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ter, on his own showing, stands confessed as not
believing in the etticiency of the systemi as nîow
adiministered. As I understand, we are now at-
tempting to ininitain a force of about 40,000 men.

Sir ADOLPHE CARON. 37,0M.

Sir RICHA )RD CARTW RIGH T. Now, I re-
cognize the political difliculty whiclh st-ands in the
ýIinister's wav, if lie attempts to reduce this force.
Thliat is no (oubt a practical difticulty, althlough it
oughlit. lot to exist iii dealing wit h military matters.
1ut, le our force large or smail, it should be made.
efficient. Vith respect to what I said about
camiips, I aml well aware that there are camps aral
camps. I an well aware there are soie canps iii
which a creditable exhibit is made on the part of
our volunteer soliers : but there are other camps
of which that cannot be said, aid in which, unîless
I have been most grie-vously misinformîed, the public
mîîonîey used to inaintain thiei, is nearly altogethier
,wasted. As far as instruction inmarksmanship
and ritle shooting is c(oicerIie(l, I ieed not tell the
Minister, and I need not tell anyone who has wit-
nessed the perfornanice of our volunteers, that it is
iuposs4ible to give it in the space of time at our
disposal : and now-a-days, although, as I have said,
I venture any renarks on military subjeets with
deferenîce, I have no doubt that the efficiency of
any sucih force depends iii a very large degree oui
the skill iii the use of the rifle obtained by the
individual soldier, and that is tending to be the
case more and more. I raised the question iin a
tentative fashion last night, and I thiunk the Govern-
iment-they cati (o it now-shiould seriously con-
sider whether they will not adopt some oie or othier
alternative systens, if they see fit to coie down aid
demand more money, if the Minister of Finance
and the Minister of Militia can inake it up bet.ween
them. If, as I rather suspect, the lion. gentlemau
lias to mîîake the most of the mîonkey at his disposal
now, then I thiink it is high time for himuî to con-
sider what course lie will ado whethlîer lie will
enlarge the vote at his disposail by reducing some of
tliese other estimates, although they may be good
in their way, and reduce the vote for somte o? the
fixed forces: or whether lie will reduce the nuimber
of the militia corps to such a point that lie can get
fair instruction for all ; or whether lie will try the
plan of keeping the skeleton organization of non-
onunissioned or coimissioned .otticers in a higlh

state of efliciency. I am not prepared to say off-hanid
whichi would prove the best in the end, but the
present systein is pre-eiiiinentlyi unsatisfactory, and
some eflort should ble made to get more value for
our money than we do under the present systemiî.

Mir, I)ENISON. I an glad the lion. nember
for South Oxford (Sir Richard Cartwright) lias
somewhat îm>dified the remarks le made last nîighît.
Knowing the great interest he always takes in
militia natters, I was rather surprised to find himn
pitchiig into the camps as lie did. But the hon.
«entleman has qualified his criticismu to-day by
sayinîg there are ,." camps and camps," and in tithat
he is no doubt correct. I have tiot attended the
camp at Kingston, but I have alhnost every year
atteiided the camp at iNiagaraL, and I can testify
strongly to the good effect it has on that portion of
the militia force of Canada. I night say with
respect to the renark made that the day going to
camp and the day returning fron camp are wasted
is hardly correct. It nust be remnembered that it

is part of an otlicei's duty to kiow hiow to entrain
and detrain his men. A fturther part of his ,work is
to instrumct his men how to pitchi their tents, and this
is part. of thiework on the tirst day. This is a moliSt imiu-
portant. part oIf his dity, aid the inlei learn to d it
qiuickly lv practice. The sanme remnark applies to tlie
t ask of strikinîgtenîts,whiich is also part ofîtheir duty.
After a few days' practice it is a.stonishing how the
men imlprove, and do the work rapily'% and etti.
ciently that was at ti-st so ditticuilt. Altogether, the
duties in camp, evein for theshiort timeî wehaveat dis-
posal, lia ve a most valuable effect. on the men. Person-
ally I shiould like to see the timte increased t u1 r 0
days ;,but before ve endeavourm- to seciure a longer
tiie, we must have all the mîilitia drilleil. For
mnyself 1 am rtroigly opposed to hîavinîg tet- force
reduced ; in fact. my idea has always been that the
force shiould be increased. Wherethlere are loeali-
ties which desire to raise battalions or companies
the Governmiient shiould authorize theim to do so,
because we c-annot hope to have too large an otrai.
ization, foi- if we have trouble, as was referred to
the other night by the hon. member for South
Perth (Mmr. Trow),with our ineighbours to the south,
we could not. bave too large a force. It would be
necessarv, then, to have il large muiiniiber of trained
otticers, and that wvas the reason I suggested the
other day that if we could enîgraft on the present

f scheie soiie such system as we had before, it
wouli be advantageous to us to have those men in
oui- idiist. No doubt somne menr woul go iito the
schools for the pul-pose of getting the 5 . Even so;
those going through the schools would acquire a
taste ftoîr military matters and take au interest in
the force and join ouir battalions, aid repay the
amountof money thatmightbeexpended in that way.
Further, those men whio would enter-the force for tho
S50 would not leave Canada,aid they woulîl possess
the knowledge. and in case of trouble they would
come into the -anks and do good service. I think
the wvhole force shtould be drilled. Everv session I
have pressed on the attention of the liniste- of
Militia and the Hlouse the desiraihty of drilling the
rural corps as well as the city corps. 'he rural
corps. as ai matter of fact, have not the saine
advaîîtages as city corps possess. The city coirps,
having drill halls, can turnm ot at niglit and -ill
with very little loss to theiselves, while the ru-al
corps are ttable to drill at night on account of the
companies beiig scattered, and the distance the nicî
are f-omt conipainy headquarters. h'lie ru-al corps,
therefore, require to be concentrated in camps
and drilled every year more than the citvcorps,
nlot that I mi saying but what they shouli adl drill.
I hope next year theM Minister of Militia will press
the sulject 011 his colleagues and secuîre the grant-
ing of a sulfficient slum to drill the whole militia.
Possibly he may be able to curtail some of ithe x-
penditure on the staff. I know our late Premier
frequently said we hail too large a staff. It seems
a large sum to speid ont of 81,225,000 nearly
81,o00n000o staff and paraphiernalia.. if I mnay lise
the term, while only 5250,000 really goes to pay
the driling of the umihitia. By aI a<lditionial grant
of $50,000 we could obtain muci beiefit to the
force, and that stumn, added to $1 .20,000, is not a
large suni, w hile it vould dô a great deal to further
the interests of tie nilitia and enable all the corps
to drili.

Si- ADOLPHE CARON. I have only a few words
to say in addition to whbat hias beenu said by the hon,
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