10 “Pollution” means the introduction, directly or indirectly, by human
activity, of wastes or other matter into the sea which results or is likely to result
in such deleterious effects as harm to living resources and marine ecosystems,
hazards to human health, hindrance to marine activities, including fishing and
other legitimate uses of the sea, impairment of quality for use of sea water and
reduction of amenities.

ARTICLE 2
OBJECTIVES

Contracting Parties shall individually and collectively protect and
preserve the marine environment from all sources of pollution and take effective
measures, according to their scientific, technical and economic capabilities, to
prevent, reduce and where practicable eliminate pollution caused by dumping or
incineration at sea of wastes or other matter. Where appropriate, they shall
harmonize their policies in this regard.

ARTICLE 3
GENERAL OBLIGATIONS

1 In implementing this Protocol, Contracting Parties shall apply a
precautionary approach to environmental protection from dumping of wastes or
other matter whereby appropriate preventative measures are taken when there is
reason to believe that wastes or other matter introduced into the marine
environment are likely to cause harm even when there is no conclusive evidence
to prove a causal relation between inputs and their effects.

2 Taking into account the approach that the polluter should, in principle,
bear the cost of pollution, each Contracting Party shall endeavour to promote
practices whereby those it has authorized to engage in dumping or incineration
at sea bear the cost of meeting the pollution prevention and control requirements
for the authorized activities, having due regard to the public interest.

3 In implementing the provisions of this Protocol, Contracting Parties
shall act so as not to transfer, directly or indirectly, damage or likelihood of
damage from one part of the environment to another or transform one type of
pollution into another.



