
COMMONS
Si.pply--Agrictlture-Farms

Mr. MeINTOSH: His remarks in the first
place were changed in Hancard, and hie quali-
fied it by adding "French speaking" in the
unrevised and revised edition.

Item agreed to.

Mr. MOTHERWELL: It is not carried,
Mr. Chairman. You did flot rule on the
point of order.

The CHAIRMA-N (Mr. Gobeil) : Yes, I
did.

Mr. MOTHERWELL: Whicb way?

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gobeil): I ruled
the hon. member out of order.

Mr. MOTHERWELL: Excellent.

Experirnental farrns, indluding- investigations
concerning plant diseases, $1,815,000.

Mr. MOTHERWELL: From now, until
eleven o'olock I arn going to try Vo assist the
minister to geV his estimates tbroughi and I
will make my remarks as brief as possible. I
have been sornewhat anxious about the
ultimate fate of the experimental farm at
Rosthern. It looks to me as if it is being
starved Vo death. I can understand that. I
recaîl wben the Liberals came into powver mn
the early days we did flot secm teo have
enough money to keep ail these farrnis going
properly and, Rostbiern, Nappan, and Winder-
more were among ýthose wve Vbougbt we could
flot keep going. I reported to my colleagues
tbat eitber tbese thrce farrns had to get more
money or tbey would bave to be elosed. I
hailf suspect tbat tbat is tbe position tbe
minister is in with regard Vo corne of these
farms, and I bave some cympathy for him if
tbat is the situation. I pointed out Vo tbe
Minister of Finance of that day that it was
a question of eitber getting more money Vo
keýep ail tbese farms going or some of them,
and Rostbern wvas one, would have Vo bc
elosed. Well, ive decided Vo keep them al
going and going strong, and not to start any
more until we bnd more money in sigbt. That
wac our policy. Tbe minister sbould be candid
with us and tell us if tbat is the situation
witb birnself and bis colleagues now. If that
is tbe situation tbe only tbing for him to do
is Vo tell his colleagues tbat there must be
corne more money supplied for experirnental
farms or tbey cannot ail bc kept going pro-
perly. 1V ic better in rny opinion to keep
eigbteen going properly than Vo keep twenty-
Vwo haîf starved. My good friend knows
there was a lot of very fine experirnental fruit
work being done on that farm at Rosthern.
IV was eoming along nicely, largely under tbe

upriinof tbe Morden superintendent, Mr.
[Mr. Nicholson.]

Leslie, since Mr. Munro lefV, and I believe
in corne measure it le under bis supervision
yet. Mr. Hutton took Mr. Munro's place
as superintendent of tbe Rosthern farm, after
tbe latter was let out. I should very much
like Vo know if tbat farrn is going Vo bc allow-
ed Vo die or live, and noV bang iV up betwixt
and between. IV would be a relief Vo me and
1 arn cure it would bc Vo tbe minister hirnei.
Rumours have gene abroad that tbe farrn iS
up for sale. I bave no reacon for Vbinking
Vbere ic nnytbing authientie in tbat rurnour.
but I amn jest passing it along Vo tbe rninistcr
so tbat hie will net keep the people interested
in tbe work of this farm any longer in sus
pence. 1V is a terrible Vbing Vo bave the people
in a comrnunity who bave becorne accustor-
ed Vo an institution like the Rostbern farrn
wondering what is goi.ng to be iV's ultimate
fate. Judging frorn wbat I know personallY
Vbrough going past tbe farm, and judging bv
the diminisbing cize of these votes, and know-
ing what it costs Vo keep thece farms goinz
preperly I arn a littie anxieus. Perbaps the
minister will tell us what xvas sût aside, fer
tbis farrn last year as cornpared with say fouir
years ago. If bie wvould do tbat, and it was a
reasonable arnount, I would noV bave mucli
Vo cay about it, because I went tbroughi the
wboie thing rnvself and finally decided te
go abeail full stcarn wvit the Rosthern farrn.,
s0 that I know tbe rninister's position.

Mr. WEIR (Melfort): In the first place the
Roctbern farm bas not been offered for cale,
but I knew tbere wcre certain rumours Vo
that effeet and I assured tbe gentleman wbo
wrote me that it bad noV been offered and
Vbat neitber it nor any other farm would be
offered for cale without tenders being called
for. We do feel that Rocthern is doing a
very valuable work. They are noV carrying
eut so rnany cmall projeets; none of tbe
farrns je except thoce where we have decided
Vo specialize along certain linos like the farm
at SwiftV Current, cpecializing in dry farrning
and co on. We are carrying out at Rostbern
practical experiments cbiefly with referonce
Vo dairying and the suitability of forage crope
for Vbat area nortb frorn Saskatoon that bas
been approveil by our own dominion agrostolo-
giet. The borticultural work îe being directed,
as the hon. member said, frorn Morden. IV
is very difficuit Vo geV men qualîfied Vo do this
work in sufficiont numbers for each of tbe
experimental farme even if it was thought
advisable. But Rosthern has been doing par-
tieularly gond work lng these lines, and
also in connection with poultry and advanced


