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Mr. STEVENS: My hon. friend asked me
to take notice of it ani make an explanation,
which I did at the earlicst possible oppor-
tunity out of courtesy te him.

Mr. NEILL: Asking hinm te take notice is
hardly a question. Jzowever, that is of littie
importance. Now, te my mind-and I sup-
pose 1 arn stupid-the explanation inade the
situation rather wo-rse. It was threefold. First,
it wvas explained-acd I presume it is te a
certain extent correct-that oe record was
taken front exports frorn Canada and the other
fromn imports inte Great Britain, but not,
mark you, from the Britishi but from. the
Canadian records.

Mr. STEVENS: My lion. friend is wrong
there. He will pardon me for icterrupting
him, but 1 thinlc it would be very unfor-
tunate were ;an impression to go abroad that
the bureau (yf statisties was in any way in-
acdurate. The fig-ures of imports into the
United Kingdorn are the United Kicgdom
figures. Will my lion. friend please accept
rny word on that?-because the reputation
and honour of the Dominion Statistician are
being questioned in this mattcr and I am
îndeed sorry that that should be the case.

Mr. NEILL: I arn not attackicg- the
reputation and hocour of the statistician; 1
arn sayicg that the mac who prepares these
bulletins and who turcýs out 3,000,000 words
for S6.20, as the micister hirnself said the
otiier day, hurriedly selecting the mnaterial as
the stuif ivent past, did not do the work as
accurateily as he rnight.

Mr .STEVENS: I made ce such statement.

Mr. NEILL: About the bulletin?

Mr. STEVENS: No such statemect.

Mr. NEILL: Well, lot us refer te Han-
-sa rd.

1Mr. STEVENS: Very wcll; refor te it.

Mr. NEILL: It will bc foucd that tl.e
minister said that this iras a selection; that
as the items were passed in review, -omrebody
picked it eut; that the system was rapid and
the materiaýl was picked eut in that w'ay.

As regards the point îvhether the informa-
tien cornes frorn Britain, 1 have no access
te the Britishi records, and I took it fromt the
bulletin prepared by the minister and front
the Comnmerc~ial Intelligence Journal, which
the minister will certaicly admit is under his
authority. I did net take it front the British
records. The Commercial Intelligence Jour-
nal dees net say that they ýare British records.
but I shaîl take the minister's statent, that
they are.

['%r. Nei.]

I ucderstoed the micister te say that if
sorte of the shipments of saîrnon from British
Columbia were shipped by water, it would be
a considerable time before they arrived at
their destination, and consequently sorne of
themn would appear in a different quarter of
inuports into Britain front that in whieh they
were recorded as having left Canada. That
is quite true and would be a good explana-
tien as te the discrepancy in one quarter
if it showed a srnaller amount received in
Britain tlîan had been exported fromt Canada.
But that will hold only once. The next
quarter it will net apply, because the bang-
ever fromn the previeus quarter would be in
the second and the one should more or lesa
balance the other, whereas it dees net do se.
In the Jue quarter the shortage was 9,0(0
hundredweight. In the September quarter it
get worse; it was 23,000 hucdredweighlt, and
for the nice rnonths ending, September, it was
32,000, se it was cumulativýely ivorse. I admit
that it will a.pply te one quarter, but it dees
net, seern te be borne eut by the records of
three quarters or of the fine montlis poried.

The second explacation the rnibter gave
iras tliat the figure for the experts front
Canada ias reckoned on 100 pounds te tie
litndredwoiglit while the figuire for what was
received in Gre-at Britain "as on the basis
of 112 pounds te the hundredweight. The
answer te that is that at thîe very rnest it
would make a difference of enly 12 per cent,
and net of 40 or 60 per cent.

Mr. STEVENS: There is ne such differ-
once. I asIc ry bon. friend te pardon me for
îcterrtîpting hirn. I arn net askig acy faveurs
for myseîf as minister, but I certainly arn
jealous of the reputatien of the bureau of
statistics as eue of the eutst.inding institu-
tiens of this country. ;My lion. friend is
rnakicg staternents îvhicth, by the very page
of Hansard which hoe was queting a moment
mgo, are shown c.learly neot te be so. My hion.
friend need ot give me acy quarter at alI;
about that I do net care twopecnce, but I
ask hirn te be fair in regard te eue of our
institutions of which hon. members on both
sides of the lbeuse are justly pxoud.

Mr. NEILL: Really this lecture is very
severe anI aIl that, but the ntinister lias not
proven anythicg.

Mc. STEVENS: It is net a lecture; it is
simply an interruption in the interests of
acctlrmcy. I pretest againat allowing te go
eut te thoe world statements such as my hon.
friecd bas macle. In order te, make the peint
I wislî, I shaîl take the oppertunity now of
gîving tlie committce the farts. In the ex-


