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will be cbarged the party in wbose name the
building was purchased will have to be ai>-
sorbed.

Mr. STEVENS: That is only one of my
questions.

Mr. GRAHAM: My bon. friend pots hi4
questions so delicately that one would almo.,t,
imagine he was innocent.

Mr. STEVENS: So I arn.

Mr. GRAHAM: But if I answered the deli-
cate question ha asks, he would have ail the
information which I arn bound in honour flot
to divulge.

Mr. STEVENS: That is just what we want.
Will the minister give the reasons why
hie cannot answer the question?

Mr. GRAHAM: If I gave the reasons I
sbould simply be answering the question.

Sir HIENRY DRAYTON: No.

Mr. GRAHAM: My hon. friend is not so
innocent as the Minister of Finance.

Mr. FIELDING: The ex-M inister.

Mr. GRAHAM: The ex-Minister, I mean;
the Minister of Finance (Mr. Fielding) iSý
innocent.

Sir HENRY DRAYTON: Do not believe
him.

Mr. GRAHAi\,: When my hon. friend says:
I do not ask that you give me the agree-
ment, but I want you to tell me what your
reason., are for not beinc able to give it to me.
-when hie says that, he is simply asking in
a subtle way for the information whicb he

knows I cannot give him. If I
10 p.m. stated the reasons it would oniy

be answering the entire question,
and my bon. f riend knows that. There ar3
reasons which I believe, and which the Can-
adian National Company believes, are valid
why, in the public interest, the information
should not be divulged at the present time.
But parliament will be entitled to ail the infor.-
mation when the transaction is completed.

An hon. MEMBER: When it is too late.

Mr. STEVENS: Surely the minister cari-
not be serious in taking that stand.

Mr. GRAHAM: He iýs.

Mr. STEVyENS: Then I suppose I must
accept his answver. In that event I think we
are justified in expressing an opinion in the
absence of definite information.

Mr. GRAHAM: Surely.
1ýlMr. Graham.]

Mr. STEVyENS: I tbink I have already
suggested that Sir Henry Thornton, as the
head of the National Railways, stepped be-
.yond his reasonable autbority and exceeded
his rights in committing the Canadian people
to an expenditure-committing them, I re-
peat, to an expenditure-of $2,000,000 witbout
placing in the bands of the minister, to be
placed before parliament, one word of the
agreement upon whicha such advance was
made. In the second place I say that if
Sir Hlenry Thornton's conception of bis dutv
as president of this great system is that he is
justified in placing $2,000,000 in the hands
of an employee of the Canadian National
Railways in Paris to purchase a hotel for a
syndicate in New York, then again I sav Sir
Henry Thornton's idea of bis duties is such
as will flot increase my confidence in hirn. Lt
is beyond mye to understand that a transac-
tion of this magnitude-not the purchase of a
private car or some little matter of that
kind involving a few thousand dollars, but
the purchase of a central site in Paris-wciý
entered into and the money deposited in the
bank ivithout informing the minister, thar
such a step was being taken. To me it is
inconcivable that a man of the standing of
Sir Henry Tbomton shoffld take such a
position unless he bas get an altogether dis-
torted idea of bis importance and his position
in this country as head of tbe National Rail-
ways. That is my opinion, and in the ab-
sence of definite information fromn the
minister I think 1 arn justified in expressin.iý
tbat opinion in stroncer terms than perhaps
would be necessary if we bad ail the infor-
mation before the committee.

I intimated a little wbile ago, and I repeat
it niow, that it would appear te me thaf
after a test of public opinion was made by
the rather flamboyant announcement-cbarae-
teristie of tbe gentleman's attitude since ne
bas bad this exalted position-that be, Sir
Henry Thornton, bad bougbt a botel in Paris,
which was blazoned ail over the country, and
the reflection of an adverse public opinion
through tbe press and other mediums, that as
a result this syndicate is a second thought, is
on]y neov being arranged, and is nlot a bena
fide syndicate capable of carrying through
tbis transaction. That is my candid opinion,
andi again I say I arn justifled in expressing
that opinion in tbe absence of one iota of
evidence that tbese gentlemen are competent,
both se far as business ability and financial
responsibilitv are concerned, to carry tbroueb
a $2,000.000 purcbase. If tbe Canadian Na-
tional R'ailways .desire to impreve their
position on the Continent, tbey could very
well be satisfled witb ordinary rented quar-


