiii discuss this phase
of the matter later on, but I ask the bouse
to cealla" that this is March 15, flfteen days
after the ait expired. I ask the right hon.
gentleman te bear in mmnd the warning given
by Julius Caesar-Boware the ides cf Marcb.

This legisiation is but the log-icai sequence
of thc record cf this government since it
ebtainod office on Angnst 8, 1930. During the
elclion campaign the Prime Minister prcmised
that ho weid end nnemployment by federal
nîcans. Ho reforred te the members of the
King cabinet as "this groop cf morcenarios
holding office by sbam and subterfuge. Look
uon tbom as troacherens te yon; self-cen-
fossed, deserving cf your passionate condom-
nation;" huri tbem ýfrcm place and pewer and
select the groaf I Arn whc wiii iead yeu inte
the promisod land and (le that xxhich ougbc
te ho done fcr the weifare cf this ccuntr'y.
That xvas the promise ho made dnring the
eloctions. That promise w-as implcmonted
xvhon ini Septonîber, 1930, ho calledi the special
;session of parliamont prcsnmably fer tho pur-
pose ef cnding uenpie-ment by foderai
means. In about as littie timne as it takes te
tell,.lho scrappcd the xvbcie theery cf ending
unnploynient by ýfoderai means, seîîght a voe
of 820.000.000 for the perpoeo and saddied over
threce-qîîartcrs of tîte ccst npon the prev-
incs ant i unicipîlities cf chis dominion.
Wiîat cisec liii hcoi? His tirat exprossiont ce
cthe fleer of parliainnt a.s Prime Ministor cf
Canada xvas "that in se far as l)os.sible the
requirenionts cf the teln nmilliens of Canadian
people mnust ho predned at honte," tbcreby
sboxxing at once chat hc anti Pis gox-ernent
did no[ xxisli teon enrage the importation cf
aoy lineocf goeds wbich cenid ho preducod
in this country-, thos drying np the strcam cf
tr:îdc and par.tiyzing or grcatest indnstry,
th:tt cf ag-rienîture.

flis ocat ïet in omplifleýatien cf this curse
e-s te jaeck up the Canadian tariff against the
iniportation of British geeds almost te the
prohibitive point, practieally wiping ont the
Bitisb pic fcrenee befero ho and bis ciloagnes
ex-ccr w-cnt te the Impo(riai cenforonce, tbereby
cjccting British geeds at tPe tee cf the beet
fron ('anadian mvarkets xxbich tboy had on-
joecd fer a lifotimo.

Jus tlîiîd act xvas te 'pass seme cf the most
noiircàasonablo customs and f ariff legisiatien
ecii formAd threngb the parliament of any
counn, and ho did this under the threat that
onfil ail this legisiation tc xvbich I bave ce-
forcd. was passed, ho wcnild refuse te beave
Ott-awa te go to the Imperial conference. It
is sceil knewn that evory member cf the bouse
xvishoed the Prime Minister te ýperfcrm bis


