OCTOBER 10, 1932 11

Soldier Settlement

UNEMPLOYMENT—RIDING ON
FREIGHT TRAINS

On the orders of the day:

Hon. PETER HEENAN (Kenora-Rainy
River) : I should like to direct the attention
of the government to a question which I
believe to be of extreme importance. This
morning I received a telegram from the
mayor of Sioux Lookout, in which he states
that the gaol is full of transient unemployed
persons taken off the trains by the mounted
police, under orders from this government.
They want to know what to do with these
people, and what measures the government
has in view to deal with the situation.

Hon. W. A. GORDON (Minister of
Labour): I presume that following the
publication of the notice that riding on trains
must be stopped, there are many municipali-
ties in Canada in which a number of these
unemployed have been gathered together, and
they will have to be cared for. In the
locality referred to by the hon. member this
situation arose previously, and when appli-
cation was made to the provincial government
steps were taken adequately to provide for
the maintenance of such transients. I have
no doubt that if the mayor of Sioux Look-
out will address his communication to the
provincial government steps will be taken to
meet the situation existing in that town.

BARBED WIRE VALUATION

On the orders of the day:

Mr. M. N. CAMPBELL (Mackenzie): I
desire to direct a question to the Minister
of National Revenue (Mr. Ryckman). I
have received a telegram from western Can-
ada having reference to the imposition of an
arbitrary valuation on barbed wire imported
from Holland. The telegram directs atten-
tion to the fact that this commodity is a
prime agricultural necessity, and that such an
arbitrary valuation will impose a consider-
able hardship on the farmers of the west. I
do not expect the minister to give a definite
answer at the moment, but I would greatly
appreciate it if he would look into this
matter and later on give the house what
specific information he may have with regard
to the need for and the nature of this
arbitrary valuation.

Hon. E. B. RYCKMAN (Minister of
National Revenue): I can tell the hon. mem-
ber now that there is nothing at present
before the department or the government
having to do with the fixing of any arbitrary
value on barbed wire.

SOLDIER SETTLEMENT—FIRE.
INSURANCE

On the orders of the day:

Mr. CAMERON R. McINTOSH (North
Battleford) : I should like to direct a question
to the Minister of Labour (Mr. Gordon). I
have received information from western Can-
ada to the effect that a grievance exists among
the returned men who have been placed on the
land. I understand that they carry fire insur-
ance on their buildings, and that when a
granary, for instance, is destroyed by fire
the insurance is not paid to the returned
man but is used to pay off his indebtedness to
the crown. I should like the Minister of
Labour to investigate all grievances of this
kind to see if he cannot do something in the
direction of assisting the soldier settlers dur-
ing this trying period through which they
are passing.

Hon. W. A. GORDON (Minister of
Labour): I think the policy of the govern-
ment with respect to soldier settlers, as well
as other settlers who have received govern-
ment help, has been made very clear since I
had anything to do with the administration
of that department. Our policy is to take
such a course as will not embarrass any
settler who is honestly endeavouring to farm
his land and meet his obligations, even
though he cannot meet in full those obliga-
tions he may have to the crown. With
respect to fire insurance losses, as each case
comes into the department it is dealt with on
its merits. I will be very glad to review all
such cases as have been referred to by the
hon. member and if it appears that anything
in the nature of a hardship has been worked
on any settler I can give the hon. member
the assurance that the situation will be dealt
with without delay, although I doubt very
much if any such hardships have been caused.

Mr. McINTOSH: May I say—
Some hon. MEMBERS: Order.

Mr. McINTOSH: I may say that the view
prevailing among many of the soldier settlers
is that the department takes it for granted
that they do not want to pay their debts,
and because of this mistaken idea the govern-
ment is taking this way of making them pay.

GOVERNOR GENERAL’S SPEECH

ADDRESS IN REPLY MOVED BY MR. FERCY G. DAVIES
AND SECONDED BY MR. GEORGES P. LAURIN

The house proceeded to the consideration
of the speech delivered by His Excellency the
Governor General at the opening of the ses-
sion.



