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Mr. COPP: This is a pretty large item,
coverîng suggested improvements in the
different branch experirnental farma as well
as the Central Experimental Farm at Ot-
tawa. Building operations will be very
expensive during the present and the com-
ing year, and these experimental f arms and
stations ail constitute a very large bill af
expense ta the country withaut considering
the cost ai erection ai new buildings. If
you ga through the Auditorý General's Re-
part, yau will find that these branch ex-
perimexîtal statians cast fram $40,000 ta
$75,000 a year withaut any returns caming
in. Therefate, under present conditions
when the department has ta refuse requests
for the erection, in many places throughaut
the Dominion, af public buildings such as
post offices and sa forth, that are required ta
give ardinary and proper facilities, the min-
ister might well pause when he is requested
ta spend $ 200,000 for the erection ai buildings
in experimental stations thraughaut the
country. I understand that last year a
barn and a new cellar were constructed at
one ai the experimental stations at firly
heavy expense. When the roote were gath-
ered from this magnificent f arm, casting the
public samething like $50,000 with returns
amaunting ta something like $3,000 a year,
the roots- were placed in the cellar and
when the first touch ai froet came, they
were ahl frozen and destroyed. If that is
the way in which the business ai experi-
mental f arms is ta be carried an, and year
alter year we are ta be asked ta vote these
large suma ai maney, I would draw the
minister'é attention ta the f act that the peo-
pie are not lookîng for the expenditure af
money. along these lines at the present
time. The word "econa-mize"' bae been
suggested ta the country and particularly
ta hon. gentlemen on this side af the House
as regards aIl things. If the Government
le going ta ecanamize, the acting Minister
ai Public Warks might very well cut thîs
item irom the Estimate6. 'I arn sure there
is no very great demand nor need for the
expenditure oi $2ff0,000 an experimental sta-
tions thraughout the Dlominion, and this is
simply piling up a very much heavier loss
ta, the country %than we would other-
wise, have. Let the minister visit tbe
different experimental stations and compare
the buildings and barns used there for ex-
perimental. purposes with the buildings the
ordinary farmier bas ta use on bis iarm.
Yet the minieter is asking these farmers ta
pay exorbitant taxation on their larms ta,
keep up beautiful exhibits here and there
tbroughout the Dominion like the Central

Experimental Farm wbicb is used as a
pleasure resort for certain individuals, and
wbich is a very pleasant place in which ta
spend a holiday. This is a time when the
Government is asking the people ai the
Dominion to, delve down deep into their
packets, and deeper this year than ever be-
fore, 'for carrying on the aperatians ai the
Dominion and paying the interest on the
enarmaus vwar debt that bas been rolled up,
whetber rightly or wrongly, by extrava-
gance or otherwise. This debt canfrants us;
the peaple have ta pay it; they cannot build
these fine sho-whouses; tbey cannot have
canservataries filled with flowers far their
enjayment; and it is playing a littie tao
much an the patience ai the people ai the
Dominion ta ask them ta, pay $200,000 50
that few indîviduals may be able ta visit
these magnificent spots that are casting so
much without a carresponding return ta
the revenues ai the country.

Mr. J. D. REID: Requisitians were sent
in ta the Deputy 'Minister af Agriculture
,showing what it was considered was actu-
ally required for repairs and necessary
works in cannection with carrying on these
iarms. The Deputy Minister ai Publie
Worke and bis etaff took the matter up
witb. the Deputy Minister ai Agriculture
for the purpase ai trying ta eut tbese items
down ta the very smallest passible amaunt.
This is what the Deputy Minister ai Agri-
culture etated in reply ta a letter irom the
Deputy Minister ai Public Works:

In reply I would say that these Public Warks'
estimates, as originally sent in by the Directar
or Experiniental Farms, amounted ta nearly
$7&0,OOO,0, but 1 eut dawn this suni to $2DO,0O00,

and do nlot think I can possibly ask for less.

And sa an. As regards the statement ai
the hon. member that the experimental
farms are really ai no benefit ta the people
of 'Canada, for tbat is really what his statev
ment means-

Mr. OOPP: I mean the henefit ta the
oountry daes not correspond, ta the ex-
penditure.

Mr. J. D. REID: There is quite a differ-
ence oi opinion as far as that is cancerned.
I believe UIhese iarms are ai great value
and that they are apprediated by the
people. Some, if flot ail, oi the Provincial
Governments are undertaking this kind ai
wark, although probably not an as large a
sýcale. My experience bas 'been that the
larme 'have been ai great benefit, and we
must certainly keep them in repair. I think
wben the Estimates of the Deparlment af
Agriculture are 'befare tJhe, cammittee that


