
civil conflict ini the last decade'. Conversely, "peace is most commonly found, where
economic growth and opportunities to share in that growth are broadly distributed."17

A recent study by the World Banik indicates that t 'countries whîch have a substantial
share of their income (GDP) coming from the export of primary commodities are
drarnatically more at risk of conflict," in particular during periods of economic declinel.
Moreover, "in some cases, average per capita growth rates actually have been lower fin
resource rich] than in resource poor developing countries,, and some resource-rich
developing countries remain arnong the world's poorest"'.

Conflicts in Sierra Leone, the Congo and Nigeria demonstrate the absence of a critical
factor needed to translate resource wealth into widely-shared peace and prosperity. Whfle
resource scarcity has often been a focus for environmental security research, it forms only
one ofthe ecological sources of violent conflict. It follows that abundant valuable natural
resources should provide the basis for peace, yet the opposite situation often applies in
the presence of resource abundance.

Foreign Direct lnvestment in the minerals sector, and the resulting economie
development, can diminish the likelihood of conflict. Yet the expected development gains
from large-scale development projects ofien fail to materialize for the affected
communities, thus exacerbating instead of reducing existing social tensions. Why is it
that natural resource wealth often does not translate into a peaceful and prosperous
society ?

Inequitable Distribution'of Benefits and Consequences: This gap between niatural

arn of income


