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out of season, that free trade as they have
it in England is the proper thing for this
country. Remembering how hie had told
us with that eloquence of bis how he had
learned free trade under William Ewart
Gladstone, we tbought hie was going to instil
into the minds not only of hon. gentlemen
on this side of the House but of hon. gentle-
men opposite, the samne undying principleq
-until tbis aiternoon, when he said: "A
punctilio, the merest tecbnicality, prevents
me from supporting the opinions I have
beld on tbe tariff during my whole political
career."

Mr. Speaker, wbat is good for this country
in the matter ai trade? Is a low or a high
tariff tbe beat? The Acting Prime Minister
will tell me that a high tariff is best; my
hon. friend from Red Deer, that a low tarift
is best. The bon. gentleman from Red
Deer says that a low tariff is best, provided
there are no technicalities in the way. Away
with such talk about technicalities!1 How
oiten have 1 heard tbe hon. member fram
Red Deer use similar language: Away with
your tecbnicalities and your precedents;
give us free trade.

1 must naw leave, witb very great regret,
my hion. iriend framn Red Deer and turn
ta my hon. friend fromn Qu'Appelle <flr.
Levi Thomson) for a very brief moment.
H1e is another gentItman who sat with us
upon this side ai -the House;
another gentleman wbo said tb3at ble
had great difflculty in finding converts, as
hie put it, ta the resolutian whichi I bave
now in my hand, propased on the 29th
ai 'May, '1917, by the Hon. Frank 'Oliver,
when tbe war was perbaps at its most
critical stage. The hon. member says that
h%3 is tborougbly in accord with this present
amendment, I understand tbat the ban.
member is a lawyer, who occasionaàlly does
some f arming. H1e wants the West ta know
that he is in favour ai this resolution, and
bý_e is gaing ta support it by voting against

it H1e hopes the Gavernment will give
consideratian ta the matter. Why, my b.on.
friend must know that all 'Governments
give consideration ta ail mattars that came
blefore them; aitentimes that consideration
is uniavourable, and sametimes it is fav-
ourable, and judging by the attitude ai
tbose on the Government benches this alter-
noan and their attitude during the past
9ew days I do not think 1 arn prophesying
rashly when I tell the han. member for
Qu'Appelle that the Government is giving
very seriaus cansideratian ta this question,
and its final decision will be unfavourablie.
After saying that hie is in favour oi the
resolution, the hon. member goes on ta say

that hie cannot support it because it might
resuit in the def'at of the Government.
Surely the hion. gentleman b1.as not reached
the stage where hie clings more strongly to
Gov'ernment than to principle. 1 can hard-
ly believe the hon. gentleman is sincere,
because upon other occasions when he sat
upon this side of the Housle looking across
at the Government hie did not care whetber
the Government was defeated or sustainted.
lHe believed then in principle, but now he
has apparently changed, not bis principlles,
let me hope, but lis mind. A strong argu-
ment which the hon. member brought to
th~e debate Vhis afternoon, and which. must
have appealled to you, Mr. Speaker, was that
.whilst hie wanted to support the resolution
by voting against it, hie could not vote
for it because it would place bis western
calleagues in a f alsie position. Mr. Speaker,
his vote will not place bis western cal-
leagues in a false position if R know any-
thing of the sentiments of the West as we
rlead of them in the Unionist press of to-
day. Th;e West is demanding a lower tarifi.
Is that not sa? The West is flot asking
ban. members representing western con-
stituencies to wait, but is diemanding im-
niiediate action. Arn I rigbt, or wrong? The
hon. member, however, says that bie does
not want to vote for this resolution, because
it will plade the western members in a
false light. And that can be readily under-
stood. Western 'Canada bas sent repre-
sentatives here in great numbers ta support a
lower tariff, and is now demanding action.
Thtie West says to its representatives: *Now
is your time to ask for a lower tariff; we
.want you ta act immediately. -One hopn.
member from the West replies: Will you
not wait until the Budget comes down?
Another hon. member sayat Will you not
wait until we ýsee what consideration the
Government gives the matter? And yet
another hon. gentleman telle us that he will
go badk ta the We.st and explain bis posi-
tion. H1e says - It would have been ail right
for me ta do it, but I wauld bave placed
my western colleagues in a f alse ligbt. It
seems ta me, S'ir, that we have come ta a
time in the political history of Canada
when the representatives ai the people must
not be actuated by polit-ical motives, but
salely by mot)ives of principle. We, unfor-
tunately-and I shall only allude to the
i act in passing-have lost aur leader. We
bave lost one in whom we could confldently
place even aur own judgment. We were
so sure of the greatness of bis mid, ive
were so sure of the position bie would take,
and that bis every action would conduce to
the greater advantage af Canada, that we


